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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Committee on Statistics,

FOR 1877-8.

Almost the only department of National Board work that
has suffered no dimunition during the past year has been that of
the Bureau of Statistics, which by the vote of the Board in April,
1877, was continued in its full efficiency, while other branches of
its work was either entirely cut off or curtailed to very limited
proportions. It was a gratifying testimonial to the value of what
they had undertaken, and during the past year the Committee
have endeavored to earn a continuance of this confidence by
gathering and placing at your disposal results of various kinds,
which cannot fail to be of service to the diligent and pains-
taking Underwriter.

This has been done under the immediate direction of
Mr. Charles A. Jenney, Secretary of the Committee, whose whole
time has been devoted to it. As the work undertaken is of a di-
verse character, we have thought it best, in presenting it to you,
to divide it into three distinct parts, each having several ap-
pendices grouping the several subjects appropriately together,
and the whole being supplied with a carefully prepared index
to enable easy reference to be made thereto.

Part I

contains the experience of sundry Fire Insurance Companies,
covering various periods of time, in one case extending through
15 years, others embracing periods of 12, 11 years, 10 years and
9 years respectively, and others again lesser periods, thus gather-
ing a body of sxistics rarely accessible to Underwriters. These
were placed a®®ur disposal by the officers of Companies who
have now retired from the business, and who were desirous that
this result of long years of patient labor should not be lost to the
profession in which they had so long interested. When it is stated
that almost every hazard known to the business (there being no
less than 283 classes) are included in these several tables, that



8

the amount of property covered by the policies classified aggre-
gates $2,637,315,763, the premiums received $32,391,859, and
the losses paid $16,725,002, their great value will be thoroughly
understood. They are commended to the study of members of
the Board.

Part II

embraces the Committee’s work in the matter of fireworks and
fire crackers, and is grouped into several divisions—the first, show-
ing the returns made by the authorities of 2,960 cities and towns
in the United States of the losses by fire caused by fireworks and
fire crackers in July, 1877 ; and, also, the casualties, as well as
the places where ordinances exist and are enforced against their
use or sale; the second, giving the returns made by Insurance
Companies of their losses and the kind of property burned, by
these agencies, during the year 1877; and the third, giving the
value respectively of fire crackers and fireworks imported into the
United States during 187677, as well as the correspondence had
with the Mayors of the leading cities in the United States en-
dorsing our efforts to suppress the use of these dangerous articles
and the effect our agitation has had on their cities ; also copious
extracts from the press of the country, showing the drift of pub-
lic opinion upon the subject.

Part III

contains the results upon 239 classes of hazards for 1877, reported
to the Bureau by Board and non-Board Companies ; also the
combined results of business on sundry classes during 1876, con-
tributed to the Bureau by members of the National Board only.
It also gives the tables of the result of business for 1877. '

We have been materially helped_in the classification and re-
sults upon certain classes by the returns made to us by Com-
panies not members of the Board, and who have also contributed
towards the funds of the Bureau a sum sufficient to relieve it of
any expense incurred in compiling and printingfhis part of our
report.

One of the most valuable contributions to Statistics on Fire
Insurance, during the past year, has been furnished by the State
of Massachusetts in giving to the public the information gathered
upon the blank which through the instrumentality of this Bureau
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was incorporated with the other blanks in taking the census of
that State in 1875, and to which reference was made in your
President’s addresses in 1875 and 1876. It gives a detailed ac-
count of each industry, showing the number of risks of each kind,
the number of buildings used by them, value of buildings, value of
machinery and average value of stock on hand. This is supple-
mented by a schedule of fires in Massachusetts during the year
1876, with their alleged causes, and gives the valuation of each
class of property destroyed, ascertained loss or damage, and the
insurance thereon. The three great industries of the State—cot-
ton mills, woolen mills and boot and shoe factories—show re-
spectively values of $64,319,182, $23,887,462 and $18,926,240,
and furnish us with an excellent basis upon which to build, for
the great value of these statistics is in the fact that they embrace
property that is not insured as well as that which is insured,
not usually accessible to us in our classifications, and which is
so important when we come to determine the cost of insurance
upon any one class—the Insurance Commissioner himself calls
attention to this feature of the tables. We will make no comment
upon the facts here brought to our notice, but will quote the
Commissioners remarks upon “dwelling houses,” a class of risks
which probably exist in greater proportion to the population in
this State than in almost any other State of the Union, and to
Underwriters have been one of the most difficult of classes upon
which to determine the cost : '

* The whole number of unoccupied dwelling houses in this State, as
shown by the census of 1875, is 11,705. Seventy fires, or about one in one
hundred and sixty-seven, arc reported in this class of property, sixty-four
of which are returned * incendiary,” four * unknown,” and two * careless-
ness.” A large proportion of these buildings appear to have been over-
insured, and in most cases the loss is total. From the same source we find
the number of occupied dwellings to be 255,518, Six hundred and sixty-
eight fires, or one in three hundred and eighty-two, are reported in this
class. From these statistics it would appear that the hazara of an unoccu-
pied dwelling is a little more than double that of one occupied ; but the
fact that most of the unoccupied property is totally destroyed in case of
fire, increases this ratio many times.”

We would ask the earnest co-operation of the Board in en-
abling us to secure in the general census of the United States in
1880 the same information gathered by-this State ; with it we
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should have a body of information upon which to form our cal-
culations that would be of inestimable value.

RESULTS OF BUSINESS.

The Committee on Statistics in continuing the tables which
have contributed so much of valuable information to the careful
student of the business during the past few years, have this year
been enabled to present the experience of all the Companies
reporting in 1878 to the Insurance departments of New York,
Massachusetts, Ohio and Pennsylvania, and embracing 258
American and 18 foreign Companies, an increase of seventy-seven
over those of last year, and comprising all the Companies of any
importance doing fire business in the country.

Nothwithstanding the large increase in the number of Com-
panies whose experience is added, the tables show, as their most
marked feature, a considerable decline in the receipts for prem-
iums, and an advance in amount of losses paid.

The results in detail are given in the tables which will be found
in Part 3 of this Report. We give an analysis of them.

TaBLE No. 1—DI1vIDENDS.

The amount of capital employed was %66,836,818 against
$56,623,440 in the tables of last year; but while New York State
Companies exhibit a falling off $1,100,000, the Companies of other
States have advanced %11,313,378.

On this capital the dividends of the year averaged

For New York State Companies, - - 14737 per cent.
For other State Companies, - - 114% per cent.
a los: of 'y per cent. for New York State Companies, and of
14% for other State Companies.

The average for the year being 12/#; per cent. against 13-&%
per cent. 1876,

The average for the nineteen years embraced in the tables is
11%% per cent.

TaBLE No. 2—PRrREMIUMS AND LOSSES.

The percentage of losses paid in 1877 to premiums received
was as follows: '

New York State Companies, - - 5744 per cent.
Other State Companies, - - - 5948 per cent.
Foreign Companies, - - - 494% per cent.
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The aggregate average for American Companies was 58#% per
cent. against 514 per cent. in 1876, an advance of 74’5 per cent.
and for foreign Companies, an advance of 14 per cent.

The average for the year, including foreign Companies, was
56.%% per cent. against 504 per cent. in 1876, an increase of 64
per cent.

The total amount of premlums received was by

American Companies, - - - - $43,320,320
Foreign Companies, - - - - - 11,474,637
A total of - - - - $54,794,957

A decrease of $727,640, as compared with 1876, an aggregate
lower than we have had -since 1871.

Of this amount there was paid out for losses $31,035,110, or
$2,983,708 more than in 1876.

There was also received by the same Companies for premiums
. on inland and marine business $5,333,378, and paid out for losses
83,015,278, or an average of 564 per cent. of such receipts.

The whole receipts for premiums, including inland and marine,
were $60,128,325, and the total losses paid, $34,050,388, or 568%
per cent, ' .

TaABLE No. 3—EXPENSES.

The expenses of the Companies during the year were 3445 per
cent. upon the premiums received by both American and foreign
Companies, in 1877, against 35¢% per cent. in 1876, a decrease
of 174% per cent.

The whole amount paid for fire losses in 1877, as

stated, was, - - - - - - $31,035,110
Inland and marine losses, - - - - 3,015,278
For expenses, - - - - - - - 20,552,436
Making the sum of - - - $54,602,824

Or 9024 of the receipts of the Companies for 1877,
and making profits for the year, - - 85,525,511
From which deduct profits of foreign Companies, - 2,281,876
And leaving, - - - - - - %3,243,635

Or 4% per cent. as the profits upon the capital employed in 1877
by American Companies in the business.
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TaABLE NoO. 4—PERCENTAGE OF ABILITY.

This table shows that the amount of risks assumed by the
Companies in 1877, was 6,733,478,409, while the ability of the
Companies declined from 222  in 1870, to 208 %% in 1877. The
average rate of premiums declined to %, which is lower than has
been obtained in any year since 1865, thus showing that Com-
panies are now insuring at less rates than were obtained before the
establishment of the National Board in 1866.

1t seems to be almost a work of supererogation to press upon
underwriters at this time the value of statistics in fire insurance
and the necessity of keeping up the organization of this Bureau as
a means of determining what rates, if any, should be charged for
carrying the hazards of our business; yet there there has been no
period for many years when such information was more needed than
at present, when Companies seem to have drifted away from all the
landmarks which the experience and industry of past years have
set up for our guidance, and are in danger of regarding their busi-
ness not gs an exact science, but one that has no known laws to
govern it, or by which it may be conducted; or in other words
that blind chance only should be relied upon. That this view is
dangerously erroneous, can be abundantly demonstrated, even by
the statistics which have heen gathered during the five years this
Board has been engaged in collecting them, for the regularity which
the averages of risks show is quite remarkable. It isa singular fact
that while upon certain well known hazards the experience of
individual Companies is very diverse, yet when aggregated we
obtain the same average year after year. We have had ane
notable example of a Company whose exemption from loss upon a
certain class for a long series of years had shaken their faith in
the value of our tables, who in one month’s losses had their average
brought up to that of the general average of their associates. At
a time when the whole world seems to be waking up to the neces-
sity of reliable statistics upon every subject that concerns the wel.
fare of the people, upon which to base legislation or to make pro-
vision for their future, we certainly should not withhold either our
hands or our experience in endeavoring to improve a business
which most of us expect to devote the best years of our lives to.
We can only expect that States and nations will give us the benefit
of their help when we have demonstrated our own zeal in behalf

,
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of the interests we have been appointed to direct. The great im-
portance of these National Statistics is well summed up by Mr.
Walford in a recent article in his Insurance Cyclopedia.

“ Is it not a marvel that the so-called enlightened countries of
“ Europe, as also of America and Canada, have never taken any
“ steps to provide for the efficient record of their annual fires.
“ Not only would such returns enable us in process of time to
‘ calculate the percentage of property destroyed by fire, but from
“ them many other important lessons might be learned. Among
“them by comparison, the relative social and moral condi-
“ tions of the people; periods of commercial depression and
“ prosperity ; the political discontent or otherwise ; the probable
“ proportion of criminal lunatics, etc. Is it to be supposed that .
“ Russia in collecting the returns of her annual fires is actuated
“ simply by a desire for statistical records—laudable as that desire
“ would be? Is it not rather that the wise statesmen who rule
“ over the destinies of that great empire read in those statistics
‘“ the signs of political - discontent, commercial advancement or
* adversity, and the good or bad government of its different pro-
“ vinces. If such statistics be possible, as they are certainly valu-
“ able for one country, why not for all? By reason of the wider
“ range of contrast which would be presented if all civilized coun-
*“ tries compiled such returns, they would become increasingly
“ instructive."”

If such be their value to a nation how much more to the
interest immediately connected with these statistics. We trust
the Board will give increased efficiency to the Bureau of Statistics
for the ensuing year.

HENRY A. OAKLEY, Chasrman.
%;l\{s. W. MCALLISTER, '
ED'’K W. ARNOLD .
J. H. WASHBURN, Commitice on
B. S. WALCOTT, ’
ALFRED G. BAKER, ex-officto, ’

CHas. A. JENNEY, Secretary.

New York, April 24, 1878,
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APPENDIX A.

SYNOPSIS

OF THE

BUSINESS OF ONE DEPARTMENT

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE

TEN YEARS ENDING

NOVEMBER 1st, 1863.

Showing the .Imount Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, and Ratio

of Losses to Premiums.
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APPENDIX B.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE YEARS

1857 T0 1871 INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Amount of Premiums Received, Losses
Paid, and Ratio of Losses to Premiums
on Each Kind of Risk.
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APPENDIX C.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE YEARS

1859 10 1868 ’INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Amounts Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, and Ratio of
Losses to Premiums.
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APPENDIX D.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE YEARS

1859 10 1669 INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Amount of Premiums Received, Losses
Paid, and Ratio of Losses to Premiums
on each kind of Risk.
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APPENDIX E.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE YEARS

1861 To 1870 INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Amount Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, and Ratio

of Losses to Premiums.
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APPENDIX F.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FOR THE YEARS

1861 TO 1872 INCLUSIVE,

Showing the Amount Covered, Premiums Received,
Rate, Amount, Losses, and Ratio of Losses to
Premiums for each Year, also the
Total Amounts of the same.
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APPENDIX G.

———

SYNOPSIS

OF

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

FROM

JANUARY 1, 1863, TO JANUARY 1, 1878,

IN THE STATES OF

Oregon, Nevada, California and Washington Territory.

Showing the Amount Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, and Rate of Losses
to Premiums on each Class and kind
of Risk.
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APPENDIX H.

SYNOPSIS

OF
.

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

For the Years

1867 to 1870,

INCLUSIVE.

Showing the JAdmounts Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, Ratio of Losses to Pre-
miums and Number Written of each kind and
Class of Risks in the New England and
Middle, Western and Southern States.
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West. Slates'

South'rn St's ;

N.E& M.St's‘Frame
West. States!

434| 991,631, 16,055 48 1.68' 4,490 I1 27. |
100 311,667‘ 5,138 32|l W65

|
181 261.706! 5155 85/1.97. 4,592 32 8.1
160! 204,613 5,042 482 46 109 74! u'

Bete’

Ave.: o -

| Amount |rage Lowm,

! Amount Premiums | Rate Amount ®
' Class of |covered on received | on Losses on ‘Pram:
Kind of Risk. Departmente. | of | Risks |each Claas oneach | each each Class iwm:
| Risk. ' writ- each Ch-l in ceds &

. ' ten D'p‘unut.| in each in |[Dep’tment ek

| t  each: Clam -

: . ' |D‘Pt-| inedh)]

! | | \ w:\

; I D -

| ; .

Agricult’l imp’t w'ks!N.E.& M. St's B& F. 127, 7,363 8,567 95:2. 47| 9,312 4o| 085!

West. States, | 110] 336,I51; 11,445 30!3.40° 2,032 59 17 ¥

South’rn St’s' . I 1,200 24 ov|2.00*2,g80 00,

Apothecaries........ N.E.& MSt s'Bnck ‘ 449| 884,851i 13,476 38{1.52| 6,024 76 “,7'
!
i
!

South’rn St’s b 22 51.4001 1,246 25|z B R e
. |
Bagging factories...|N.E& M.St's B& F. lol 58, 650 1,141 25 I. 95'. e '
West. Statesl 6! 10,549' 360 00:3.41 977 43 z,xs
South'rn St'sl 1] 5000 165 0ol3. 30i ; |
! l :
Blacksmith shops...|N.E.& M.St’s'Brick : 13‘ 38, 03.;l 379 59X o8’ 24 70 65'
West. S(atesi . 16 - 15,800 365 89.2 32‘. [T
South’rn St’s] 1: zooo| 50 00:2.50 ... .eeuurrened
N.E& M.St'siFrame. 161 119.940 2,631 42.2. ‘ 1,309 84| 49'
West. States 118, 59,695 1,654 812, 771 2 742 10 165&
South’'rn St's: ) 6. 2,200, 68 50’3 ceresienn
Bakeries & confec's..|N.E.& M.St's/Brick = 18¢g' 40[,920! 5,614 46| 39' 477 xsl 8.5
West. States: 127 215,246‘ 3,780 76'1. 76! 5,257 53139. |
South’rn St’s, 35 111,765 1,605 70'1.44'. vee l'
! )
!N.E.& M.St'siFrame 106 167,676' 3,481 10'2.07, 9.687 §8'278. 3!
‘West. States, 09 68,773 1,824 23:2.65! 1,965 IO 1077
|South’rn St's. 11 15888 359 502.26' 300 ool 83. ﬁll
Banks, &c.......... IN.E.& M.St’s Brick 132 771,850: 4873 45' .63 208 83 4.8
IWest. States. I 129 343,250 3.863 501.13 91 67| 24
|South’m St’s, ' 56 235612 1,966 95’ -83, 1 ,906 671100

i

'N.E.& M.St's'Framel 19 15100 142 I3; .94l 1,022 57!7”'3
West. States' C 23 15,100 235 T5I.55.ex.uennclnee
[South'rn St's' .8 5,500 80 00 145/ uuuiirniiiinn,

! | | .

Bleacheries.........INNE& M.St's B& F. 24 98,762 1,575 75'1 6o| 3,364 982!3&
|West States; 15 ool1. 50 R P

:South'rn St’s . |

* Loss paid on risk written previous to 1867.
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! ' l Ratlo
! Ratio | of
Ave- Io'ofm, ' ﬁ:&f I‘:’
| Amt.i  Total Total Amt. | Total Pr Rate |Total Losses
rered | Premiums m"""',,““" P! coversd on | miumsre. | on | 0B each l:'::.'
each ‘received On OR | each Class. iums :|[each kind of| ceived on | each | kind of | "op
ass. each Class. each | “on | Risk. kind of| kind Rusk. each
Class each | Risk. of kind
i lCl.- Riak. of
: Risk,
|
.............. l e 684,714| 20,037 25| 2.93| 14,324 99| 7I.§
|
| .
88,149/ 35.270 18 1.61| 10,514 87 29.8 }
i I
17.719 11,444 58 2.21| 4,702 06 41.1]| 2,705,868/ 46,714 76, 1.73| 15,216 93i 32.6
| i
| I
] |
............... ERRE CERCETRETTRTR 74,199| 1,666 25| 2.25 977 43, 58.6
i I
' | :
§2,834) 795 48 1.51 24 70 3. !
= |
31,835, 4.354 732.39| 4,051 94 93. 234,669/ 5,150 21| 2.19| 4,076 64| 79.1
| | |
:8,931i 11,000 92/1.52| 5,734 68{ 52.1 |
! ‘ : |
;3,337' 5.664 83'2.24 11,952 6,8'211. 981,268| 16,665 75| 1.70| 17,687 36fxo6.1
I
! |
i0,712| 10,703 90| .79| 2,264 17: 21.2: |
| !
15,790 457 78'1.23 1,022 57223.8/| 1,386,502 11,161 78, .81 3,286 74f 29.4,
|
............... l . .'.. 99,762 1,590 75| 1.59| 3,364 98,21:.6
J . i

A QR



Kind of Risk. |

Departments.

Brew's & malt housesIN E&M.SvsB& F.

Bridges—common.. .

Bridges—rail'd deck.

Bridges—rail'd cov'd

Boat building shops.
Bone factories

Broom factories

Boarding houses. ...

Book stores

Bookbinderies.. ....

iN.E.& M.St’s

|
|
!
‘

West. States!
South’rn St’s,

N.E.& M.St's
West. States|
South'rn St's:

West. States
South’rn St’s;

N.E& M.St's!
West. States’
South'rn Sl's‘

N.E.& M.St'’s
West. States'
South’rn St's

N.E.&M.St’s
West. States
South’rn St'si

N.E.&M.St's
West. States
South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St’s

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.& M.St’s
West. States

South'rn St’s|

Amount
Class | coversdvn
of (,hu
Risk. ten. D' 'unent.
555‘
281 689,
5
...... 8 28,000,
30/ 103,100
I 6,000
...... 19 89,500
3 17,500
9 59,500
...... 23| 126,500
6 13,600
4 24,500
B&F. 21 19,919
9 7,700,
B&F.| 14 48,248
"1o| 26,500
B&F.,| 13 13,550
81 6,125
Brick | 76! 210,500
© 68 148,600
20‘ 73,650!
Frame' 74 160,500
157 222,563
i 12 17,100
. |
Brick 205 587,767
203 413,042
33 111,767
Frame 54 76,085
52 65,925
5 10.500|
Brick © 219 620,833
9I1;  249.250
13 31,650,

,Ave-,
Amount
Premiums : Bate
received : on
oueach ‘each
Class Class.
ineach . in

25,212 95 1.50

15,670 27 2. 27
176 00-? .86

30,385 ¢b
8 823 55

338 751.21. .. ... ..

1,624 501.57.

165

60 001.00..........

|
1,353 I2|1.5I
221

1,387
2,296 25:1 82
329

696

oI 3.50

280 203.64|..

l 220 00

88(1.26,... .....
50:2.33 . euenns

98 45

002.42 ..uane.
499 oolz .04..

1,486 65

960 303.62

I
75/1-97
75,2.30

25.1.60

19,1.35
491.77
00 2.70

6711 o5
16'1. 32
09 1.6

284.63
85 2.61

59i1.15
75l1.12-

03,1.07,

252 87"

1l |
09/1.49

922 26

526 22.

3,787 17

182 00
3,839 54

00 I.08|...cccrunst

1.830 14‘
3,196 35,
1,960 00
1.899 81
3 9°7 24:

247 94
| 1.009 69:
1,668 oo

6.135 88.
7,100 00,



' ! ’ Ratio
Ratio of
' ) of | ! Ave- Losses
{Ave- ! i rage . t0
mt.| Totul ' rageTotal Losses to |: Total Amt. ! Total Pre- | Rate 'Total Losses Prom-
d | Premiums Rate on ‘Prem-| Coveredon : miumsre- . on : oneach |jumg
th | received on | On | each Class. | jums || e®ch kindof | ceived on :each | kind of ' op
o each on ‘ Risk. |each kindof | kind | Rk,  eeoh
| Class| . each |! Risk, of ! kind
‘ Clase. i Risk. : of
! . | Risk.,
— . ! -
.................. i ‘ 2,394,602 41,059 22| 1.71! 39,209 S5I| 95.5
1
i |
P PN P PN [ | 137,000 2,023 25 1.48 I 6s).....
i H
i
........................... [eoees 166,500, 2,062 50| 1.78| 220 00| 7.4
.......................... , . 164,600 3,124 25| 1.89 98 45| 3.1
O P PO 27,619 976 21| 3.53| 1,486 65/152.3
!
U L 74748 1,803 42| 2.53| 1,448 48| 76.5
. : .......... 19,675 407 50| 2.07| 3,787 17 930.5;
750, 5,417 28/1.25| 4,021 54| 74.2
!
163I 6,575 68 1.64I 6,986 49|106.3 832,913' 11,992 96 I.44| 11,008 03 91.8:
| |
576 13,432 921.20 5,807 05| 43.2 |
| ’ ' .
5xol 3.265 38 2.14 2,925 63| 89.6 1,265,086 16,698 30| 1.32{ 8,732 68 52.31
| i
i
| o !
733! 12,474 43'1.38. 13,235 88|106.1 I




| : | | |
l !  Ave-!
: | . | Amount rage |
{ No. | Amount ' Premiums Rate| Amow
Class | of |coveredon received | on ' Losses
Kind of Risk. Dcpamnmh.l of 'Risks (each Class oneach |each each
Risk. writ- | in cach Class Class. eac
; | ten |D'p'tmeut. _inesch | in | Dep'tm
I | t:“&'
o | Dot
; ~ !
! | : :
Bookbind'r’s, (cont'd)|N.E.& M.St's Framel 16 46,380; 741 55lx 60.......
West. States N P, T b e ceaan
South’'rn St’s]  !.....|.. eeaes || .......
Boot and shoe stores(N.E.& M.St's!Brick | 361 962,222! 8,003 511 .83 5,131
West. States| 523| 1,340,433 16,014 56|x 19' 4,080
i South'rn St's 137 436,000 5,420 02!1.24 40
* N.E.& M.St'sFrame| 258 387,049/ §.534 58|x.43i 1,845
West. States 276| 263,034/ 6,038 632.25 3,421
South'rn St’s 11 17,550, 447 50!2.55!. .
i i
Boot and shoe fac'r'siN.E.& M.St’'s|B.&F.! 507 1,268.458| 16,190 51'1.28 27,194
West. States 498| 1,173,984, 14,159 091.21 18,482
South'rn St's 1 I, 16 001.00, 154
Brush factories..... N.E.& M.St'sB.& F. s1| 116,750 2,246 10!1.92 .
West. States 1 2,000 45 00/2.25 .
South’rn St's| |, .. deeeeiieiidinnnnn.. ‘ R
Button factories.....N.E& M.St's B& F.! 13 48,050, 657 §51.37 1,481
[West. States|  |voeu|eeen e tianinl . [
-‘South’rn St':s .............. Loeriennn S
Builders’ risks...... N.E& M.St's B& F.| 763 839,830 09,16¢ 131 .09 I,15¢
West. States, 229! 199,965/ 2,805 191.40 ..
South'rn St’s. 91 77,674| 1,085 61i1.41
Cabinet shops and i l ‘
hand work........INNE& M.St's B& F.| 134] 144,260 4,346 193.02° §7C
West. States' 65|  65.475| 1,849 40/2.83 ......
South’rn St’si 6 16,166 593 32 3.671 ......
do steam work{N.E.& M.St's B.& F.| 240, 501,335 23,443 731.4.67 18,20;
West. States 74| 101,079| §,4II §7,5.35  I9Q;
South’rn Sl'si ........................ ‘ R P,
X i
Cabinet warerooms.|N.E.& M.St's|Brick | 392 926,932 ;2.833 06 1.38 6,54
West. States. 268l 569,830, 8,596 041.50 Q23
South’rn St‘sl 43‘ 109,450, 1,685 42 1I. 54| ceeaes
! |
N.E& M.St’sEFrame 137E 212,395, 4.332 34,2.04 8,843
West. States, 96i 119,292! 3,074 92|z.58i 1,64¢
South’rn S(’sl 22 46,796‘ 955 50.2.04 ......
I
Car factories........ N.E& M.St's|B.& F. 25' 70,878/ 1,979 41'2.79| 2,53¢
West. States 12 32,0000 I,Ig5 00{3.73 393
South'rn St's 1 833 31 25|3.750......
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) l ] ! Ratio '
!B:tfh ! i Ave Lot
\mt| T pe { Losses to
‘otal Total Losses' to Total Amt.| Total Pre- | kate (Total Losses| prom.
od miums | Rate oD  Prem-| oovered on | miumsre- | on on each 7}
sh |received on | On | gach Class. | fums| ®8chkindof | ceived on | each | kindof | "op
. each ' on |  Risk. |eachkindof| kind | Risk. | gach :
Class: each Risk, of " kiod |
; Class. Bisk. . of |
| Risk. |
|
),380| 74T 55(1.50 cvvuieunnafiann. 948,113| 13,215 98| 1.39( 13,235 88ixoo.
+655] 29,438 09 1.07| 9252 68| 31.4/l |
i , i
633| 12,020 71|1.79' 4,266 643 3;.5; 3,417,288‘ 41,458 8ol 1.21| 13,519 32’ 32.6
|
: ; Lo
I .......... l.... { 2,444,042 30,365 60| 1.24| 45,831 54‘150.9j
" i
|
......................... I, 118,750/ 2,291 IO 193'
! | | !
............................. 48,050 657 55| 1.37 1,482 74.225.7
|
. cieeseslocee taineanann 1,117,469| 13,059 93 I.17 1,155 29‘ 8.8
I ; i
f ' !
e Ceee en 225,901/ 6,788 91! 3.01 570 00 8.4
1
b
SICELRECERS e er e e 602.414| 28,855 30 4.79 18,404 84! 63.8
i ' |
i
| -
12 23.114 521.44 7,462 81 32.3; !
o
. |
83! 8,362 76/2.21 10484 54125.4] 1,984,695 31,477 28| 1.59 17,947 35 57.
| !
i |
..| S e l 103,711 3,205 66| 3.09, 2,933 05| 9I.5|
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| No. . Amount ,
" Class | of | on 1eceived on Lomesa
Kind of Risk. Departments. © of |Risks each Olass oneach each eachCla
' Risk. | writ- . _in each Class  .Clars _ineach
, . ten. D'ptment. ineach in Cep'tme
! rtment each
— —
i ! . .
Carpenter shops....NNE&M.St's B& F.. 288, 219,017 8,024 3573.65 1,800 (
West. States | 182, 103,195! 3,496 123.39 379 ¢
South’'rn St's 10, 10,100, 415 604.10.......
Carriage factories. . .[N.E.& M.St’siBrick ' 119 240,236, 5,058 552.11 6.955 :
West. States, | 97 169,670, 5818 203.43 1044
South’rn St's; 10 10,225, 254 872.49.......
N.E& M.St'siFrame! 322! 365,984 9,947 372.72 6,028
West. States | 205| 233,571 8,128 893.48 3,834 ¢
South’'rn 5t's : I 2,000, 50 00'2.50 .......
i .
Carriage repositories'N.E.& M.St'siBrick |, 24, 100,032, 1,050 30 1.05........
West. States’ " 19 38,300, 570 50'1.49.......
South'rn St's 18 51,300, 819 96 1.60 6,621
N.E.& M.St’'s Frame: 19 28,000 521 501.80......
West. States 16| 61,488/ 1.202 OI1.9§ .......
South'rn St's 2 8,300 211 50'2.55.......
Chemical works.....IN.E& M.St's B& F.| 41/ 238,280 4,936 69'2.07'. Ceeees
West. States 2 3,200 64 002.00.......
South’'rn St's;  |.....]...... R L PN
Cheese factories.....[N.E& M.St'slB.& F.| 120 190,088 2,282 20(1.19| 993
West. States 34 61,810 825 15'1.33|.......
South’rn St's|  [.....| ........
Crockery........... N.E.& M.St’s|Brick | 103| 351,245 2,863 55, .82| 1,061
West. States 152| 350,847 5,392 26 1.54| 9,090
South'rn St’s 31| 101,750| 1,255 I2(1.23| 2,500
N.E.& M.St’s|Frame| 19 28,783 446 87:1.55(.......
West. States 11 17,166 284 58'1.66,.......
South'rn St's) ... .ol .
Colleges and schools'N.E.& M.St’s|Brick | 252 1,112,166! 9,261 31! .83 11
West. States 221) 1,112,417] 9,623 o2l .87 4.285
South’rn St's 27| 145.800 1,693 00TI.16|.......
. . |
N.E.& M.St’s|Frame| 192| 457,225 4,962 92!1.09 7.706
West. States 521 1,044,772 II1,116 §1'1.06| 8,485
'South’rn St’s 31 77:930. 997 49;1.28[ 904
Coal oil—crude.....[N.E& M.St’s|B&F.| 39 108,748 8,642 70'7.95 1,155
West. States : ' e
|South’rn St's




Ave- Losses | rage to
Amt, Total rage Losses: ' Total Amt. ' Total Pre- | Rate |Total Losses .
red | Premiums lBuu 'l‘ou.lon y Px:n-u covered on  miums re- | on on each m

sch | received on ; On | gach Class. | fums ®achkindot ceived on | each | kind of on
m. | each Class. : each "| om . Risk. of | kind Risk, each
Class each of kind

Class. | Risk. of

| Riak.
1S P ceeeoq|  333,212] 11,036 O7] 3.58| 3,179 04| 18.3

, 131 11,131 62|2.65' 8,600 05{ 77.3

#
| 1P
| Pl
1555 18,126 26|3.01, 9,862 86 $4.4| 1,021,686 29,257 88| 2.86| 18,462 91| 63.1

1

632] 2,440 76{1.29| 6,621 07|271.3.

688| 1,035 OLI.Q6/.....conuufuenn. b 288,320  4.37% 77! 1.52| 6,621 O7/151.3.
: ' |
| ' |
I Y P ' 241,480 5,000 69' 2.07|.. .. 0.l
|
] P S P F 252,798 3,207 35! 1.23| 993 59| 32.

842; 9,510 g3|1.06| 12,652 45'133.

949 731 45]1.59[.......... ..., 849,791/ 10,242 38, 1.20| 12,652 45(123.5

383 20,577 33| .87| 4,296 72| 20.9

927| 17,076 92|1.08| 17,096 25|100. 3,950,310 37,654 25/ .95 21,392 97| 56.8

D P ETTTY PN R | 108,748| 8,642 70! 7.95| 1,155 95| 13.4



Coal oil—refined. .

Collier's & coal b’k'rs

Coffee, spice & drug
mills

.............

Cotton presses.

Cotton shedsor ware-
houses

..........

Cotton mills—steam.

Cotton mills—water.

Country stor’s & st'ks

Churches

| | s
! | Amount H'l:
f ! No. | Amount ' Premiums Batel Amount
'Doputmanu.|cz.f“; o m r::u.v‘g '&m
! ' Risk. - wriv | in each Class  [Class| in ved
| | tem D‘p‘mt.l in each . ::hlbep'h-t
| e D'pt.
| | SRS S
! |
N.E& M.St's|B&F.| 118 229,296 15,588 76:6.80(12,866 3t
West. States)  [.....[......... R P REEPRee
lSouth’rn T O R PO .
|
N.E.& M.St's|B.& F.| 199! 655,354 18,794 85:2.87i13,949 9
West. States 9 22,200, 649 00/2.90|........
South’rn St’s 1l . 7,500 187 50|2.41/|.
N.E&M.St's B&F., 38 78,048| 1,829 75(2.32| 3,330 O
West. States 19 31,115 646 66:2.08) 590 8
South’rn St's I 5,000 100 002.00, ......
|N.E.& MSt'siB& F.,, 20 52,357/ 1,071 81 2.05? 2,367 4
West. States 5 13,800 245 00i1.78,......
South’'rn St’s| | ...l ..o i, IO IO
NE&MSUsB&F.l...o.|oeeiivin]eininiiea]innn i
West. States 29 60,234| 2,067 88'3.43 1,410 0
|South’rn St’s | 192! 685,839| 27,188 91i3.96'........
IN.E.& M.St's|Brick ! 257! 707,336| 12,145 82{1.72 8,172 3
West. States 180 364,067| 12,021 01|3.30.... ...
South’rn St's | 1088. 2,267,606] 77,242 83,3.40f 3,819 4
N.E.& M.St’siIFrame| 22, 34,295 465 72![.36}. ey
West. States. 21l 22,908 793 97:3-47 -« een..
South’rn St’s 166, 1,246,496| 45,172 §5(3.62 14,210 ¢
| 1
N.E& M.St's B&F.| 415 2,086,492| 43,592 73{1.46! 4,075 §
West. States; 5 8,250 200 27(2-43 < e e uennn
South’rn St'si 25, 111,069 2,426 38'2.18 6,287 5
N.E& M.St'slB.& F.| 156/ 1,449,740 17,710 13!1.22 10,018 ©
West. Statesi 2 4,000, 80 00/2.00..... ..
South’rn St'si 20, 113.5ool 3,162 762.79 30 4
! |
N.E.& M.St’s'Brick | 713, 1,518,141] 17,258 04:1.14 22,281 ¢
West. States| 830 2,210,322, 27,371 29'1.24 8,020 4
South’rn St's’ 304, 991,186 18,134 361.83 10,167 ¢
N.E.& M.St’s'Frame| 2023 3,515,383] 51,623 19!1.47 61,502 §
West." States. 1636 2,801.998! 55,096 20.1.96!26,826 ¢
South’rn St’s! 331 742,325 17,406 39'2.34 28,960 §
N.E.& M.St's'Brick | 415 2,171,016, 14,882 o3l .68] 1,330 2
West. States 256, 1,332,743| 10,818 68 .81 266 ¢
South’rn St's l 67 325,263| 2,595 32| .80 18 5
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| | Ratio
. Ratio of
of Ave-
Amt| Tota [ ‘rege l Total Amt.| Total Pre- | Kete |Total Losses| p, o, .
ered | Premiums R.%:Tomonm ke _|| ‘coveredon | miums re- | on on each Pi:::
sach |received on ;| On ! gach Class. jums |i ©8ch kind of on each | kindof | of -
ms. | each each on | Risk. each kind of | kind Risk. each '
Class each Risk. of kind
Class. || Risk. of |
| ' Risk.
— i !
|
L l
. |
............................. 229,296 15,588 76| 6.80) 12,866 35| 82.%
i |
| |
......................... . 685,054 19,631 35| 2.86| 13,949 93| 71.1'
[
' !
.............................. 115,063 2,576 41 2.24; 3,930 85152.6.
| |
P P ST 66,157 1,316 81| 1.98! 2,367 4o.|x79.9
1
i
|
..... . . 1S P P 746,073 29,256 79| 3.92; 1,410 oo{ 4.8
9,609{101,409 66/3.04| 11,091 81 1I.8
3,606| 46,432 24 3.56] 14,210 03| 30.6| 4,643,305| 147,841 9o 3.16| 26,201 84| 17.7
i
|
»811| 46,219 38|l.49 10,363 Io 22.4‘ |
|
| i
n,240| 20,952 89|1.34! 10,048 44| 48. 4,673,081| 67,172 27| 1.44 20,411 54| 30.4
!
,649| 62,763 69(1.33| 40,469 49 64.5i
%706|124.125 78/1.76 117,289 17| 94.5| 11,779,355 186,889 47| 1.59|157,758 66| 84.4
»o22l 28,296 05 .74/ 1,615 70| 5.7




Churches, (cont’d)...
Cooper shops.......
Cotton gins.........

Comb factories.. ....

Composition roofing
factories.. ........

" Daguer'otype estab's

Dwellings % contents’

Distilleries

Drug importers’stock
—d

Drug stores—whol..

N.E.& M.St’s
West. States
Sovuth’rn St’s

iN.E.& M.St's
|West. States|
:South’rn St's

|

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South'rn St's

N.E& M.St's
West. States
South'rn St’s|

iN.E.& M.St’s|
[West. States
South’rn St’s|

i

'N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’'rn St's

N.E.& M.St’s|
West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.& M.St’s,
|West. States!
:South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South'rn St's

West. States
South’'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's|
West. States|

Frame

B&F.

B.&F.

B.&F.

B&F.

Brick

Frame

Brick

Frame

B&F.

B.& F.

B.&F.

South’rn St'sﬁ

........

113
22
20,

55

14

9
7831
3099
1563
14888
16358
2400
22

1
Amount 1
Amount | Premiums Amount
! covered on | received Losseson |
each Class | on each each Ulams
in each Class in each
D'p’tment.| ineach 'tnalt“
i
I
1,194,605/ 11,343 87 15,223 361
999,997| 10,745 1 3,603 40
32,600 §71 I. N
169,609| 4,399 1,310 00
100,370| 2,975 85 00
2,250 Y210 S
5,619 469 . .
75.947| 5.576 12,533 311
17,150 407
1,000 15 . 55 38
1,500 22 I.
182,230| 2,443 4,170 36
22,738 459 675 00
55,000 650 .1 307 50
56,68'8 1,013 I. 40 00
7,025| 163 . 25 00
22,750 370 I aeeieinen
27,278,479| 91,340 7
6,245.653| 41,003 19,450 74
5.022,967| 37,593 .7 15,282 66
20,098,867|143,175 .71 1690 23
18.217.481(155,377 19| . Jd 29
4,688,654( 66,924 101 83
50,:62| 2,819 00's5. 2,840 86
109,637 7,643 766. 7,320 50
79,900 676 35!
15,350, 132 0O
348,000( 6,333 50(1.82 4,020 0O
288,826 6,582 18[2.28 8,078 60
62.00& 1,301 25|2.  .cc..aeeel
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K 1 I Retio
| Ratio . Ave- of
I of ] ’ l
fotal  “rege Total Losses| ™| Total Amt. | Total Pre- . Hete Total Loasesprisy.
miums Rate Prem- :&eﬁd :::‘ ' x:anm- re- | ot;l ! gv:':‘uh jums
! on N
YO gch oaeh Clase. | juma | Cr ol N Kindof Rind | ik, | B
Class each Risk, of ! kind
. f Risk. of
| Risk.
|
661 45{1.01! 18,826 76| 83.1|| 6,056,224' 50,057 50, .84 20,442 46| 40.1
‘ !
....... ! 272,229 7,412 43| 2.72' 1,395 ool 18.8
........... P s 81.566] 6,046 92, 7.41 12,533 3I|207.3
[ !
| |
....... ] 17,150 407 97| 2.36i. .. coiniii]ennnn
I
T P T 2,500 47 50| 1.90) 55 38'118.
552 99!1.37 5,152 86|145.
547 06.1.79 65 00| 4.2, 346,431 5,100 05| 1.47; 5,217 86/102.3
P
937 24 -44 50,942 Il 30.
476 89? .85 165,166 35/ 45.2|; 81,552,101{ 535,414 13 .66.216_108 46‘ 40.4
| L
S P I 159,999| 10,462 76! 6.54 10,161 36, 97.1
......................... i 95,250 808 35 85I
.. [ P .. 698,826] 14,306 93| 2.05| 12,098 60| 84.6




[ ] ® |
i Ave-,
X , | . Amount rage!
; ! | No. | Amount Premiums uste. Amom
. ' Class | of |coveredon; received on Losses(
Kind of Risk. Departments. | of |Risks | each Class' oneach each -each Ch
| Risk. | 'writ- | in each Class  Class _ineec
. | ten.  D'p'tment. inesch . in Dep'tme
. I . emch
i | | ' D'pt
! | | ! |
[ | | :
Dry goods & clothing | ! i '
—wholesale....... N.E.& M.St’s Brick I 492! 3,462,437 19,945 13 .58 18,470
West. States 379| 1,852,160, 14.569 17 .79 16,377
South’rn St's 127 627,887; 5,527 79 .88i 3,468
N.E.& M.St's|Frame 2 xo,soo' 78 75' .75
West. States]  |.....0......... it | emelensens
South’'rn St's|  |.............. [seeceseanaionee snnne
Dry goods & clothing| : X :
—retail .......... N.E.& M.St's Brick , 1498| 4,170 786 39,087 50. .94 24885
‘West. States | 2031| 5,870,032 68,966 81'1.17 43.518
South’'rn St’s ' 581 z.oxz,z7o| 28,506 87 1.42 16,647
N.E.& M.St’s|Frame| 601 1,059.259! 16,541 45:1.56 4,142
West. States 406| 640,135 14,706 38'2.29| 6,513
South’rn St’s 59. 130,554 3,696 75 2.83|11,256
Dye and print works|N.E.& M.St's B& F.| 127 723,512' 11,261 7o!x.57 8.800
West. States 6 14,400 263 25 71.83]... ...
South'rn St's]  |.....|..ce.un.. [oveiinnns PR
|
Elevators... ...... N.E.& M.St’s, Brick | 668 1,818,624 60,715 96!3.34 18,355
West. States 318, 537,047, 14,511 §59'2.70|17,982
South'rn St's 3 8,000 227 50.2.84|......
IN.E.& M.St’'s Frame| 379 548,021| 18,364 23(3.35i......
[West. States; 450 533.980| 14,834 18/2.78: 4,309
‘South'rn St's;,  |[..... TAAORE OO IRE IR T
Farm prop’ty & d't'ch-’
ed dwel’gs—1 year.N.E.& M.St's B& F.| 622| 1,683,559 9.792 21| .58 1,186
iWest. States 7251| 8,327,641| 61,538 03| .74:17,923
iSouth’rn St's! 219 527,950 6,663 41]|1.26! 3,974
do —a2 years. NNE.& M.St'siB&F.| 190 261,544| 2,217 62| .85 2,214
West. States 651] 683,809 6,846 o5]1.00 1,207
South’rn St's 10 27,825 654 69(2.35]......
do —3 years.|N.E.& M.St’'s|B.& F.| 4333| 7.919,264] 79,200 17|1.00{30,144
West. States 17918/21,948,873,257,386 07|1.17|91,210
South’'rn St's|]  |..... |
do —4 years.N.E& M.St's B& F.| 674 797,86o| 8,265 74!1.04 6.509
West. States 617| 895,801 9,532 56/1.06| 1,607
South’rn St’'s]  |.....].ccc0n... Lo P P
do —s5 years.[N.E.& M.St’s|B.& F.| 1733] 3,575,786 42,141 31|1.18|24.976
West. States 12216|15 896,395|241,318 61|1.52|73,122
South’rn St's} 10! 48,200 1,089 75|2.26]|....
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] Batio
Ratio of
of Ave- Losses
Amt  Total |Tege Losses| 1otal Amt. | Total Pre- | Bate |Total Losses|pr
nd | Premiums | Rate Mmlm'p::m_ covered un | miumsre- | on | on each l?::;
kb received on| on | gach (lass. | jums |[8ch kind of| ceived on | each | kind of | op
u. | each Class. | each on Risk. jeach kind of| kind .  Rusk. each
Class| each | Risk. of kind
Class Risk, of
| . Riak.
' |
484i 40,042 09' .67| 38,317 03| 95.7:
500 78 75| 75| cccirien]innnn .
.. I ........................ 5,952,984| 40,120 84 .67% 38,317 07| 95.5
; |
088/136,561 18/1.13) 85,052 04) 62.3 !
948| 34.944 58|1.911 21,012 79| 62.7)| 13,883,036 171,505 76 1.24,106,964 83| 62.4
i |
.. .I .......... S ) R 737,912 11,524 95; 1.56 8,800 00| 76.4
67!! 75455 05/3.19; 36,337 86| 48.2 , ‘
‘ ; D
! |
oor 33,198 41,3.07 4,309 45| 13. 3,445,672) 108,653 46| 3.15. 40,647 31| 37.4
| |
|
................... ceveseas]ensss|| 10,839,150 77,993 65| .74/ 23,083 81| 29.6
| ! i
tesiesenierenafians R PR | 973,178 9,718 36| 1.00 3,421 97| 35.2
| ’ . 5
.: | ‘ |
Y T 29,868,137| 336,586 24/ 1.13(121,355 16 36.1
. ? !
ves leseesnnnnsanns e i 1,603 661 17,798 3°i 1.05| 8,117 39| 45.6
' H
R PN celesssiaenas l.....]] 10,520,381| 284,549 67| 1.46| 98,099 00| 34.5
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Ave-|
Amount | rage
No. | Amount ums |Rate| Amouws
Class . of [covered on | recsived | on | Losses (
Kind of Risk. Departments. of Risks |each ('lass | om each |eldl each Cl
Risk, | writ- | _in cach Class !Class| in ead
ten. (D'p'tmeut) ineach | in | Dep'tmu
each
|D pt.
Flour mills—steam..|N.E& M.St's B& F. 113 323,027 9,971 57|3.09 3,714
West. States| 342 724979 32,398 17.4.47}13,556
South'rn St's. 71 99,706 4,454 56(4.47! 2,625
do —watet...[N.E.& M.St’'s B& F. 387 932,253| 25,119 12 2.69(20 331
West. States. 485! 1,371,175! 39,477 0612.88| 3,175
South'rn St's! 29, I01,995| 2,566 57:2.52 15
Furriers............N.E& M.St's!B.& F.. 30 93 ozzl 975 oslx [- 73 AR
West. States! 16 31,920 307 4o| .......
South’rn St's; e .
Glass works........ N.E.& M.St' s‘B.& F. 91| 234973 5,218 26(2.22
West. States| ‘ §| 22,000 462 so0|2.10.......
South'rn St's l 1i 5,000 125 00{2.50|... ...
Grain dryers. ....... NE&MSUs B&F. ....ciivveviilineiiinnns]enn. v
West. States 2i 3,090 154 50|5.00' 2,958
South’rn St's I, 5,000 125 00;3-50i cene
Grist mills.......... N.E&M.St's B&F. 1394 752,986 19,194 67!2.55|18,691
West. States 49, 127,239 3,705 452.91 1.487
South'rn St’s 25 33,935/ 1,046 39 3.08 1,900
Groceties & provis'ns ! ! |
—wholesale....... N.E.& M.St's Brick , 375' 1,205,070 12,679 09 I.05| 6,182
West. States’ l 506 2,104,725 19,809 75' .94| 3,724
South’rn St’s| | 274 989.637i 12,230 87.1.2434.653
1
N.E.& M.St's'Framel 89 217,440 2,546 08;1.17‘ 88
West. States, .19 31,702 460 55'1.45).......
South’rn St's . 8 23,450 470 002.00|.......
Groceries & provisn's ‘ | | |
—retail .... ......|N.E.& M.St’s Brick l 918, 1,828,149 19,284 43 11.05(12,347
West. States! 1168 2,634.722) 31,361 o7 1.19:22,434
South’rn S(‘s\ | 346- 931,503 12,860 I19|I. 38|15.5o4
N.E.& M.St’s, ‘Frame! 934 1,237. 426, 18,496 0bi1. 49/10,243
West. States' I 869 1,097,16, 22,562 15'2.06 10,438
South’rn St's ; 1551 331.790 6,901 z7|z osl 3.327
- I ’
Hardware .......... N.E.& M.St's'Brick 684l 1.857,900I 18,489 44/1.00!12,888
West. States 927: 3,002.603; 34,107 96_1.11]23.208
South’rn St's | 144/ 557,010, 7,154 5o|1.28 15.856
[ i
N.E.& M.St’s Frame! 200/ 359,002' 6,462 §0/1.80| 7,202
West. States 230, 1365,874] 8,386 60|2.29| 7,001
South’rn St's! ] l 33,189/ 668 00j2.01| 8,641
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’ Ratio
Ratio | N of
| Ave of ve- Losses
W Total |Tag® |Total Losscs “re® |Totul Amt. | Total Pre- | Bute Total Loss> [pto
! Premiums | Rate| on Prem. | covered un | miumsre- | on | on each m
received on| on | gaoh (lasy. | jums each kind ceived on | each | -kind of | "op
| each Class. | each on Risk. [euch kind of| kind Ruk. ench
Class- each Risk. of kind
Class Riak. of
z! 46,824 30/4.08] 19.896 63| 42.§
3 67.162 75(2.79| 23,522 51| 35. '| 3,552,135 113,987 05| 3.21| 43.419 14| 38.1
!
..... { 124,042 1,282 45| 1.03|....0cnne
.............. l 261,973] 5,805 76I 2.22| 4,700 75| 81.
| 1
i | |
.- R [ PP | 8,090 279 50' 3.45| 2,958 331060.4!
! ' | :
' i !
Y P 9Q14,160| 23,940 51| 2.62| 22,079 44| 67.1
|
2l 44,779 71{1.04| 44,560 49| 99.5 '
2 3,476 63|1.28 88 11| 2.5/| 4,572,024| 48,256 34 1.05| 44,648 60 g2.5
i i
[ '
4, 63,505 6g/1.18| 50,285 69 79-2l l
i |
9. 47,959 48|1.80; 24,009 o4 50-r|' 8,060,753 111,465 17 1.38 74,294 73 66.7
i
\ | | |
3| 59,751 92.1.09 51,034 2I, 87. | !
!
5| 15,517 10|2.05| 22,845 40 r46.6| 6,235,578 75,269 oo| 1.21l 74,799 61| 99.4
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b
Ave- .
Amount | rage 1
. No. | Amount | Premiums |Rate| Amount
| Class [ of |[covered on| received | on | Losses oa |l
Kind of Risk, | Departments. | of |Risks | each Class | oneach |osch|each (lam’
Risk. | writ- Class Class| inesch |
! ten | D’p'tment.| in each in | Dep’tment
i Department| each n
f ! ]
‘ | | 5
Hat stores.......... !N.E.& M.St's| Brick 249/ 716,389 7,328 92 1.02' 7,160 05
‘West. States; 165/ 477,708 5,035 26|1.06 146 64
|South'rn St's| 12 39,300 423 00/1.08).........
|
N.E.& M.St's'Frame! 24 41.890' 799 60 1.9I.........
West. States 5 4,800, 11§ 00‘2.40{ 481 00,
South’'rn St's: |.........0.e. evanrennns [ T !
: ! ' | |
Hat factories. ....... N.E.& M.St’s|B.& F.| 132! 365,870 7,338 68'2.00.11,621 23
West. States 23 53,466‘ 682 83i1.28 355 24
South’rn St's ! TN lereeinanns Jreeelonennnn
Hide and leather ! . , l
stores......... ..|N.E.& M.St’s|Brick 84 431,514 2,785 o7
West. States 97 329,991 3,211 30
South’rn St's 10 16,450 97 25i
N.E.& M.St's|Frame| 34’ 87,283| 964 7'8\1.
West. States 14 43,300| 517 25(1.
South'rn St's|  |..... hovennnes I ......... ..
|
Hop houses......... N.E&M.St's B&F. 85 26,3560 567 16|2.15 1,445 20
West. States l 955| 445,271 14,356 84!3.23 6,851 00
South’rn St'sl ; ............. fonsoresnaafonna cunamnens
Hospitals, &c....... N.E&M.St'slB&F. 71 400.912i 3,025 98| .75 140 93
West. Statesl 30 II3,10I: 1,099 25 .97 2.618 45
South’rn St’s| 8 32,000{ 585 50[1.83 ... .....
Hoop skirt factories. [N.E.& M.St's:B.& F.| 43 164,275 2,139 52|{1.30 2,750 00
West. States! 7| 7,750, 101 00/1.30 .........
South’rn St's; ... ...l Do | 0000
| i :
Hotels, &c.......... N.E.& M.St’s Brick 695I 2.559,612! 34,246 15|1.34 8,636 58
West. Slalcsl 482} 1,290,236 25,209 0g{I.95 11,101 Ig
South'rn St's 94 372,687: 7,215 74]1.94 10,141 g2
N.E.& M.St's|Frame 699I 1,210,345i 26,115 g6|2.16 30,551 2¢
West. States 451, 755,024, 18,231 57,2.41 10,047 3¢
South'rn St’s. 35i 98,100; 2,841 75i2.9o 4.959 5¢
Hotels, &c., summer.|[N.E.& M.St's!B.& F.| a4 156,050‘ 3,058 94/2.541 16 o4
: West. States| e Y P e
South’rn St's, s EEEERTTRETI AT beeieenn
I
Hotels (Taverns)....N.E&M.St's B&F.| 67 108,540.! 1,929 64‘:.781 2,222 of
West. States 72| 100,332] 1,740 29|1.73 «.c.euenn.
South’rn St'sy  |.....]eee.ien.. Jeeennennnn O PR
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I Ratio
Ratio | ave- iy
mt| Total |‘iage Losees | 100l Amt. Total Pre- | Rt [Total Loses| p2
Wd | Premiums - E“:;'Mo?'e y p,':;n_ covered on | miums re- | on on each m’
th | received on : On | eqoh (lass. | jums| ®ach kind of | ceived on | each | kind of on
. each Class. | each on Risk. each kind of | kind Risk. each
Class each Risk. of kind
Class. of
! Bisk.
-_— i _: — —_——
| i
397 12,787 18{1-04 7,306 69 57.1
L
590 914 601.96 481 ool 52.6|| 1,280,087 13,701 78 t.o7i 7,787 69| 56.8
. | ]
. | B I P 419_336i 8,021 51| 1.91| 11,976 47(149.3
. | i |
; | |
i
)55: 6,093 62 -781 2,432 36| 39.9 )
| o |
;83! 1,482 03 1.13 10 00l..... 908,538 7,575 65 .83 2,442 36| 32.2
1 | H
. ‘ i
I
. ‘ B Y 471,627 14,924 0o, 3.16] 8,296 20| 55.6
| H i
R
i
e T L RTT T 1 546,013: 4,710 73| .86 2,759 38| 58.6
| | | |
N ! ............... ’ 172,025 2,240 §2; 1.30| 2,750 00{122.8
! i , |
535| 66,670 98/1.58 29,879 69| 44.8| '
' |
;69 47,189 28{2.28 45,558 o5 96.5! 6.286.oo4i 113.860 26' 1.81; 75,437 74| 66.2
} !
050! 3,958 94(2.54, 16 94; .q
’ : i
372| 3,669 93|1.751 2,222 oSI 60.6/| 6,640,926, 121,489 13{ 1.83! 77,676 76| 63.9
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Clas-

Kind of Risk. I Departmente.  of

|
India rubber factories N.E.& M.St's

|West. States
{South’rn St's

|
'
'

!
!
iB.& F.|
I
I

INE&M.St's B.& F.
 West. States' ‘
South’rn St's| |

N.E.& M.St's'Brick
West. States
‘South’'rn St'si

Ice houses

Iron founderies

. | .
N.E.& M.St's'Frame.
West. States! '
South’'rn S(‘s% .
N.E & M.St’si Brick '
West. States|
South'rn St's|

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St’s !
i

Iron stores

Frame'

Jewelers, manufac-
turing, &c N.E.& M.St’s
West. States

South’rn St's|

N.E.& M.St’s
West. States|
South’rn St’s

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.&M.St’s|Frame
West. States
'South’rn St's| |

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.&M.5t's|B.& F.,
West. States |
South’rn St's

Brick

Frame

Jewelers’ stock.... Brick

Jews or itinerants. ..

Junk stores........

1Ave-
. ' Amount ;rage.
No. Amount Premiums Rate Amoust
of covered on received | on Lome«
Rinka ' ¢ach Cluss, on each each each Clam
writ- _in each iClass in ced
ten D’p'tment. in each in  Dep'tment
! tment | each
| Lpt.
—_—— — . - t—
54 302,6861 5,387 201.78 120 &
B T I Y
2 5,500 167 50|3-05
158 343,881: 6,655 72'1.94 5.529 ¢
29 36,3700 731 9812-041 2,090 ©:
14 21,350 385 00'1 .SoI 1,250 O
185, 767,825l 13,131 21 1.71 5,349 O
61, 161.786 4,035 20/2 49 4,710 6
3 11,000 260 00/2.30.........
|
124 358,367] 8,300 46 2.32i 8,603 4
80 155,325| 4,936 07l3.18, s100
1 2,650 159 00{6.00]........
67 292,057 2,437 19, .84 5,250 0
44 158,500, 1,359 50 .86|.......,
4 23,000 109 50| .47lcennenn
301 79,4100 1,644 42 2.07! 104 ©
..... R T ETEPR TS EERRITRIR s
|
27 79,850 1,019 35 1.28’........
10| 28,600 338 so[r.18] 750
......... .--.i------.o--...;--o-"-.
15 38,856 877 06|2.26. 700 O
I 300, 4501.50[........
......................... PR P
163 398,812 3,728 83| .93 1,185 4
179| 423,933 5,237 97(1.24 238 2
39| 129,430 1,778 62[1.37]........
77| 125,810 2,072 22(1.65/ 603 §
6 4,100 103 50|2.52]........
5 7,025 113 75/1.62f..... ..
1 900 27 00{3.00|........
1 6,000, 120 00|2.00{.¢c40s..
i
39 49.096; 1,159 61]2.36| 2,126 6
4 3,700 79 0ol2.14f........
3 2,325 56 93[2.45]........
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! P  Ratio
| e Ave- Loses
rage . ' to
t. _ Total Total Amt., Total Pre- Mate Total Los- -
? ! Pre:zinms ll!‘sg: 'l‘ohlo:.om ,h:)m,* eoveledl:n | miums re- :n ' oon each“.m
2 jreceived oD OD  eqch Class, fums| eachkindof  ceived on  emch . kindof " "o
each C each | - on || Risk each kindof kind ' Risk. : go0p
Class,  each |I Risk. of i kiod
i ‘Clm. i Risk, of
i ! . Risk.
J— - !
T ,
. . .
.. - |' 308,186 5,554 70l 1.% 12000 2 1
| | | i :
| T
...| ........................... 401,601 7,712 70 1.94' 9,169 g5 118.
I . I ]
| ' |
>I1i 17.426 411.85 10,060 28. 57.7i
i ; i
| L |
! ' | . : '
342\ 13,395 532.59 9,113 44. 68. 1,456,953| 30,821 94' 2.11| 19,173 72| 62.2
L |
557 3,906 19 .82 5,250 00/134.4
’ Rl
410 1,644 422.07 104 00: 6.3  552,067| 5,550 61| 1.00| 5,354 00| g6.5
1
| . .
|
1
450 1,357 851.25 75 00 5-5;
P |
| ' |
.156I 881 56.2.25 700 00 79.3 147,606] 2,239 41 1.52, 775 00{34.6
. ! I |
. | | I
I75 10,745 42.1.13° 1,423 65 13.2
i l | |
i ; |
9Io 2,175 72'1.67 603 57 12.7 1,082,085 12,921 14 1.19; 2,027 22, 15.7
' ! %
[ i !
............ [ P SO 13,925 260 75| 1.87'e.vit voi]innnn
. 1
|
..... U P F R P 55,121| 1,295 54 2.35! 2,126 66|164.2
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Amount f‘:g:’
No. | Amount | Premiums | Rate' Amous
Class | of |coveredon! received on ' Losses¢
Kind of Risk. Departments. | of |Risks | each Class | oneach |each eachCl
Risk. | writ- each Class (Class’ in esd
ten. | D'p’tment.; inesch | in ‘Dep'tme

Department, each .

D'pt.

Liquor st’ks—whole- I
sale.............. N.E.& M.St'sBrick | 113 417,000 3,864 20| .g3].......
West. States 252 806.414| 9.567 66(1.19 9.390
South’rn St’s 56| 250,674 1,898 68/7)76 110

|

N.E.&M.St's|Frame| 14 26,700 382 75't.43 677
West. States 77| 228,631] 4,136 46{1.81i 33
. South'rn St’s 8 21,205 336 50|1.59)..... .

Liquor stocks—retail i
—saloons & rest'r's|N.E.& M.St’s|Brick | 444] 797,033 8,890 06:1.12 5.947
West. States 476] 909,780 13,943 84,1.53 5,604
South'rn St's 109| 317,825 5,001 75/1.57; 4,788

|
N.E & M.St'siFrame| 438] 597,524! 9,391 48.1.57' 7,091
West. States 539| 564,474| 12,519 86]2.221 5,143
South’'rn St’s 26 46,925| 1,153 45|2.46, 1,451
Lumber yards...... N.E.& M.St's 766| 2,257,629| 33,776 54|1.50(14,557
West. States 560| 1,447,918 26,805 031.85| 3,057
South'rn St's 20 61,240 1,195 401.95l......

|
Machine shops. ..... N.E.& M.St's Brick | 436 1,860,862| 32,639 89|1.75' 2,204
West. States| 102 258,860, 6,482 83!2.50| 3,170
South'rn S('si ‘ 8 19,800 455 00(2.30|......

|
N.E.&M.St's,Frame| 279/ 745,081 19,080 47I2.56 12,341
West. States 75| 151,849, 5,538 82,3.65]......
South’rn St’s 5 14,470 499 00(3.45|......
Marble & stone works|N.E.& M.St's B& F.| 94| 176,501| 2,458 27/1.39! 186
West. States 37 40,787 803 89.1.97|......
South'rn St's 1 1,000 20 00;2.00|......
Metal workers and

hardware factories. [N.E.& M.St's|Brick | 363/ 1,527,668| 22,146 00i1.45| 4,875
West. States 41 90,579 1,596 94i1.76| 688
South’rn St’s 16,500 227 001.38|......
N.E.& M.St's|Frame| 294{ 849,006] 15,679 99i1.85 4.998
West. States 26 39,087 946 91'2 42! 1,375
South'rn St’s I 500 20 00.4.00 ......
Milliners’ stocks....N.E.& M.St’siBrick ! 153? 280,220/ 3,160 46 x.x3| 4,697
West. States o127 237,099| 3.386 02iI.43 377
South’rn St's| l 29i 66,350, 1,035 19 1. 56i. e
N.E.& M.St's|Frame  129' 153,117 2,474 42.1.62] I1,51C
West. States 59 44,323 1,016 212.29! 646
South’rn St's 4l 13,000 300 00;2.30]......




. o S Batio
: Ratio | Ave- . of
Amt Total e I‘::"!mmt Total Pro- | Rate |Total Losses|pres
i ate -
m ' Premiums B":f:'l‘otnlmlm p,::,_. 0 on miumsre- | on | oneach m
wh  receivedon | 0D | eqoh Clase. | iums kind of oeived each | kind of on
% each Class. | each on l Risk. each kind of | kind Risk. each
Class each - of kind
- Gl i st
088 15,330 541.04 500 97| 62.
. |
536 4,855 71 x.72? 710 50| 14.6| 1,750,624 20,186 25 1.15i 10,211 47| 50.8
' ! | 1 '
538’ 27,835 65'1.37. 16,340 89| 58.7 | ‘ ;
. P
)23| 23.064 79!!-9Ij 13,686 38| 59.3| 3,233,561| 50,900 44! 1.57 30,027 27| 59.
i H !
| L
P TRE R RRRRTILELE 3,766,787 61,776 97; 1.64' 17,615 27| 28.5
' i \ | |
- | ' ' i
22 39,577 721.85 5,465 35 13.8; i ' I !
| | | a |
. ' | ' | 1
joo 25,118 29iz.76' 12,341 24! 49.1 3,050,922! 64,696 or' 2.12| 17,806 59! 27.5:
l + i i ; | :
! ! i . 1
................. Lo iiiiiieeeesi 28,3780 3382 16/ 1.50 186 87: 5.7!
' ‘i | |
747 23.969 941.47. 5,503 83’ 23.2; ; ' |
C i | I
S I : L
593 16,636 9oi1.89 6,373 42 38-3!5 2,523,340 40,616 84| 1.61| 11,937 30i 29.1
| i
|| } | i
669| 7,590 67;:-3oi 5075 05 66.9. l
! | ;
1 i '
440 3,790 63iI.Bol 2,156 40 56.9 794.109| 11,381 30| 1.43| 7,231 45 63.5,
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Ave-
Amount rage!
\o Amount Premiums Unste Amon
Class covered on  received on ' Losees
Kind of Risk. Departments. of Ruk- e.ch"ln- oLeach each esch (1
Risk. | writ- o ¢ i(lu:h (tlmusi n et
ten. 'p "t
p’tmen n es: ot n  Dep'um
D'pt
i
Miscellancous, not .
hazardous........ N.E&M.St'siB&XF., 611 3.140,935 23.062 74 .73 18
West. States 95 296,266 2,686 57 .91 1,0
South'rn St's 62 140,867 1.128 41 .8o0.....
Miscellaneous, haz- : :
ardous..... ..... iN.E.& M.St's|B.& F.! 2548 13,570 009, 95,218 55 .69 29.1%
:West. States 838 3,908,290 37,241 95 .95 38,33t
'South’'ra St's 152 587,780 5,717 11 .97 15,93:
Miscellaneous, extra : II i
hazardous.... . .. IN.E& M.St'siBX F. 7383| 7004,458 245,283 45 .91 43.56
West. States; 12333 5,273,491 77,123 02 I.44 32.07
South'rn St's © 203 565,131 9.176 02 1.62 12,39
Miscellancous,  spe- ' ! '
cially hazardous...[N.EX M.St's B F.  266' 022,230 21,485 89 3.45 15,34
West. States 333" 724,680 20,604 63 2.83 3,30
South'rn St's| 62 79,362 3,344 374 21.....
Musical instrument ! ! '
factories..... ..... N.E.& M.St’s. Brick 125 317,229 7.897 592.49.....
West. States g 11,500 280 00 2..44 .....
South'rn St's] .. i. Lieieiieeienan [seee e
N.E.X M.St's|Frame 39 105,177 4,210 82!4.00 12
West. States 10 10,400 344 003.31 1,97
South'rn St's it senss cesssrecanicsan sanen
Naval stores........ N.E.X M.S8ts|Brick 4 18,600 231 87:1.25 16
West. States| (.0 i i, e e
South’'rn St's 30 104351 2,445 52|2.34 e
N.EX M.St's'Frame 2 2,900 58 00 2.00
West. States! l ................................
South'rn St's ' 4 7.200 205 002.85 ..
| . t
Oil factor’s (not coal). N.E.& M.St's Brick | 83 323,105 5,418 I31.67 4,73
West. States Tobb 170,645 4330 08 2.54 4,3
~outh'rn St's L eee e
N.E.X M.St's Frame 20 148.43¢ 3,327 .;6!:.24 2,29:
West. States 14 23,750 717 50:3.00 2,00
South’rn St's R P P
Oil cloth factories... N.EX M.SU's B&F. 29 73.653V 2.235 55(3.03 ...
West. States . ... I P

South'rn St's
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Rt | N
Ave- of A“"? Lossen
. Lovees mec | to
mt. _ Total rage Total Losses to || Total Amt. Total Pre- | Rate Total Losses| prom.
}Premiums | Rute’ on .|| covered on  miums re- on . on each |jung
b receivedon | on © opeh Class. | jums|| €ach kind ot - ceived on | each kind of on
each Cluss. | each : | on R each kind of | kind Risk. each
| | Risk. | of
each Risk kind
Class. | " of
| i Risk
- - B | — -
|
e 3,578,068 26,877 72i .75, 1,018 75| 3.8
{ I
.
............................... 18,366,079 138,177 61’ .75{ 83,457 48 60.4.
i ‘
........................ e «evo.|l 32,903,080 331.584 49' 1.o01| 88,526 04 26.7
............. Ceeeeeeen veee e 1,426,272] 45,434 89 3.18| 18,650 88 41
20 8,177 592.48 ..............
|
77 4554 823.94 3,105 84 67.5 444,306 12,732 41| 32.87 3,105 84 24.4
| ! '
51 2,677 392.18 165 82 6.2 . i
: i
oo 263 002.60 ......0000 v 133,051 2,940 39| 2.21 165 Szi 5.6
| .
| !
40 9,748 21:1 97 9,009 85 93. ' :
| |
| - ‘ l
'35 4,044 96/2.35 4,291 95106. 1. 667,075 13,793 17. 2.07 13,361 80‘ 96.9
Y DR A ceveen, 73,683 2,235 58| 3.03 ceeeienns I ..... )
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Kind of Risk. ' Departments.

Paint and oil stores. .-
1West., States
|South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St's Frame!

West. States.
,South’rn St's

Paper mills—steam. N.E.&M. St's
West. States
‘South’rn St's

Paper (stocks of)..
‘West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.& M.St's
West. States!
South'rn St's

Paper hanging fact's. '\I E.& M.St's
‘West. States
[South'rn St's

N.E.& M.St'’s
West. States|
South’rn St’s,

N.E.& M.St's!
West. States!
|South rn St’ s

‘Patent leather fact’s.

Packing houses

West. States
South’rn St's
1

Planing mills & sash
& blind factories. .IN.E.& M.St’s
West. States;

South’rn St's,

N.E.& M.St's'
West.” Statesi
South'rn St'si

Plumbing ..... e

West. States
South’rn St's’

N.E.& M.St’s Brick

B.& F.

.'N.E.& M.St's! Brick |

|
B& F.;

ank

:N E.& M. Sl's Framc

B&F.

Brick

N.E.& M.St’s Frame

1
No. | Amount H
of eowud-‘
Risks | each C(lass
writ- | ineach
ten. | D'p’tment.
|
18 242,945
58. 130,783,
8 14,900
70 74,605
41 43,325
3 7,400
205 803,403
2 7,500
| 18 42,667
|
§7 197,300
| 45 133,066
! 7 15,410,
, 20 54,700
| 2 4,500/
Y 171,830
freeee v |
Ceeee treisiaan g
14 31,800!
|ZIIZI U
I
83  279,689!
| 297 776,903
1 300
118 212,727|
240 400,829,
l 2 5,000
I 246 3!0,209:
. 208 240, 972,
: [0 16.440
31 54,412
23 40,200
[ 71 41,200
20 28,025,
8 9,400

4,032 43 1.66 2,479 60
2,406 56 1.84 3,450 001
306 25:2.00°..... ....

1,340 03 1.80 220 00
888 65 2.05 510 66
184 50:2.49 . c.eeeven

16,956 19 2.11 6,220 33
22§ 003.00 ...cueens
1,395 19 3.27. .euenn-
2,074 001.05 464 06
1.772 651.33 2,969 46
127 65 .83 . ..cuens

634 35 116 ... ..

2,312 15 1.35 62§ 00

2,965 80|l oc 3,210 06
11,523 88'1.48
§ 00{I.00,....ccnns

3,783 99:1.78 3.009 I0
9,706 38l2.42' 4,727 38
177 5O13.55: 0. venns

25,187 598 .12 11,459 67
20,148 61 8.36 15 255 64
1,110 80'6.76'.

696 501.28 766 og
617 75'1.54 .........
517 sOIT. 1 I
409 731.46,.........
133 701.42°... .....
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-

Rntio' of
B of | . Ave-

Total Am';‘ | Total Amt.| Total Pre- | kate [Total Losses| p.t°
Premiums R“.;Towo:.m- P, covered on | miuma re- { on | on eah m’
received on | OD |, ggch Clase. . jums ©€8Ch kindof | ceived <n ' each | kindof | "op

- esch Class. each. on Riak, each kind of Lkind |  Risk. each
Class, each Risk, of kiod
Class. - Risk. of
o i
! !
) . . i |
6,745 24'1.74 5,929 60, 88. :
2,413 18.1.93! 730 66 30.2, 9,158 4zi '-78i 6,660 26, 72.7

130

92

56

3,974 301,15

680 851.15

14,494 68i 1.37:

13,607 97 2.21;

!
3,210 06 22.2‘

7,736 48

12

a5

1,831 75'1.35:

543 431.45.

freveeres ey

513,958,

853,570

405,576

171,830

56.6. 1,675,648

567,621

173,237

|

| 1
18,576 38|

4,655 15 1.

2,312 15" 1.
1

991 72

28,162 65i 1.68

46,447 0of 8.18

|
1

2,375 18) 1.37

6,220 34} 33.5

i

3.433 52 74.

10,046 54 38.9

26,718 31 §7.5

766 09 32.3




124

\ Ave-

I ! i
! . No. Amount l;‘r:no:xnt:- ',l':gtee Amount :
| | Clas of covered on received - Loases oo 1|
Kind of Risk. | Departments. of | Risks each Cluss  on each e-ch ‘ench Chn:
, Risk. ' writ- _in each Class  Class D ean .
ten D’p'tment. in each in  Dep'tment:
Depmitment each
Lpt. i
Potteries............ NE&M.SU's B&F. 35 104,425 1,823 851.73 68 jo
West. States| 8 12,000 300 50 2.50 1,450 §it
South’rn St's 5 23,000 &4T 252.35 .... ...
Printing offices..... ‘N E.& M.St's Brick 441 1,127,663 17,839 87 1.38 8,133 03
West. States, 314 004,949 10,096 19 1.67 1.829 4
South'rn St's 88 238,419 3,989 4571.67 1,843 00
N.E&M.St's Frame 67 104,350 2,137 252.05 Q35 of
‘West. States’ 264 530,379 8,708 951.64 1,529 49
South'rn St's 10 7.450 1S4 752.48 ... oee
Prisons............. N.EX M.St's BXF. 13 51,350 1,008 12 1.90 7,940 48
West. States 22 70,250 1,042 502.77ic.en. ..
:South'rn St's 2 3 250 75 002.31..
Publichalls ........ N.EXM.St’'s B&F. 465 1,204,665 16,760 501.39 6,992 30
West. States 430 829,020 12,632 86 1.52 2,247 24
South’rn St's 41 133,561 2,373 341.78 833
Public  buildings—
city, county, &c... NE&XM StU's B& F. 131 1,053,462 8,228 56 .78 107 73
West. States 1510 723,897 7.604 751.05% 13 4
‘South’rn St's 10. 62,500 1,215 031.95 .........
Railroad risks......! IN.E.& M.Sts B& F.| 310 1,165,317 17,742 09 1.52 3,67 6f
West. States " 97 208,297 13,281 95 1.58.........
South’'rn St's | 26 141005 2,86> 072.03 73 6€
Rectifying—cold.... NE& M.St's B& F.| 71 346,668 7.349 692.12 5,810 2:
West. States 58, 162,091 2855 071.76 400 O
South'rn St's P 70,875 682 25 .96 3.885 3
Rolling mills—iron.. NE& M.St's B&F. 176 808,476 15,031 431.93 13.495 9
West. States | 62 217,311 5,478 61 2.52 16,476 &
South'rn St's 8 42,000 722 021.72........
Rolling mills—brass. N.E.& M.St's B.& F. 24 241,150 1,771 49 .73 .
West. States | 3 16,500 401 252 43 ........
South'rn SUs L i i cieaea
Ropewalks—flax and .
hemp factories.... N.E.& M.St's B.& F. 73 247.470 6,082 082.45 5.397 &
West. States I 5' 10,218 346 25'4.37 ........
South’'rn St's e et e ateaiiies teee aeeeaeas
Saddle and harness
factories.. ....... NNE&XM.St's Brick . 42 71,850 1,018 00O[1.42 875 3
West. States , 61 45,620 1,109 77|2.43 250 3
South’'rn St’s' 5 11,000 275 2.50.
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i Rato i
R.?o‘ Ave- of
of ! Losses
Ave- .
! _Total |rage motal Loeses “72%/| Total Amt. = Total Pre- Rirte Tolal Losses|p, 19,
| Premiums ; Rate on Prem- | coveredon | miumsre- | on  on each |jung
;received OD| on | gach Class. jums |:€ach kind ceived on | each kind of } o
, each Class. | each on Risk. ench kind of| kind Risk. each
. iClass, each | Risk. of kind
. Class l| . Risk. of
i ' Risk,
. | |
.............................. ': 139425! 2,665 60l 1.91 2,038 95| 76.5
»} !
31,925 5:ix.62 11,806 44! 37. | :
11,030 95.1.721 2,764 55 25.1: 2,613,210 42,956 46| 1.63 14,570 99| 33 9
| .
! ]
- feei eeieeene eaa | 124,850, 3,025 63| 2.42 7.940 48(262.5
i !
............................. 2,167,252| 31,766 70 1.47 9,248 39| 29.4
' |
. TR l 1,839,859; 17,048 94| .93 181 67| 1.
|
.......... cofeseiienaes o 1,514,679; 23,892 11| 1.58 4,041 32| 16.9
............................ i 579,634 10,887 orf 1.88 10,095 59| 92.7
‘ |
| | !
............. - " 1,067,787 21,832 04] 2.04 29,972 73!137.3
|
I
C !
O 257,650 2,172 74| .84 .......... i .....
| |
.............. ' 257,088 6,528 33| 2.53 5,397 50 82.7

2,402 771.87

1,125 93 46.8
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Ave-

' Amount ,l'l:e
! No. | Amount Premiums ' kste Amou
! Classe | of |coveredon received on ' Lowes
Kind of Risk. ' Departments. of |Risks each (lass oL each ‘each ‘each Ch
! Risk. :;inb- Dm euc:h . H il(l lu:h uch D:;f:

. 'p* . ea i

pimen Department eu:hl

D’pt.
N.E.& M.St’s|Frame| 44 46,600 816 25 1.75 15
‘West. States 19, 27,000 304 451 46 1,966
South'rn St's| ... e

Saddle and harness: I
StOreS. ... .ouuunnn N.E.& M.St’s|Brick 47 98,667 1,142 081.16. ...
West. States 102] 268512 3.024 §3.1.17 2,82
South'rn St's 22 58,650 886 75{1 51l ......
N.E.& M.St's|Frame| 62 60,050 1,082 85 1.80 1,22t
West. States 84 59,348' 1,504 88 2.54 3:
South'rn St's|  [..... S S
Salt works.... ..... N.EX M.St’'sB& F. 6 12,019 204 861.70......
West. States 21 43,034 1,398 433.25.....
South’'rn St’s et i e eeeeee theeiiec e cenns
1

Saw mills—steam....[N.E&X M.SUs|B& F.] 130 252,916 3,250 855.24 9,34
West. States i 380 784,813 44,387 69'5.606 11,36
South'rn St’s! . { 27,600 2,027 87:7.33.....
do —water.... N.E&.\i.Sl'S:H‘& F.' 242 355459 10.743 5§03.02 7,86
West. States 30 71,642  2.233 75 3.12 1,78
South'rn St’s 1 PP P
Straw goods........ N.E.&M.St's B& F.! 4 15,280 273 901 79|.....
West. States | 1 1,500 18 75 1.25].....
South'rn St's R RITR RSP P .-
Straw good factories.[N.E.& M.St's B& F.' 56 188,497 3,097 261.64].....
West. States 1 1,500 22 501.89l.....
South’'rn St’s U P
Stables, &c., public..|[N.E.& M.St's Brick 194, 375,400 6.127 601.63 qq
West. States 172| 324.807 6,005 472.03 66
South’rn St's 32 51,050 1,512 00 2. 911 4 00
N.E & M.St's Frame  s39] 685,488 15,132 39 2. 21 5,26
West. States 261 296,790 8,119 32'2.74 1,50
South’rn St's 21 31,526 871 882,771 3
Stables, &c., private. [ N.E.& M.St’s Brick 350, 687,030 5,732 71 .83l .....
|West. States 83 71,775 848 gg;1.18......
-Soulh'rn St's 79 58,8035 785 9(,': 34 e
'N E.& M.St'’s, 'Frame 2011l 1,830,349 19.497 36 I. 06 5,88
West. Sntcsl 1340, 812,335 8.653 77 1.0710 32
South'rn St’s! . 203 197,756 4,426 43'2.24: 34
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"
!
{

4
v

ol Hatio
S N Ave- Lossss
. A ) ' '

_Totul  ‘ragelTotal Losses| “e?® Total Amt. ‘Total Pre- Lsie [Total'Losses| s,
Premiums Rate on Prem- coveredon  miumsre- | on oneach |jumg
received on | on | egeh Class, | jums ¢ach kindof ' ceived on " each | kind of | on

s, jeach on | Risk. - each kind of kind Risk. each
Class each - Risk, : of kind
‘ i Class. | Risk. of
; | Risk.!
— | '__ [ {
| !
i |
P P !
1,210 70.1.64. 1,982 39 163.8 . 202,070} 3,613 47: 1.78| 3,108 32[ 86.
‘ I
i !
5,053 36!:.22‘ 2,825 oo| 55.9. |
I . - ! ’
. . i :

2,587 73.2.17 1,258 50’ 48.6. 535,227 7,641 09' 1.431 4,083 50I 53.4

: Lo ' i

............. ?l|| 55,053 1,603 29 290‘

; | i ] .
. Cg i |
59,666 41'5.60' 20,701 97! 34.7
; !
12,977 253.04 0,670 42' 74.5!l 1,492,490 72,643 66 3.87 30,372 39 41.8
! i '
} : -
e 16,780 202 65 1.74 .. ..iiiiit e
e eeeceee teee it saaes ! 189,997, 3,119 76§ b ;Y S
 x4.245 071.89 5,654 69 39.7]
; . ! i
24,123 59!2 38 6,805 84 28.2| 1,765,961 38,368 66| 2.17 12,460 53 32.5
|
)

7,367 66; .9O0[...........]iuuudi l

T - |
82,577 56I1.14 16,559 87| 50.9]| 3.668,050! 39,045 22| 1.09: 16,559 87 4I.5




128

Kind of Risk,

Starch & glue fact's.. IN.E.& M.St's B.& F. 116, 144.668!

! Departments.

‘West. States
South’rn St's

Saltpetre—stored....iN.E.& M.St's B& F.'

Saleratus factories.. .

'West. States
South'rn St’s

‘N.E&M.St's B&F.

West. States
South'rn St’s

Steamships & stmb’ts N.E.& M.St's

Ship building

Silk factories

Ships and cargoes in

Soap & candle fact’s.

Shoddy factories. ...

Stove & tinwa’e fact's.

Sugar refineries

Tanneries, steam, &c.

West. States
South'rn St's

N.E&M.St's B& F.

West. States
South'rn St's

N.E& M.St's B& F.

West. States
South'rn St’s

N.E.& M.St's
West. States
South’rn St's

N.E.& M.St's B& F.

West. States
South'rn St's

N.E&MS’'s B& F.

West. States
South'rn St's

N.E& M.St's B& F.

West. States’
South’rn St's

N.E&M.St's B&F.

West. States
South'rn St's

N.E&M.St's B& F.

West. States
\South'rn St's;

Ave-

Amount rage
No. ' Amount | Premiums Rate Amour
of |covered on | received on  Lomsses
Risks | each Class: oneach each each(h
writ- . ‘incach | Cluss Class inesd
ten ‘'D'p'tmeut. ineach - in Dep'tm

t each

5.706 04 3.94 5.143

7 15,050 358 g02.32......

I 43,250 313 75 .73 -
..... R R R asenitucane

1 5.000 112 502.25 ......

457 2,286,803 37,810 41 1.65’10,895

42 101,488 2,711 112.65.....
39 145,608 2708 701.85 .....
112 208,733 2,836 341.36 .....
6 7,242 137 58 1.90 .....

3 4,000 42 501.06.......

I

53 264,768 3,002 041.13 7,04
208 869,536, 8,548 94 .98.....
41 89.847! 920 15 1.02!.....

8 7,158 106 90 :_49i.....
130 350,335 6,425 99 1.83| 3,96
57 126900| 3,654 88:2.88' 7,15

2 2.300i 47 502.06:......

2 2,oooi 120 00 6 oo‘ ..

1

.............. ERRRRREER IR
..... -:l.. --iq-..,---A
230 519,084 7,968 70'1.53| 4,32
213 420,420] 6,689 29!1.59 o4
25 71,186 1,127 90 1.58.....

169 1,036,307| 20,345 !7!1-96.15'53
5 21,000 430 002.0s|.....
10, 64,ooo|- 1,500 002.34! ... .

997. 2,443,612
55' 93,504
1j_ 2,000

83,535 03 3-42!49.50
3.154 7613.37. 1,65
40 00i2.00.....
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| |: Ratlo
. Ratio of
A of | Ave- Losses
Am:  Total  ™EeTotal Losses | Total Amt. Total Pre- | Héte [Total Losses|pr'l,
ed Premiums Rate| ° on tao-. covered on  miumsre- | on oneach |jumg
wh receivedon 0D | oqch Class. iums |, ®Ach kindof * ceived on |each | kind of on
8.  each Class. each . om || isk. each kind of ' kind Risk. each
Class . each Risk. of kind
.Class, |, of
= -, _ - - - fo—
e e e e 159.718  6.064 94; 3.80| 5.143 42] 84.8
1
................. Jevn veenen vennn: 43 250! 313 75{ I £ TR
: i ] !
.................. | e e 5,000 112 50! 228 e,
! ‘
| . |
' . " 1 .
........................... [+++++- 2534019 43,230 22, 1.71 10,895 77| 25.2
I | !
' !
N e N 219.975 3,016 420 1.37 -
! | ' :
1
| ! I
............ 264,768 3,002 04, 1.13 7.942 76264.5i
; : ' i ; i
' | i
1 : H
............ .I 966,541 0,575 99 .QQic-eriiieniienens
ll ' + t
! : i : :
e seesceiaesenee e e 479,535° 10,128 37: 2.11 11,113 go|10g.7
| .
. ! . |
............................... 2,000 120 00] 6.00 cuvtrveviin vnnns]
i 1
b
............ , 1,011,294' 15.785 89| 1.56 5,264 90 33.3
: i ) |
| : !
1 ! . :
e R PR ' ri21,367, 22,275 171 1.99. 15,534 14 69.7
i | ) |
] H
J TN feeviiiiiesenes. D 2,830,116 86,729 79! 3.42 51,158 87 59. |




i Bati
| . Ave- of
Amount Low
| No. | Amount | Premjums Rate| Amount | to
Kind of Riak, Departments. | of R | e o | e | eth | il Gl g
Bisk. | writ- | in cach Class |Class| in each | om
ten. | D'p'tmeut.| inesch | in | Dep'tment, eac
Department each Clu
‘D‘pc. inea
Dep
| o —
Tanneries, cold liqu'’r )
and currier's shops.IN.E.& M.St's|B.& F.! 228/ 507,306 8,156 191.61| 9,416 02118
West. States I & 28,800 584 502.03| I,184 54.202
South’rn St’s PR PN
Transit risks........[N.E&M.St'’s|...... 18 79,060| 6,914 oo.ts 75 10,199 o(:?u;.
West. Siates 9 15,360‘ 465 87:3.03 394 co 84,
South’rn St's 11 u,lo()i 580 00§.22 ......... Y
i
Theatres.....:...... N.E&M.St’'s|B&F. 41| 151,125 6,098 85 ;.03 8,000 00.13I.
West. States 11 206,052 977 003.75 1,230 QO'I25.
South’rn St's 5 9,900 475 004.79 «eovieen o
Tenement houses....|N.E.& M.St's|Brick 51 99‘8501 737 32' .74 225 00 30
West. States 13 26,400 377 00T 43 eennn...
South’rn St's 3 11,500, 136 25'r.18 2,603 oo IgII.
N.E.& M.St's|Frame; go x31.o74| 1,991 00.1.52 4I5 29' 20.
West. States 31 28,075 570 202.03 181 92 3I.
South’rn St's 11 25,300 375 75'1.48 ... ......n.
|
Tobacco & s'g'r fact’s N.E.& M.St’s|Brick 82| 266,270 3,797 15.1.46 3,753 83 ¢8.
West. States| 48| 142,350| 2,459 72'I.73 510 0O 20.
South'rn St’s 118 395,310, 7,943 16|z.oo 8,916 57 112.
N.E.& M.St’s|Frame; 43 78,075! 1,182 60'1.51 5,975 00 505.
West. States 13 26,080 466 75:1.79 .. .ee. ..
:South’rn St’s 32 72,050/ 2,002 5012.86 ..............
Tobacco stemmeries.N.E.& M.St's B&F.|.....|......... [UUUVUUTUTEN FUU TP
West, States 68 86,306, 2,376 29|2.75 . PR
South'rn St's 66/ 144,2711 2,067 60|2.06 e
Tobacco & segar st’ks, ;
—wholesale...... N.E.& M.St's|Brick | 49! 190,296 1,384 56| .73 ....cc... ...
West. States . o 46,880 484 oo|1.03 ... ...u.. ...
South’rn St's | 61| 283.242. 3,368 s5|r.18l.
N.E.& M.St's Frame; 91| 239,977, 1,833 87| .76,.
West. States 8 10,515 190 73|1.81 ... .. ...l
South'rn St's 2 1,450 29 00]2.00,. .

Camas. A, Jenxzy, Eoq., Secretary:

Deas 81z -
ience on Trangit
L L * L 2

AT ey i

on the liability of certain R

States was the resul!

Nxzw Yorx, January 31, 1878
of 30th inst., I believe the higher rate and more adverse ax|

t of some roving
Aroad (

policies issued by

for m andmse,



131

[ | B
R Raotfio Ave-l L
Ve
Total Amt.| Total | rage|Total Losses| ret”|| Total Amt.| Total Pre- | Rate Total Losses| p
covered | Premiums | Rate on Prem-|| coveredon | miumsre- | on ! om each |
on each | received on | on | eqch Class. | jums||each kind of | ceived on | each | kind of
Class. each Class. | each on Risk, each kind of | kind Risk, B
Clasa each Risk. of 1
| Class. Bisk,
| |
— - |-
| |
I |
: i
......... : 536,106] 8,740 69, 1.63| 10,600 56/1:
! !
| ‘
. PR P, [oeee! 105.526) 7,959 87, 7.54| 10,593 061
I ! | ‘
! y ; '
....................... L 187,077 7.550 85 4.04{ 9,230 goI:
I : .
, !
137,750 1,250 57 .9t 2,825 00226. . !
. ‘ i | X
i . ' : : l i
184,4491 2,936 95[1.59{ 5§97 21’ 20.3, 322,199, 4,187 52! [.30i 3,422 21| |
| ? | ' ‘
] o :
803.930| 14,200 03]1 .77 13,180 40, 92.8: . | i
! ‘ l : ' :
i ' ' | |
176,205 3 711 85 2.111 5975 00 161, | 980,135, 17,911 88i 1.83i 19,155 40X
i ' .
| ! ! i '
| |
......... lq ‘; 230,577 5:343 89\ 2.32. .. .eeenls
Co | : '
| | '
521,418 5,237 I1'1.00 ‘ l
. ‘ C o
| i
257,942 2,053 60 82 ........... KRS I 773 360 7,290 71 .Q4|.ceet vn].

likewise of other risks taken at the parent office on the liability of certain Express Companies for simila

pert I refer to fire risk only.

entire number of 'I‘r-mit Risks in the three sections was limited, but sufficient to satisty an ¢
writer there is no profits in the class of policies reguired by the assured referred to.

P.8

Yours truly,

—Above is from memory, and in the absence of written data.

® & & & 0 &
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., Class
Kind of Risk. | Depariments. of
par - Risk.

Tobacco and segar! )
stocks—retail. . ...!N.E.& M.St’s Brick

|West. States’

1South’rn St’s

\N.E.& M.St's Frame
1West. States'
\South’rn St's

'N.E&M. Stanck
‘West. States
1South’rn St's!

Trunk factories

1
‘N.E.& M.St’sFrame]|. ..

‘West. States
-South'rn St's

, |
Type foundries.....'N.E& M.St's|B.& F.
‘West. States,
South'rn St'si !
.'N.E.& M.St's! Brick
‘West. States!
South’rn St’s

‘N.E.& M.St’s Frame
"West. S(alesl
South’rn St’ s,

.\I.E.& M.St’s'Brick
West. States;
South’'rn St’s’

Upholsteries, &c...

Variety stores......

N.E.& M.St’s Frame,
West. States
South'rn St’s
Warehouses and con-
tents, City......... N.E & M.St’s Brick
West. Siates
~south’rn St's,

N.E.& M,St’'s Frame
West. States
South’rn St's

‘N.E.& M St's'Brick |
"West. States!
south’rn St's:

Warehouses and con-'
tents, country

l | ' Ratio
A t oy l:'—
un
No. Amount | Promsiums | Ao Amoust %8
of |coveredon| received = on | Losses on |Prem-
Risks each Clasa | oneach |each each Cluss 1une
writ- | in each Class (Clase! ineach on
ten. . D'p’tment.| in each | th :Dep‘uncnt‘ ench
' D" ineach
: % l 'n' Deps.
: :
135: 266,805 2,806 97'1.08; 2,314 27, 79.9
115 194,515 2,726 84'1.40 3.369 54.123. 6
62. 146,632, 1,727 I7II. 18
l , |
83 133,146 1,563 27 1. 17 4.603 32 294.§
61 62,120 1,566 37'2.52.
14 18630 575 603.09, 496 75 6.4
11 48,050] 724 5'211-5x 54 54 75
8. 11,950 210 00'1.76 . ooov. v
e [ PN
J l ......... !| .............. ‘
22| 22,763; 561 552 46‘ [
; P '.... ceerean
‘ | I
17 84,500 .403 752.66......... [P
10 37.500l oox 60 Q3I 50155. 7
........ T R SRRy
25 84,400, I1.251 801 48 5913 4.7
31 75,283 1,240 00'1.065' 40 oo' 3.2
2 4,500 87 501.04 «eveeeniiennn.
22‘ 4:,233% 746 94'1. gg 13 11 1.3
) 10, 300 00'2.83 B P
1 1,270| 30 182 38‘
|
177, 390.956! 4,310 49'1.10, 3,680 87 85.4
118 240,288, 3,215 4311.34 434 07! 13.5
26 81,625, 1,064 951.30 ....... |.....
100 I3% 055| 2,223 81'1. 43 644 05! 28.¢g
46 50.402: 1,081 77 P8 ¥ ST [reeen
.............. B AR EEEEEEECE
1467 6,837,650 55,771 70 .82 12,088 20, 21.]
784 2,046.522, 26,347 40'1.28 22,168 66- 84.1
497 1,561,993; 18,973 3o.r. 21 16,678 ool 87.¢g
il
356 779,740, 10,410 471.33 5930 83‘ 57-
388 532,867 10,074 78'1.89 4, 341 92! 43.1
43 62,918, I,441 062 29 .iiiveenfennnn
! ]
208 509.983' 5,904 181.04 223 o-;l 3.8
120, 276, 352. 3,818 64,1.38 814 02| 21.3
15, 40383 484 45.1.20..... ... ...



el | u] =
Ave- of [ 'e.:' Losses
Amt.|  Total Losses!| rotal Amt.| Total Py | Los-es| p 2
red | Premiums ""“.g'l‘otdwlm P eovétqd':n minms re- k:n“ To::mh“ m’
sch | received on | on | aqch Clase. | fums||each kind of | ceived on ' each | kind of on
.. each Class. | each on Risk, each kind of | kind Risk. oach
Class each Risk. of kiod
Class. | | Biak. of
| Bisk-
l
952/ 7,350 98|1.29| 5.683 81 77.3 |
3,896 3;705 24{1.73| S5,100 07(137.7/: 821,848 11,056 zz! 1.35| 10,783 88| 97.5
0,000 934 52(1.56 54 54 5.§ ’
| |
]
2,763 561 5§5/2.46]. ... ufinnn, 82,763 1,496 07 1.81 54 54| 3.6
B PR I [ 122,000, 2,003 75' 1.64] 931 50| 46.5
| o
i h
#1833 2579 30157 99 13 3.8
I
! |
3,504| 1,077 12:2.0I 13 n' inl 217,687‘ 3,656 42| 1.68 112 24| 3.1
2,869 8,500 87 1.21| 4,114 94/ 47.9 '
| L | .
| B
5,457 3,308 58;1.61} 644 05 xg.si] 918 3z6| 11,896 45| 1.29 4,758 99| 40.
|
o | |
! | ! )
6,165/101,004 40; .97i 50,934 86 50.4;| | l
5,525| 21,926 31 1.59° 10,272 80 46.83 11,821,690 123020 71| 1.04| 61,207 66{ 49.8
[ |
L | |
6,718| 10,207 27|1.15| 1,037 09 .xo.zlj . i
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Ave-
! Amount n;eei
| No. Amount | Premiums | kate| Amount
Class | of lcoveredon| received @ on | Losseson
Kind of Risk. i Departments. | of |Risks | each Class [ ou each each Clars
Risk. | writ- _ineach Class lctuu in each
| ten. D'p'tment.| in each in Dep’tment
! ) Department| each
i ! | D'pt.'
| — |
Woodenware stocks.(N.E.& M.St’s'Frame| 727 1,250,340| 16,030 71!1.28 6,090 71
(Continued.) West. States 565, 697,701| 13,085 24.1.88| 7,569 32
South’rn St's 13 19,012 430 4o|2.26 e
Wharf & pier risks..!N.E.& M.St's|... 65I 200,252| 2,837 44'1.42 10 63
West. States 4 6,220 69 ool1.11].........
South'rn St's 74, 126,459 2,921 50|2.3I e
Woodenware fact's. .[N.E.& M.St's B& F.| 52 83,0950 3,267 68/3.89| 527 6«
West. States 22, 30,618 1,480 034.83) I,450 oc
South’rn St’s 2 7,000, 350 €0!5.00| .\u.nen.
|
Woodenware stocks.!N.E.& M.St’s;Brick 33 75.550 792 75!1 .05l 3,100 7¢
|West. States 28 62,963 731 §711.16|. .. ......
iSouth'rn St’s 4 9,300 118 ool1.27|..
N.E.& M.St's|Frame 23| 38,126 612 63|1 .61f..
West. States 30 44,593 829 45|1.86]..
South’rn St’s B R EEERI CER TPy
Woolen mills, steam.[N.E.& M.St’s B.& F. xoozi 4,809,694(102,173 9112.12(92,430 O
West. States 11, 39,000 1,385 00‘3 1
South’'rn St's 5. 35,000 1,187 5o|3 39[seencnnnn
|
do. water. N.E& M.St's B& F.| 285, 1,122,562| 22,260 27,1.98| 5,167 2
|West. States| 7 17,434 698 00(4.00] .......
South’'rn St’s| 16' 70,625 2,048 75/2.90| 69 Box
] .
Wood workers (not, | i
classed)—steam... N.E& M.St's B&F.| 96 189,975 8,351 56(4.40! 9,560 6:
{West. States 58 85,330, 4.577 05!5.36 13 7¢
South’rn St's|  |..... ! EE AV U P
Wooden rows and |
contents.,......... N.E&M.St'sl...... 727,  749,114] 25,113 16|3.35 31,463 7¢
West. States 1741 1,828,663| 69,763 82;3.81|37,755 o«
South’rn St’s a1l 57727 2,618 g8l4.54 44 2t
Works of art....... N.E& M.St's...... 65i 152,658 1,591 78.1.04..
West. States 10 13,261 183 50[1.38.....
South’rn St's| 4 13,400 153 50,1 15| e
Wood and coal yards } ‘ [ l
and sheds........ |N.E.& M.St's...... 165 338,858/ 5,873 11,1.73 6,057 1t
|West. States: 23 27,802 605 74.2.18].........
South’rn St’s; 3 3,550 68 50.1.93|..
|
Grand Totals...|......ivevee]veenandones, TR R l e
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\ |
Ratio |,
Amt. Total s Losses! -
'ota
red | Premiums . B-teTomou to
sch ‘°°°"°d on' ‘m|mh(}hu.[muu
.- | | om
Cl-u | each |i
| I(!luo |
f—— ———]
! |
1 | |
r.ossj 29,546 351.50 13,660 03, 46.2

sl
I ! I |
7,813 1,642 321. u:

i |
2719 I.442 081. 74 ........ A

3,694,104,746 41 la. 14' 92,430 03,

3,100 79I188 .8

I

l

88.2'i

2,621, 25,007 022.06' 5 865 21| 23.5

|
|
|
|

.....

[Tohl Amt. | Total Pre-

on | miumsre- |

|euch kind ceived on
Risk. each kind of ki
Risk.

2,853,771 39,753 62

332,931 5827 94

121 568| 5,097 71
i l
|

[
230,532, 3,084 40

|
|

6,004,315' 129,753 43
! ,

275,305‘ 12,928 61
| :

2.635.504; 97,495 96

179,31g 1,928 78
|

370,210' 6,547 35‘

4.

1.77

.70

.07

14,697 12' 37.

10 63

3,100 79|100.5

98,295 23,

9,574 37

69,263 85

6,057 18

|

|

|
.. l ............................. ,
................................. 4'400,707.57015,128,965 lzl

1.28

2,638,143 83

1,977 60. 38.8
|
l
|
l

.2|

|

75.8
!
74.1

71.

92.5

51.4






APPENDIX J.

SYNOPSIS

OF

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

For the Years

1865 to 1869,

INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Number of Risks Written, Amounts Covered,
Gross and Net Premiums, Average Rate, and
" Losses Paid on each kind of Risks

for each year.
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APPENDIX K.

SYNOPSIS

OF

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

For the Years

1865 to 1869,

INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Amount Covered, Premiums Received,
Average Rate, Losses Paid, and Ratio of Loss to
Premiums on each Class and kind of Risk.
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APPENDIX L.

SYNOPSIS

OF

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

For the Years

1868 to 1873,

INCLUSIVE.

Showing the Excess of Premiums Received over Losses
Paid, or Excess of Losses Paid over

Premiums Received.



Excess of | Excess of
Class Premiums Losses Paid
Kind of Risk. of received over
Risk. over fums
Losses Paid.| Received.

Agricultural implements, carriage manufac-

tories and hard wood workers............ 1! 28,658 71
Paintand oil stocks............ ... ... ..., 2. 33 24
Apothecary—retail ................ ... ... 3 . 15.369 70|
Bakeries and confectioners................. 8 © 2,480 06|
Bleacheries, dye and print works............ 9 ' 12,795 04

Blacksmiths, coppersmiths and plumbers... 10 7,479 74

Breweries.......... N 11| 2576 §5

Common bridges. ..........covver connenn 12 470 05

Bone and lamp black manufactories.. ....... 7 340 89

Broom cornand brush..................... ) L7 P 2,602 24

Boot and shoe manufactories............... 17 1,006 69

Builders’ risks.............c0 et iieennnn 18 | 11,231 89

Buildings occupied for offices, stores and .

SEOTAZC. .. vt iivreennneennns cnvnnncnans 19 | 37,968 82

COoOperage. .. ...c.vve tivinnnineinnnnnens 20 948 04

Basket and willow factories.... ............ 21 247 66

Barbershops...............' ............... 22 318 85

Brick works..........coo ittt 23 304 31

Cabinet and piano factories..... ........... 28 j..iiiennns 1,056 39

Cabinet and piano warerooms........ ...... 29 466 65

Carpenter shops................. P 30 ! 14,868 g2

Carriage repositories. ............c0aun... . 3r ' .......... 1,249 22

Currier and morocco factories...... .. .... 32 ; 11,593 86

Country churches.... ...............o.... 33 : .......... 4.240 18
. \'\Chemical WOTKS ..ot 34 : 230 46

"‘igar MaNUfACIOTIES. o ovvevre e ieeenannnns 35 | 2,958 37

b,

.



N Excess of | Excess of
K of Risk i | Ficmivms Losss,
RISk | osven Paid.| Recelved.
Coal, lime, and cement yards....... ceeeaaee 36 1,465 o5
Drugmills......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 37 620 62
Cottonmills..........oiiiiiiiiiiiianan.. 38 | 19,607 61
Cotton batting and wadding mills.......... 30 joeceennnns 2,334 21
Country StOr€S. .. .ovvviieernneennnenansnns 40 2,117 94
Clock and watch factories.......occeinvnnn. 'S S P 1,615 14
Lodgerooms.........coiiiiiiinniienanns 42 ) 578 o1
Charitable institutions..................... 43 [.oevnnn. 363 15
Cheese factories. ......coiviinvrnennennans 44 148 03
Dwellings and furniture, in cities & villages. 49 | 98,430 58
do do —farms..........00 50 567 58
do do —with stores under. sI | 14,326 05
De‘nti5ls' furniture, &c................ [ 52 210 93
Envelope manufactories...... ............. 59 86 25
ElectroplateS..see..vvvereeivneecrnancannns | 60 | 118 31
Flour mills—by some means amount omitted, |
but largely behind.. .64 ceee
Flax mills.........oiiiiiiiiaiii i, ] 6s 504 37
Glass houses and potteries................. 70 iiiiesiens 3,229 3%
Glue manufactores.........coeevenruenenes 71 §70 12
Hotels and furniture in cities.. ............ 76 | 10,794 80
Hoop skirt factories...........cooieinenen 79 |eeeniannn 3,692 g5
Hardware, cutlery, &c. .......ceevvvnnnne. 81 5,375 99
Ice houses and contents................... 86 9,064 45
Iron foundries.. .. ovunernnrieseeseeeeennnns 87 | 12,533 99
Junk stocks—without oily waste............, 91 1,387 77




: Excess of Excess of

Kind of Risk. Bl i

Rk osoes Paid.  Revelved

L

Lumber yards. ......... 94 8,323 42
Laundries........co..ocaeneana.L, 96 588 28
Last factories...........ccevveivnninnnnn. . 97 2,438 79
Marble and stone works... ............... | 100 . 1,492 58
Machine shops................... Ceraieann 101 | 17,708 14
Milliners’ and dressmakers’ stocks......... 02 1,735 91
Mining, coal, and l.ead. e eertceree e 103 3,920 60
Merchandise—wholesale................... 104 | 74,224 O1
Merchandise—retail........... ciesesiaien.. s 105 | 87,167 04
Manufacturing—miscellaneous........... .ol 106 6,187 o5
Oil, soap and candle factories.............. 112 2,027 62
Office furniture and fixtures and libraries.... ' 114 2,921 84
Paintshops.... ...t 118 4,086 43
Paint and lead factories.................... 119 3,880 93
Paper hanging................... . e 123 1,105 59
Paper collar and box manufactories......... 124 762 25
Pawnbrokers’ stocks. ..... perreeeenaaans 125 ' 461 75
Storage on wharves and piers...... eieeer... 126, 1,660 55

Printing and lithographing...... e eeenens 127 ‘ .......... 7,554 1
Pork and slaughter houses.......... eeeee. 128 6,108 50
Planing mills, sash, blind & door manuf'ct's. 129 22,913 94
Photograph galleries............... e 130 2,079 34
Railroad property...........covvvvennennn. 136 9,716 71
Saw mills—water power.................... 142 5,520 04
do StEAM POWET.. .ovvverunnnsonnnns 3,368 141

3



Kind of Risk.

Class

Excess of | Excess of

Stables—horse-car and private (including liv-
eryand team). ... ...oiiiiiiiiiiieiinenns

Steamboats’. .......ciiieiiiiiiiiii e renaee
Straw factories. ..o.vvveeeereeiieeeeennrone
Saloons—eating, drinking, billiards.........

Tanneries. . .....coieveiencecesrsrnnennsonan

Tin ware and sheet iron workers........... i
Theatres and opera houses................. !
Upholsterers and mattress makers.......... :
Cord wood, piled on li)t where cut..........
Window shade factories....................

Woolen mills.....ccvivveiiiiniiinnees onn

144
145
146
148

154
156 -

S e
s pua | Tambent
48,921 0§
.......... 4,320 59
.......... 1,635 50
8,951 78
5,537 54
2,153 63
s 1,026 38
873 39
.......... 1,700 ol
167 50
......... . 22,857 86

Grand totals.........................l....

i
.| 658,455 gs| 68,042 68






APPENDIX M.

SYNOPSIS

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIREINSURANCE COMPANY

FOR

5 YEARS IN THE WESTERN STATES.

Showing the Amount Covered, Premiums Received, Ave-
rage Rate, Losses Paid, and Ratio of Losses to Pre-
miums on ecach Class and Kind of Risk.
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APPENDIX N.

SYNOPSIS

OF

THE BUSINESS

OF A

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

Showing the Amount Premiums Received, Losses Paid, and
Ratio of Loss to Premium on each Kind of Risk.
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APPENDIX “B.”

AGGREGATE RETURNS

Fire Insurance CoMPANIES

OF LOSSES PAID,

CCCCCCCC

FIREWORKS AND FIRE CRACKERS

DURING THE MONTH

JULY, 1877.
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APPENDIX “C”

LETTERS

FROM

MAYORS OF PRINCIPAL CITIES

IN THE UNITED STATES,

AND

STATEMENT

OF

Cier or U. S. Bureau oF Stamismics

SHOWING THE

QuanTiTY AND VALUE

OF

FIREWORKS & FIRE CRACKERS

IMPORTED IN

1S76 and 187%.
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IMPORTATIONS FOR 1876 & 1877.

Statement of the quantity, value and amount of duty on Fire Crackers

and Fireworks entered into consnmption in the United States, during the

fiscal years ending June 30, 1876 and 1877:

18%6....

1877....

Fizx CRACKERS. FIazwoRxs.
Boxes. Value. Duty. Value. Duty.
221,814 $175,166 18  $221,814 26 $10,680 77 $3,204 23
161.312 144,979 16 161,311 g5 11,550 61 3,465 18
383,126 320.145 34 383,126 21 22,231 38 6,669 4t

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF STATISTICS.

January 14, 1878.

EDWARD YOUNG,
Chief of Bureas.

CHARLEsS A. JENNEY, Esq.,

Secretary of Commillee on Statistics,

National Board of Fire Uuderwriters,
156 Broadway, N. Y.



303

LETTERS FROM SUNDRY CITIES.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
City HaLL,
BROOKLYN, January 14, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY,
Secretary N. B. F. U. "Statistical Bureau, New York.
SIR: .
In response to yours of the r1th inst. I am-happy to state that the

efforts which grew out of the very general discussion of the dangerous use
of firearms, fire crackers and other fireworks, in cities, resulted in the
passage of an ordinance by the Common Council of the City of Brooklyn,
last year, by which all persons were forbidden, under penalty of twenty-five
dollars, to * discharge any cannon, gun, pistol, fowling piece, or firearm of
any description ; or to store, sell, or offer to sell, explode or set off any fire
crackers, rocket, squib, or combustible fireworks of any description within
the city limit,” excepting only such *‘fireworks exhibited by order of the
Common Council or by an exhibitor, who shall be aulhorized, by a permit
from the Mayor, to exhibit the same for public amusement.”

The Fourth of July, 1877, in this city, was a quiet, orderly day

No fires occurred, and but few, quite inconsiderable, accidents. The
day passed to the general satisfaction of the community.

Respectfully yours,

JAMES HOWELL,
Mayor.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,

CiTY OF CHICAGO,
January 16, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq..
Secretary N. B. F. U. Statistical Bureau, New York.
DEAR SiR:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of rrth in relation
to the suppression of the fire cracker nuisance. That the efforts made by
the National Board of Fire Underwriters have been attended with great suc-
cess, not only gratifying to the bureau but to all sensible persons, there is
no doubt, if conclusions arrived at based upon returns received be correct.

In our own city of Chicago I have endcavored, on general grounds of
safety, to regulate the sale and explosion of fireworks, especially of fire
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crackers ; and, although it has been up hill work, I am pleased to say that
our efforts last year were rewarded with excellent results.

Up to recently the laws and ordinances of the city were inadequate to
meet the emergency, but improvements have been and will be made which
will cover the ground thoroughly. We found, last year, that nearly all
dealers in pyrotechnics had large stocks on hand, and that the liberal en-
forcement of the new law, which was enacted at too late a date, would in-
flict great hardship upon the poorer class of persons in that line of business.
In anticipation of the passage of restrictive laws on the subject, large
quantities of fireworks were sold, and on the occasion of the last national
holiday superhuman efforts only could have prevented their explosion en-
tirely. However, the ordinances were enforced as far as practicable, and
the day passed without even an alarm of fire, while before and after the
day in question, whatever fires occurred were in no way attributable to the
use of fireworks.

I shall give my cordial support in'this matter, which can be gradually
* regulated ” to a nicety by wise legislation, and all cause of danger removed.

Obediently,
M. HEATH,

Mayor,

CITY OF WORCESTER, MASS,,
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
MaAvyor’s OFFICE, January 18, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, EsqQ.

My DEAR SIR :
The result of the suppression of the use of fire crackers, and the

efforts to secure care in the use of pyrotechnics on all occasions, has
proved so great a safeguard, and is so generally approved by our whole
community, that I feel confident in saying that no step backward can pos-

sibly be taken.
Very respectfully yours,

CHARLES B. PRATT,
. Mayor.

OFFICE OF THE
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS,
City HaLL, BosToN, January 18, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq,,
Secretary N. B. F. U. Statistical Bureau.

DEAR SIR :
Your communication addressed to the Mayor of this city, dated
Tanuary 11, was referred to this Board with a request to answer the
same, and the Board takes pleasure in saying that during the last two



’
308

years, in consequence of the refusal of the Board of Engineers to grant
licenses to keep and sell fire crackers and *“ serpents,” the loss by fire on
holidays has very much diminished, and the beneficial effects have been
very manifest and gratifying.  The 4th of July of 1877 passed withoutan
alarm, and unusual quietness prevailed throughout the city from beginning

to end.
Very respectfully,

DAVID CHAMBERLIN,
Chairman.

MAYOR’S OFFICE,

ATLANTA, Ga., January 18, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY,
Secretary N. B. F. U., Statistical Bureau, New- York.
DEAR SIR :

Your letter of inquiry as to the general effect of the agitation of
the matter of suppressing the public use of fireworks in Atlanta,
received. I am pleased to state that we have an ordinance forbid-
ding the use ot fireworks in the city, and since its adoption, which has
been over a year, there has been no fire here from the use of fireworks.
Our fires have been less frequent, and our rate of insurance less. Before
the adoption of the ordinance forbidding.their use, cotton had been set on
fire on holidays by their free use, and I think a suit for damages is now
pending against the city for the burning of cotton on a general holiday by
reason of the use of fireworks. The prohibition is, in my judgment, a
very essential one.

Respectfully, N NGI
. H. ANGIER,

Mayor.
Asunderwriter I once represented here most, or all, of the Hartford Com-
panies, some from Philadelphia, and some from Virginia. '

CITY OF TOLEDO, OHIO,
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR,

January 19, 1878.
CHARLES A. JKNNEY, Esq.,

Secretary.

SirR: Yours of the 16th inst. received. I am satisfied that public opin-
ion here, which had been aroused by the efforts of your bureau in prevent-
ing the use of fire crackers and other pyrotechnical displays on the 4th of
July of last year, did much to prevent fires as well as prevent personal
accidents from their use in this city, although no ordinance had been
passed prohibiting their use.

Great credit is due to your bureau for its efforts in suppressing a
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nuisance by which much loss is sustained, and incalculable misery is
entailed to persons by injuries and death from the use of an agent which
should be fitly named the ** Heathen Chinee.”
I have the honor to be, etc.,
W. W. JONES,
Mayor.

—_—

OFFICE CHIEF ENGINEER FIRE DEPARTMENT,
DISTRICT oF COLUMBIA.
WASHINGTON, January 21, 1877.
CHARLEs A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary, etc., etc.

DEeAR SIR:

Your favor of the 14th inst. duly received, and contents noted. It
gives me great pleasure to have the opportunity to give an expression of my
opinion in regard to the efforts made by your bureau, during the years 1876
and 1877, to suppress the use of fire crackers and the dangerous kinds of
fireworks which usually takes place on and about the national holidays.
The general effect in this district since the agitation of this matter by your
bureau has been not only good, but very good in results by diminishing the
sale and causing more carefulness on the part of the people ; and, notwith-
standing we had one serious fire on the 4th of last July, the true cause of it
cannot be traced dircctly to the use of fireworks of any kind.

Hoping your bureau will continue the good work of agitating this sub-
ject until it is completely abolished or confined, by rigid laws, within safe
limits in every town and city of the country, is the earnest desire of,

Yours very truly,
MARTIN CRONIN,
Chief Engineer Fire Department District of Columbia.

MAYOR’S OFFICE,
Cirty Hall,
LouisviLLE, Ky., January 21, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary, elc., etc.
My DEAR Sir:

Your letter of 15th inst. duly received, etc. I am pleased to be
able to say that during the ycar 1877 there was but one fire the result
of fire crackers or pyrotechnics, that was on July 4, 1877. The extent of the
damage was only about three hundred dollars.

Very respectfully,
CHARLES D. JACOB,
Mayor,
per WOMACK.



807

CITY OF WHEELING, W. VA,
Mavor’s OFFICE.
WHegLING, W. V4, January 23, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq,
. Secretary.
DEAR SIR:

In reply to your favor of 21st, I say that on July 4, 1874, there were
eight alarms of fire, caused, in every case. by the unrestricted use of fire
crackers and fireworks. In 1875, on July 4, the use of fire crackers, etc.,
was repressed, but not entirely prevented. On July 4, 1876, their use was
interdicted, and persons attempting to set them off in the streets were ar-
rested, but permits were given to careful and responsible persons, allowing
the use of fireworks, etc., at such places within the city and with such re-
strictions as | thought would insure safety. In 1877 the same course was
pursued, and in neither of the two latter years did we have a fire, not even
an alarm, on the holidays. The circulars issued by your Board were duly
received by me, and heartily approved.

Very respectfully,
A. ]J. SWEENEY,
Mayor.

NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,
MANCHESTER, N. H.
. MANCHESTER, N. H., January 23, 1878.
CHARLEs A. JENNEY, Esq.,
New York.
DEAR SIR :

Your letter of the 21st inst. to his honor, Mayor Kelley, has been
handed me to reply. In this city fire crackers were prohibited, except in
the parks, and no fires occurred on the 4th.

Your efforts in this matter are duly appreciated.
Very truly yours,
JOHN C. FRENCH,
Sec. N. H. Fire Insurance Co.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
LAWRENCE, Mass.

LAWRENCE, Mass., January 24, 1878. -

CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq,

Secretary Statistical Bureau N. B. F. U.
My DEAR SIR:

Your communication of the 22d is received, contents noted, and in
reply would say that for the last few years our city government has confined
the use of fire crackers, etc., to our common or park, and I think it is better
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understood each year that their use will not be allowed in any other place.
A few arrests the night before the 4th of July seems to be a very convincing
argument to those who must explode, that the common is the only safe
place to do it.

I think our people are inclined to discountenance the use of fire
crackers more and more each year, looking upon it as dangerous, and a
needless waste of money, from which no benefit is derived to any one.

I am, very truly,
Yours, etc.,
J. R. SIMPSON,
Mayeor.

MAYOR’S OFFICE,
City HaLr, -
OMAHA, NEB., January 25, 1878.
CHARLEs A. JENNEY, Esq,
Secretary N. B. F. U. Statistical Bureau.

SIR :

Yours of the 21st inst. is at hand. Some time in June last your
circular in regard to the hazards incurred by the promiscuous use of fire-
works on the 4th of July was received by me. I laid the matter before our
City Council, and it was well received, and its suggestions were, to a con-
siderable extent, adopted.

The City Marshal was directed to suppress the use of fireworks as far
as practicable, and we passed over the 4th of July without any fires in the
city. Were it possible to prohibit the use of fireworks entirely, without our
city limits, the property holders would be gratified. I think there is a grow-
ing sentiment in favor of such action, and when public opinion is strengtb-
ened a little more in that direction, we shall try it. We have a population
of 25,000, and as yet our dwellings and stores are largely of wood, though
fast being replaced with brick structures.

* Very respectfully yours,
R. H. WILBUR,
Mayor.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
CIiTY OF GALVESTON,
GALVEsTON, TEXAs, January 26, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq,,
Secretary, etc.,

New- York.
DEAR SIR:

I am in receipt of your favor of the 21st, and in reply would say
that I know of no casualty by fire in this city, the past year, by the use of
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fire crackers, or other kinds of fireworks, but we have so stringent an
ordinance prohibiting their use that we do not look for any disaster from
that source.

I should be pleased to see your compilation of statistical information
when it comes from the press.

Very respectfully,
D. C. STONE,
Mayor.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,

ProviDENCE, R. 1., January 26, 1878.

DEAR SIR:

I am directed by Hon. Thomas A. Doyle, Mayor, to reply to your
favor of the 12th by saying that he has nothing to add in relation to the
suppression of the use and sale of dangerous kinds of fireworks further
than what he stated to you in a communication on that subject under date
of Aug. 2, 1876.%

The law prohibiting the sale and use of certain kinds of fireworks was
enforced during the year 1877 in the same manner as in 1876, though with
better results, as no fire occurred on the 4th of July, nor at any time during
the year, whieh could be attributed to fire crackers or pyrotechnics.

Very respectfully yours,
HENRY V. A. JOSLIN,
Mayor's Clerk.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, EsqQ., Secretary, ete.

MAYOR’S OFFICE,
City Har,
CoLuMBUS, OHI10, January 26, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq.,
New York City.
DEAR SIR:

We did not succeed, on the 4th of July, in suppressing the use of
fire crackers, etc., in our streets, public opinion not being educated up to
that point ; but the vigilance of the police and the discussion of the matter
in the press certainly lessened the danger and made people more careful.
Agitating the matter will, in my opinion, do more good than anything else.

Very respectfully,
J. H. HEITMANN,
Mayor.

* See Report 1876- 7, page 168.
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MAYOR'S OFFICE,
Ci1TY OF MOBILE,
MOBILE, ALA., January 28, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Eso.

DEeArR Sir: Yours of the 21st inst. at hand, and contents noted. I
would state that there is so little fireworks used in our city that there is no
danger of fires originating from their use. To my knowledge there has
been no fire in this city for years which was the result of fireworks.

Yours respectfully,

GEORGE G. DUFFEE,
Ma,wr..

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
BuFFaLo, N. Y., January 28, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary, elc., elc.
DEAR SIR:

Delay and disappointment as to information from a quarter where
I expected it have prevented my replyving to you earlier. A record of fires
in this city is kept at the headquarters of the police, and I am there in-
formed by persons who referred to the record that for the last five years—
1873-1877, inclusive—there has been no fire of importance on or about the
4th of July, unless one on the night of the 4th of July, 1877, when the loss
was probably $10,000, be excepted. Thus it seems that no statistical infor-
mation of value to you can be furnished from this quarter. But the insur-
ance agents here warmly approve of efforts to diminish the dangerous use
of fireworks, and to secure greater caution at pyrotechnic displays. Several
years ago one of our best churches was destroyed by fire originating from
a rocket.

Yours respectfully,

S. SCHEU,
By R. HADFIELD.

CITY OF CINCINNATI,
Mavor's OFFICE,
CINCINNATI, O., January 30, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq.,
DEAR SIR:
In reply to yours [ will say that our city has been extremely for-

tunate, as up to some four years since youngsters were allowed to send off
all kinds of fireworks on the national holidays, and we did not have any
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fires; and since the time mentioned they have been prevented from such
displays of patriotism, and we have not had fires.
Guess our atmosphere must be poor for large conflagrations.
Yours,
R. M. MOORE,
Mayor. .
Per W. L. DE BEck,
Mayor's Clerk.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
DuBuQuUE, Iowa, January 31, 1878.
Mgw. CHARLES A. JENNEY,
Secretary, New York City.
DEAR SIR:

I am unable to state how much good was accomplished by the
efforts of the Underwriters to impress upon the public the necessity of the
careful use of fireworks on the 4th of July, but it was very much. We have
had no fires here on that day the past two years, and I know that great cau-
tion has been practised, and think it is largely due to the interest taken in
it by your Association, and too great praise cannot be bestowed for your
interest in the matter.

Very respectfully,
GEORGE B. BURCH,
Mayor.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,

SAN Francisco, CaAL., February s, 1878.
CHARL®S A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary Statistical Bureau, N. B. F. U.
DEAR SIR:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of
January 19 last.

The General Orders of the Board ot Supervisors of this city prohibit the
discharge ot fire crackers and fireworks of any kind, and no permits are
given for their discharge on holidays. Public opinion sustains this legisla-
tion and practice, and losses by fire on the 4th of July and other holidays
are much smaller than they were when the use of fire crackers and fire-
works was permitted.

Very respectfully,
A. J. BRYANT,
Mayor of Sam Francisco,
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MAYOR’'S OFFICE,

GRAND Rarips, Micu., February 6, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary N. B. F. U. Statistical Bureau.

DEAR Sir:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of Janu-
ary 22.

I am not able to furnish any information of importance or interest oo
the subject presented by you.

Fire crackers are pretty generally used here on the 4th of July, but not
on any other public day. I think a good degree of caution is exercised on
the part of property owners and citizens generally on the only dayon
which fire crackers are tolerated here. 1 do not believe the consumptionis
as great as some years since, and I judge less the last year thaa in any pre-
vious year.

Respectfully,

GEORGE W. THAYER,
Mayor.

MAYOR’'S OFFICE,

PATERSON, N. J., February 6, 1878.
CHARLEs A. JENNEY, Esq.,
Secretary Statistical Bureau N. B. F. U.,
156 Broadway, N. Y.
DEAR SIR:

In accordance with instructions received from his honor, the
Mayor, I would say, in answer to your letter dated January 21, that although
we have nothing in our city ordinances which prohibits the use of fire
crackers or other articles of a similar nature on the 4th of July, yetI am
glad to say that the vigilance displayed by our authorities, and the efficiency
of the heads of our fire departmeat, have. in my opinion, been instrumental
in freeing our city from any danger of fires at this particular season of the
year. Even last year, when we, along with all other city authorities,
thought that some measures ought to be taken for protection against what
we supposed, and which no doubt was, an unparalleled display of firewérks,
we were entirely free from fires, and our past experience has been a very
limited number of fires traceable to this cause. While we have had a few
cases, the losses sustained have becn very small indeed.

Yours very truly,

WILL. HAGUE,
Clerk of the Board of Aldermen.
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CITY OF PORTLAND,
Mavor’s OFFICE,
PorTLAND, ME., February 11, 1878,
CHARLES A. JENNEY, Esq,
Secretary, etc.
DEAR SIR :
Your inquiry of the 16th ult. came duly to hand.

I should have replied earlier, but I hoped to be able to send you a copy
of one of our daily papers containing a proclamation issued by me as
Mayor to our citizens the week before the last 4th of July, with the com-
ments of the press thereon. Unfortunately I have been unable to obtain
such a copy, and therefore send you the proclamation in manuscript. A
large number of extra police were put on duty, and every precaution and
preparation made to make the movement a success. The result was most
gratifying. We had—what had never happened before—a quiet night
before the 4th of July, in which the sick were undisturbed, and our citizens
generally could enjoy a night’s sleep, and at the same time the danger of
fire was averted in a great measure. I should have been glad to have gone
further, as stated, and have suppressed the use of fire crackers the next
day, but thought it prudent not to push the matter to extremes in the first
instance.

I am, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
M. M. BUTLER,
Mayor.

MAvYoRr’s OFFICE.
7o the Citisens of Portland :

Subject to the prevailing high winds, as Portland is at this season of
the year, and wooden buildings having been suffered to spring up all over
our city, the danger of conflagration is by no means to be unheeded.
Warned by the terrible visitation that has overtaken St. John, and by the
near approach of our national anniversary—the anniversary, too, of our
great calamity—I would most respectfully urge upon the attention of our
citizens the importance of increased watchfulness and precaution against
fires.

I have deemed it my duty to instruct the police to suppress the use of
fire crackers from this time till sunrise on the 4th of July, and I should be
glad if these little incendiaries could be wholly suppressed on that day
also, but this appears to be impracticable so long as their use is encour-
aged by large numbers of our population of all ages, and until some other
way is adopted to manifest national rejoicing and patriotic feeling than
that borrowed from the * Heathen Chinee.”

It is found by experience that one of the greatest sources of danger is
the reckless handling and discharge of firearms during the night preceding
the 4th, gun wads being particularly liable to communicate fire. On that
account, and for the sake of the sick and feeble, to whom the night is abso-
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lute torture, and to relieve our citizens generally from what has grown to
be an intolerable nuisance, the police have been especially directed to put
a stop to the firing of guns and pistols throughout the night, and until the
bells begin to ring the next morning.

All good citizens and property holders are called upon to sustain the
police in their endeavor in this direction, and all parents and guardians are
requested to exercise all needful restraint in the premises over those under
their control.

All persons who, regardless of consequences, will persist in destroying
the peace and safety of the city on that night will be summarily arrested,
without fear or favor, and dealt with according to law.

(Signed) M. M. BUTLER, Mayer.

June 25, 1877.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Mavor’s OFFICE,
ST1. Lotis, Mo., March g, 1878.
CHARLES A. JENNEY, EsqQ,
Secretary N. B. F. U., Statistical Bureas,
New York.
DEAR SIR:

In reply to your inquiry concerning the general effect in our city of
your efforts to suppress the use of fire crackers and dangerous kinds of
fireworks, etc., his honor, the Mayor, begs to state that it is beyond doubt
an undertaking that has resulted beneficially, and is viewed as a salutary
measure even by those not immediately interested. So far as his honor
is concerned it is sufficient to state that it is his intention to prevent, as far
as lies in his power, every tendency toward ' the improper use of fireworks,
and to forbid or restrict the same to such kinds and to such localities as
are sufficiently isolated in character and place to remove any apprehension
of danger. :

Respectfully,
F. F. ESPENSCHIED,
P S
P. S.—Reply unavoidably delayed.
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

(The Fournal of Commerce, New York, May 22, 1877.)
TIMELY ACTION.

Taking time by the forelock, the National Board of Fire Underwriters
have returned to the attack on the use of fire crackers and other dangerous
combustibles and explosives in the celebration of the approaching Fourb.
They present again the familiar statistics of the great losses yearly occur-
ring from the prevalence of this barbarous observance in the United States.
They recommend, with much urgency, the adoption by all cities and towns
in the Union of an ordinance forbidding the firing of rockets, squibs,
crackers, or other articles of the kind, within the cbrporate limits; also the
manufacture of such goods, and the sale of the same, except in original
packages as imported, within those limits. Such an ordinance, if genenally
adopted, would drive the manufacture and the consumption of fireworks
into the open country, away from settlements, and would reduce almost to
nothing the large yearly losses by fire on the Fourth. Besides this large
saving it would change the national holiday from being the most hideous
and dreaded day of the year, for timid and quiet persons, into a welcome
anniversary and rest from toil at a time when that is most prized by
tired and heated denizens of cities. The National Board will have the
prayers of every invalid and the best wishes of most grown up people in
their crusade against this nuisance. The subject has not been long enough
before the public, in the shape presented by the Board, to have produced
much of the good fruits desired. But already about five hundred American
cities and towns have passed ordinances regulating the use of fireworks,
and diminishing the danger from them. There can be no safety short of
absolute prohibition of these foolish indulgences in every populous place,
and the Board should make no compromise which will give less than that.
The same organization intend to press the request on Congress to passa
law forbidding the importation of fire crackers. The invoice value of these
goods imported during ten years since January 1, 1865, is put at less than
$1,500,000 ; and the loss from two fires only, caused by these little pests
within that time, was at lcast $15,000,0co. The Board make the strong
point that, as Congress bars out obscene articles and infected animals and
hides, so they ought, for equally good reasons, to exclude Chinese fire
crackers from the ports of the United States.

(The New York Daily Tribune, May 21, 1877.)

THE FEARFUL FIRE CRACKER.

It is bad news for the boys, and perhaps for some children of larger
growth, but the Fire Insurance Compganies, through the National Board of
Fire Underwriters, have begun thus early a crusade against Fourth
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of July fire crackers and other loose pyrotechnics. It is sought to secure
from the local authorities ordinances making it penal to manufacture, vend,
or use any crackers, squibs, or other minor pyrotechnicalitics. If their
making and selling and, substantially, their importation can be stopped, we
shall get rid of the danger arising from their use. But whizz and fizz and
slam and bang are so intimately associated with our American notions of
liberty and independence that any absoiute suppression of the noisy
nuisance can hardly be expected. It is to be regretted that the observance
of the *“ Fourth” took such a Chinese direction. It is easy to imagine a
celsbration rational, quiet, and appropriate; but habit is second nature,
and for some years to come, though in a mitigated way, the anniversary
cracker will continue to explode.

The Board gives some figures which are really startling. The invoice
value of all the fire crackers imported since Jan. 1, 1863, is less than
$1,500,c00, while the loss by only two fires directly occasioned by them was
$15,000000! On one day only of last year the loss traceable to them
amounted to 25 per cent,of the whole invoice value of the importations in
1875. Every dollar's worth of crackers impnrted has occasioned a direct
loss by fire of upward of 8100. The Centennial Fourth of July cost the
insurance companies alone $154,574, while the value of the crackers
imported during the year was but $166,095. Then fireworks of American
manufacture during the ten years from 1866 cost $2,556,000—which has all
gone off in smoke.

The fire cracker, costly as it is, is rather an insignificant amuscment.
There are few among sensible people who will rush to its defense, and the
explosive should not be allowed to speak for itself. Perhaps if we began
by stopping its importation, the public taste might in time give up rockets
and serpents and the other fiery fascinations of the Fourth, contenting
itself with brass bands, picnics, speeches, orations, processions, bell-
ringing, illuminations, and other innocent diversions.

(Popular Science /llzmllzljl, March, 1877.)

In consequence ot the extraordinary precautions taken last Fourth of
July, the losses by fire from the use of fireworks were less than usual on
that anniversary ; but the losses so caused were nevertheless enormous,
In the report of the National Board of Underwriters it is stated that the
invoice value of all fire crackers imported since January 1, 187z, is less
than $1,500,000, and that the loss by two conflagrations, traccable directly
to them amounts to upward of §15,000,000! It is considered to be not an
extravagant statement that every dollar’s worth of fire crackers imported
into this country occasions a direct loss by fire of more than S1ov.

(Public Ledyer and Daily Transcript, Philadelphia, May 22,1877.)
THE “HEATHEN CHINEE"” STYLE.
The National Board of Fire Underwriters has issued its annual mani-
festo against the use of firew nks and fire crackers in the celebration of the
national anniversary, and submits an ordinance which it recommends for
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adoption by all citics and towns in the United States. This proposes to
prohibit altogether the use of combustible fireworks or explosive prepara-
tions, the selling of such fircworks, except in original packages as imported,
and the manufacture of combustible fireworks within city or town limits.
The statistical officers of the Board have collected a vast amount of inform-
ation showing the great destruction of property resulting from our * heathen
Chinee ” style of celebrating the Fourth of July, and, in their report of last
year, say, that every dollar’'s worth of fire crackers imported into this
country has occasioned a direct loss. by fire, of more than one hundred
dollars. Itis scarcely neccssary to array statistics on the subject ; itis an
indisputable fact that fireworks are dangerous and destructive, and that
almost incalculable suffering is entailed upon the sick and dying by our
noisy method of celebrating the national holiday. But it is equally true
that our people, old as well as young, have become so infatuated with the
abominable custom as to makc it most difficult, if not impracticable, to
enforce at once a law prohibiting the use of fire crackers and fireworks.
Both facts should be recognized, and legislation should proceed in view of
both. Fireworks displays might be provided in a place or places where
they would not be likely to set fire to property, nor to injure the public, nor
disturb the sick. And it safe public displays were thus substituted for dan-
gerous private displays, the law prohibiting the latter would find more favor,
and thus in time, as customs change, it might be rigidly enforced. A com-
plete eradication of a deeply rooted custom cannot be made in a year by an
unwclcome prohibitory law ; but a restrictive law with a degree of safe in-
dulgence may win its way in the public regard in the course of a few years
to a degree that might displace the absurd and dangerous part of the
custom altogether. .

(The Morning Star, Providence, R. 1., May 22, 1877.)

The National Brard of Fire Underwriters, while fully approving of
such laws upon fireworks and fire crackers as are in force in this city, re-
commends also the following :

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manufacture, within
the limits of the city, any cracker. squibs, rockets, or any other combustible
fireworks, and every offender against the provisions of this section shall
forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars for each and every offense.”

On a previous occasion the same Board recommended that Congress
should pass a law prohibiting the importation of all fire crackers, every
dollar’s worth of the latter having destroyed about a hundred dollars’ worth
of property.  The Board is perfectly right. "Our city should not allow any
use whatever of fire crackers, rockets and similar nuisances, within the
limits of the city. and such a law should be enforced with special severity at
every Fourth of July, and the two days preceding it. For any person to
celebrate political liberties by fire crackers is ridiculous ; for a wooden city
to do so in the driest season of the year. is madness. The city’s Committee
of Arrangements for the next Fourth of July, we trust, will omit all kinds of
fircworks and all other useless expense.
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(Republican Fournal, Belfast, Me., May 24, 1877.)

The National Board of Fire Underwriters have issued a circular calling
attention to the great damage from the use of fireworks, and particularly
fire crackers, on about the Fourth of July yearly. There is no doubt of the
great public danger from that source. We all remember that the city of
Portland was burned by crackers about ten years ago. Fifteen millions of
loss by fire inthe past ten years can be traced directly to Chinese fire
crackers. Their sale and importation ought to be prohibited, juvenile pat-
riotism to the contrary notwithstanding. Meantime municipal regulations
should suppress the Chinese incendiary.

(The Detroit Free Press, May 23, 1877.) .
THE FULIGINOUS FIRE CRACKER.

As the sun climbs the heavens and prepares to usher in the “ heated
term,” the soul of young America begins to be disquieted within him by
reason of the consciousness that the Glorious Fourth approaches. Though
the holiday is still a month distant there are pennies to be saved and reso-
lutions to be formed as to the best method of realizing the maximum of
noise for the minimum of outlay ; and the saving and the forming take time,
Upon one point, however, there is no necessity for reflection, and that point
is fire crackers. Whatever else may be unsettled or uncertain, fire crackers
are an indispensable element in the celebration of the nation’s birthday and
are included in every juvenile estimate of the ;pleasures, the possibilities
and the expenses of that joyous occasion. With regard to them, even while
most agitated upon other subjects, young America is at peace.

It is a noteworthy fact, however, that what young America regards so
complacently is looked forward to by a certain portion of elder America
with the liveliest apprehension. The noisy possibilities of the fire cracker
which assure his youthful mind a certain amount of celebration, whatever
fails, affect the National Board of Fire Underwriters like the peal of an
alarm bell. If the Board were not a corporation, and therefore soulless, its
soul would be disquicted as effectually as young America’s though for a
widely different reason.

As early as last October the Board referred to began its solemn protest
against the use of fire crackers on the Fourth of July by the publication of
a report setting forth the loss which the country—and the Underwriters—
had suffered from the cunning invention of the “ Heathen Chinee.” In that
report the Board showed that the invoice value of fire crackers imported
since January 1, 1865, was less than $1,500,000, and that the loss by fire in
two instances, directly traceable to the little incendiaries, had been not less
than $15,000,000. They gave also many other facts and figures, showing the
danger to property from the free use of fire crackers and the enormous
expense entailed thereby on the public ; and they asked, on the basis of
their report, that Congress would prohibit the further importation of the
destructive explosives.
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The Board now publishes a supplement to its report, giving the
opinions of the press in relation to the matters set forth therein, and calis
renewed attention to the subject. What the Board asks is more rigid
restrictions in cities and towns upon the sale and use of the more dangerous
fireworks, including the * crackers,” and the request is one which may well
be heeded. We are well aware that the juvenile deprived of his fire
cracker will be tempted for a time to doubt whether it was really worth
while for the fathers of the Republic to declare their independence ; but the
pressure of a great public necessity justifies even this sacrifice. If we can-
not suitably honor the birthday of freedom without putting her children in
peril of their lives and in imminent danger of being rendered homeless, it
is better, on the whole, that the day be dishonored. It is not necessary,
however, to proceed to any such extremes. There are methods—and if
there were not the inventive American mind would speedily discover them
—of duly celebrating Independence Day without jeopardizing our cities
and towns. There can be noise enough to gratify the most exacting juvenile
ear without increasing the fire risk. There are fireworks even which
present all the attractions of noise and light and brilliancy without danger.
There is sense, therefore, in the appeal of the National Board of Fire Under-
writers for a more rational and less dangerous method of celebrating the
Fourth. We commend the subject to the City Fathers as one which may
well occupy their minds at an early day.

(The Bulletin, Norwick, Conn., May 22, 1877.)

A supplement to their last year's report has been issued by the National
Board of Underwriters, relative to the damage done in cities by fireworks
on national holidays These documents are freely distributed among the
municipal authorities of the country, with a view to securing lacal legisla-
tion to restrict the use of pyrotechnics, especially such as cannot be con-
trolled when once discharged—serpents, squirts, chasers and the like.
The action of the Board is commendable, and should be followed up in
such cities as have not already taken such steps, by appropriate enactments.
The Fourth of July is now but six weeks off, and the interval is only
too short for any neglect in this regard to be repaired, whenever occasion
requires.

(Paterson, N. J., Daily Guardian, May 21, 1877.)

The National Board of Fire Underwriters propose to upset the fun of
the boys on Fourth of July. They have drawn up a brief and sweeping
ordinance which prohibits, with penal fines, the manufacture, sale, or use
of any *squib, rocket, cracker, torpedo, grenade,” or other explosive com-
bustible. This ordinance and a circular giving an account of the vast de-
struction of property every year by dangerous fireworks, has been sent to
all the cities and villages of the country. A reform of this kind will come
slowly, like steam fire engines, etc., but it is really time that we began to
consider some more sensible way of celebrating the Fourth, than the bar-
baric nuisance of the old fizz and bang style.
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(The Republican, Scranton, Pa., May 21, 1877.)

The National Board of Fire Underwriters have issued a circular de-
precating the use of fireworks and fire crackers in the observance of na-
tional and other holidays, and calling upon the authorities of cities and
boroughs to pass ordinances looking to the suppression of their use under
heavy penalties. The circular is accompanied by a report of the losses
sustained by fire originating in these causes, which shows that while the in-
voice value of all the goods of these classes imported since January 1, 1865,
is less than $1,500,000, the loss by two fires alone within the last ten years
clearly traceable to these litile incendiaries reached not less than $15,000,000;
and that on a single day last year the loss from the same cause reached a
fourth of the whole invoice value of the importation for the year previous.
Last year, because of ‘the words of caution issued by the insurance men,
was an exceptionable year, but yet the losses reported as occurring from
fireworks and fire crackers on the 3d and 4th days of July foot up a total of
$154 574.16, truly a most expensive display of patriotism. The remedy
suggested by the Board of Fire Underwriters is certainly worthy of serious
consideration, at least to the extent of preventing loose management of fire-
works, and the abolition of the treacherous fire cracker altogether.

(The Beacon, Lambertville, N. ]., May 25, 1877)
FOURTH OF JULY AND FIREWORKS.

We were about to call attention of the citizens of Lambertville, and
also of our City Council, to the damaging risks property sustained and of
the many serious accidents that were encountered from the use of powder,
fulminates and the many devices under the various names known and un-
derstood of the children. It is hard to realize wherein the pleasure and
popularity of this mode of expending money, to annoy so many persons, to
endanger by conflagration large amounts of property, to risk life and limb
of citizens and strangers, and then say it is a demonstration of patriotism.
This noisy demonstration has been suffering for years, always under protest
of a large majority of citizens, and the very protests that are made seems
to increase the determination and desire of our youth to follow it up, and
of some of our merchants to keep the market supplied. The City of Port-
land, some years ago, was nearly destroyed by a conflagration caused by
fireworks on the Fourth, and Philadelphia suffered severely last year.
Many other large and extensive fires can be traced to fire crackers, squibs,
chasers, etc., did time permit.

We are in receipt by mail of printed circulars from Charles A. Jenney,
Secretary of the Statistical Bureau of Fire Underwriters, 156 Broadway,
New York, and from the supplement to *‘ Fire Crackers Report,” bearing
date April 25, 1877, from which we find that the importation of fire crackers,
or fireworks, from the Chinese, from January 1, 1865. to date, is less than
$1.500,000, and the loss by two conflagrations in that time, traceable directly
to them, amounts to upwards of $15,000,000. It is not an extravagant state-
ment that every dollar’s worth of fire crackers imported into this country



323

has occasioned a direct loss by fire of more than §100. There are 495 cities
and towns in the United States having ordinances against fireworks and
fire crackers, and 277 without ordinances. We copy from Secretary Jen-
ney's papers, as follows:

* * * * * * * * -»

The wording of those ordinances are not consistent with the general
style of our city ordinances, but the sentiments can be incorporated, and
our City Council would do well to act promptly in regard to the prohibition
of exploding and setting off of fireworks, within our city limits, and parents
should find for their children some more improving method of entertain-
ment and instruction, and with less risk, pecuniarily and morally, than the
ordinary fireworks afford. The sale of these fireworks are confined to but
few shops, and the profit that may be realized from the sale cannot be very
great, and when compared with annoyance to families and the pain to
many children, from premature or careless explosions, aud of anxieties to
mothers, should have no weight or consideration with a well-disposed citi-
zen having a shop or store. As regards the danger from conflagrations,
they are so great that our firemen are deprived of their rightful and lawful
enjoyment, and are kept at home, as it were, to repair the mischiet brought
about by carelessness and the morbid taste of our youth, who find a short
lived and unproductive pleasure in these fireworks, which are so fraught
with mischief.- We do not mean to be understood as condemning sports,
amusements, or rcecreation for the youth and citizen, nor would we wish to
include the military, so far as they may make use of powder in their exer-
cises and displays, for they are a power of themselves, that can keep the
thoughtless and careless crowd of boys in check., and we wish our police
could and would have the same prompt control over heedless and noisy
boys that so often mar the pleasures of a military display or exhibition of
fireworks. We trust the council will, at the first opportunity, take such
measures as will relieve us from the danger and annoyance of fireworks,
and secure to us a quiet Fourth.

(Evening Express, Rochester, N. Y., May 23, 1877.)
CELEBRATING THE FOURTH.

Is it possible to have a pleasant and sensible rather than an uproarious
and destructive celebration of American Independence? Can there be held
a commemorative festival in which the intellectual shall prevail over the
sensual, and calm delights take the place of obstreperous demonstrations?
Shall John Adams’ prophecy, in a time when war’s alarms were heard in
every viliage and the shock of battle anticipated in every quarter, govern
in our piping times of pcace, and mimicry of the * noble art of war™ be the
chief method of celebrating an event whose auguries were of victories of
reason over unreason, of the forces of peaceful industry over the artifices
by which monarchs managed to absorb more than half the proceeds of their
subject’s toil ? Instead of a carnival of noise and a suspension of the rules
of order and decorum, shall we not have the pleasures of music and festivi-
ties which enlist moral sentiment? Instead of midnight shout and revelry,
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tipsy dance and jollity, that mirth that after no repenting draws? It is a
fit time to consider this question as to how the Fourth of July may be most
fitly celebrated, to inaugurate a well governed feast of reason, to take the
the place of an unregulated, confused and confounding display and riotous
enjoyment.

It has been customary to offer upon the altar of liberty, on the Fourth
of July, a few score of young lives, hundreds of limbs torn from living
bodies, eyesight extinguished by powder blasts and buildings burned by
incendiary fireworks., The bright anticipations of a day of general rejoic-
ing have been turned to mourning, in hundreds of families, and to the
costly bonfire has been added flaming dwellings and stores. [s this neces-
sary, appropriate, or wise? According to statistics published by the Na-
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, the actual losses by fire on the Fourth
of July last. in tiis country, amounted to a little less than $500,000. In-
surance companies paid of this amount $154,574.16, the remainder of the
loss falling upon the owners of property burned. There were imported
into this country, from 1865 to 1876, $1,500,000 worth of fire crackers, and
there were manufactured in the United States $2,500,000 worth of pyro-
technics in ten years, from 1866 to 1876. Within that time two fires oc-
curred, traceable directly to the use of fire crackers, the losses of which
amounted to $15,000,000. Is it not time to stop and count up the actual
cost of the fun in which young and old engage on Independence Day, and
to put the question which gives us pause in most other concerns, “ Does it
pay?” The Fire Underwriters, after showing the enormous expense of the
traditional celebration, urge upon all cities to adopt an ordinance to the

following effect:
*® * » * * » * * *

Rochester has special reasons for applying ssuch rules to the use of
fireworks. A few years ago one of our finest blocks, a church and other
buildings were destroyed by the careless shooting of fireworks; and no
celebration has been unattended with loss of limbs and other personal
damages. And as to fireworks on a grand scale, the disgust of last year’s
performance ought to be sufficient to prevent any similar display for five
years at least.

(Daily Chronicle, Portsmouth, N. H., May 25, 1877.)
DOWN WITH THE FIRE CRACKER.

Every paper that has commented at all on the move made by the
National Board of Underwriters (and a great many of them have done so)
to do away with the fire cracker style of celebrating the Fourth of July, has
thoroughly supported the measures advocated by the insurance men.
Several cities—Boston for one—have decided to have no public exhibitions
of fireworks this year, though we do not know that any have prohibited
private exhibitions. Asa sample of how the papers in the large cities talk
we give the following from the Boston Post:

“ There has been more or less war made upon the fire cracker ever since
the oldest inhabitant burned his fingers with his first pack, and various
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reasonable grounds of opposition have been urged. It offends all the
senses that take cognizance of it, and accomplishes no definite purpose
except to stimulate a depraved taste in the ‘unspeakable’ small boy. I
frightens horses, disturbs invalids, and—most potent objection of all—it
destroys property—not by the hundreds but by the millions of dollars,
For this latter reason the public generally ought to sympathize and
co-operate with the fire insurance companies, which. through the National
Board of Underwriters, have begun a crusade against Fourth of July fire
crackers and other loose pyrotechnics. The figures that are given to support
this action and show the bad effects of these commercial pests. it is not
necessary to reproduce ; if they are correct, as is probable, they are concle-
sive, and ought to stir local governments to adopt measures of protection.
Another reason why these ancient nuisances should be abandoned is the
desirability of reforming the public taste. There are methods of ententain-
ment, more refining, but not more expensive that a little pains on the part
of public-spirited people would easily put in the place of the offensive
practices now indulged in, and the masses would be better for the change.
The present year is a good one in this city to try something of that kind.”

A strong argument against fireworks can be drawn by their
enemies from an incident which occurred in Metz, Germany.
May 7, when the roof of the magnificent cathedral, which was
over five centuries in building, and is one of the finest Gothic piles
in the world, was destroyed by a fire kindled by fireworks. It was only
by the desperate exertions of the firemen and all the troops of the garrison that
the fire was confined to the roof, and had there been any wind the whole edifice
would have been wrapt in flames, inflicting a damage not to be estimated i
dollars and cents.

The people of Portland, we presume. need no warning as to the peril in-
volved in the setting off of fireworks in what is generally the hottest and dryest
season of the year, having learned that lesson thoroughly over ten years ago;
that once-destroyed city sternly sits down on the whole fireworks business ; and
it would seem that a precaution, which it is sensible tor a city to take after it is
well nigh ruined, would be quite as properly taken by cities that have not yet
been laid in ashes. Locking the stable door after the steed is stolen is all very
well, but it is better to lock it while the horse is still in his stall.

( The Evening Register, Hudson, N. Y., May 21, 1877.)
FIREWORKS AND FIRE CRACKERS.

A DaNGEROUS ENEMY.—The near approach of the Fourth of July brings
up the vexed question of fireworks again, and the National Board of Fire
Underwriters is bestirring itself in the matter by sending broadcast throughout
the country circulars urging upon the authorities of towns and cities the infliction
of penalties for the use of the Chinese cracker, which the association character-
izes as ‘“ that dangerous enemy to our commercial and financial prosperity.”
To do away with this “ dangerous enemy,” the Board urges the passage of local
ordinances which shall enforce a fine of §5 upon every person firing or throwing
any squib, rocket, cracker, torpedo, grenade, or other combustible fireworks or
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explosive preparations within the city. The penalty for selling the interdicted
articles, except in the original packages as imported, shall be $2, and to manu-
facture them within the city limits $20.

These regulations, although they may appear stringent, would really be
conducive to greater safety in towns and cities, and their adoption should be
advocated. The noisy celebration of our national holiday is in itself a nuisance,
and becomes doubly so when danger is added toit. ‘There is no particular
reason why we might not be quite as patriotic and our celebration be equally
effective without the use of so mny explosives. . Set pieces of fireworks at
night are beautiful, effective and safe, but fire crackers are a nuisance ger se, and
have nothing to recommend them. It would be pretty hard on the average
American youth to abolish their use, but public safety demands that some
judicious restriction be placed upon them.

(The Daily Press, lowa City, May 22, 1877.)

The National Board of Underwriters, of New York, is bold enough to dis-
agree with John Adams as to the mode of celebrating the ** Glorious Fourth,”
and sends out broadcast over the land circulars asking the various city Councils
to prohibit the use of fire crackers on the * nation’s birthday.” They aim more
at fire crackers and squibs than at the rockets and candles, Whether it is
agreeable to the small boy or not, the suggestion and plan is a sensible one ;
Iowa City has an ordinance forbidding the burning of these missiles in the
streets, and it should be enforced. A few years ago two houses on Dubuque
street were burned by their use. * * * *

(Janesville, Wis., May 22, 1877.)

. During the past ten years two fires have occurred in the United States
which were started by the explosion of fireworks, at which §15,000,000 worth of
property was destroyed. The annual increase ot the losses from this source in-
duced the National Board of Underwriters, some years ago, to commence the
collection of statistics on this point, and to present the facts so obtained to the
authorities in every incorporated town and city in the United States; and to
ask the passage of ordinances prohibiting the use of fireworks within their

"limits. The result was, that over 500 towns and cities have adopted and en
forced such ordinances. Notwithstanding this restriction, the loss suffered by fires
from this cause, on the 3d and 4th of July. of last year, amounted to $154,574.16;
and the officers of the Board are again presenting their appeal to local authori-
ties for preventive measures to avoid such a loss of property this year. The
request is a reasonable one, and ought to be comphed with. The Board pro-
poses also to ask Congress to prohibit the importation of fireworks. Since the
year 1865, we have imported of Chinese crackers alone, $1,500,000 worth.
And the value of all the fireworks manufactured in this country, during the
same period, is over two and one-half million dollars.

(Evening Gazctte, Worcester, Mass., May 22, 1877.)

A long essay might be written on the fire cracker as a stimulant to patriot-
ism, but we cannnt suppose that the people generally, and especially the rising
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generation, would consider it possible to celebrate the Fourth of July withoot
a great deal of noise and smoke, and more or less burns and mutilations. How-
ever, it is proper to notice that the National Board of Fire Underwriters are
thus early bestirring themselves to secure from the local authorities of cities,
ordinances forbidding the manufacture, sale, or use, of any crackers, squibs, or
small fireworks. The Board gives some statistics. We place no great faith in
figures, as a rule, but those of the Board are startling even with allowances for
inaccuracy. Since January 1, 1863, the invoice value of all the fire crackers
imported has been less than $1,500,000, while the loss by only two fires, the
origin of which can be directly traced to this source, has been $15,000,000.
On one day only of last year the loss ascribed to them amounted to 25 per cent.
of the whole invoice value of the importations in 1875. Every dollar’s worth of
crackers imported has occasioned a direct loss by fire of upward of $100.
These figures will be enough for the reader to take in at a single sitting, and we
leave him to ponder over them.

(New York Herald, New York, May 24, 1877.)
FOURTH OF JULY FIREWORKS.

The anniversary of American independence is always a day of peril to our
large cities, and is looked forward to with uneasiness by the insurance com-
panies, which will have to make up the losses occasioned by an indiscriminate
scattering of burning combustibles in all our streets and avenues. The danger
is multiplied by the growing custom of entertaining the children of separate
households by evening displays of private fireworks. This custom ought to be
dispensed with, except in the country, where there is ample space for setting off
these explosives and combustibles in the grounds and lawns at a safe distance
from buildings. It might seem harsh and ungracious for the city authorities to
forbid it ; but they ought not to wait until a terrible conflagration, kindled by
this dangerous practice, enforces the necessity. Fire is the great enemy of pro-
perty in large towns, and no regulations can be too strict for guarding against
losses from this source. If the two or three weeks preceding the Fourth of
July should happen to be a season of drought, converting the dry woodwork of
structures into tinder, thirty or forty thousand separate sources eof ignition
flying through the air and liable to strike window frames or light upon roofs,
would be a cause of more peril than the celebration is worth.

We are not so churlish as to advise a suppression of fireworks on the Fourth
of July, but we would not leave it to the discretion of every careless individual
in a city of a million inhabitants to do things which might set dwellings and
even whole blocks in a blaze. If private fireworks were dispensed with and
citizens of each ward or smaller district would subscribe the sums they spend
for such purposes to a fund for a display in their own neighborhoods, the chil-
dren might be entertained with a much finer spectacle without going far from
their own doorsteps, and without being jostled and jammed in the disorderly
crowds which attend the great pyrotechnic exhibitions given at the expense of
the city in the public squares. It is very proper that the young people should
be amused, and no discreet parent wishes to take them into a noisy crowd
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where they can see nothing unless lifted up on the shoulders of grown persons,
and are exposed to listen to a great deal of rude language. But the plan we
recommend would exempt them from this inconvenience, and yet give them a
far more brilliant spectacle than is afforded by the ordinary private fireworks.
The combustibles could be put in charge of discreet and careful men, who
would manage them with perfect safety to property.

(New York Herald, New York, May 25, 1877.)
THE DAY WE ARE TO CELEBRATE.

The American eagle presents his respectful compliments to the people of
New York, and suggests to them that his feelings will not be hurt if they should
omit this year soine part of their usual sacrifices in his honor. He admits that
the small boy loaded down with fire crackers, and popping away all day, is a
nuisance and a danger to the rest of mankind, and that as we are beginning our
second century in good order the patriotic small boy can be dispensed with.
He suggests that as this is an era of consvlidations it might be well to,concen-
trate the fireworks, and thus increase their effectiveness while decreasing their
danger. lle respectfully represents that by such a judicious concentration of,
effort each ward in the city could have almost as fine a show of fire works in
the evening as has usually been got up by the city authorities in the Park; and
the children, having spent the day harmlcssly at a circus, or in the Park, or on

" the Battery, or on some excursion, might in the evening enjoy their fireworks
without danger to their own lives or the lives of grown people, and without the
great risk of setting fire to the city.

Why not 1 After a century of promiscuous and irregular pyrotechnics it is
surely time for reform. There is no ward in the city in which, if the people put
together the money they would otherwise waste on fire crackers and other dan-
gerous explosives, they could not secure a really admirable and interesting
exhibition in some cential and safe location, and under the auspices of experts,
who would take care that nobody gt hurt, and that no house was set on fire.

What to do with theday? Well, it would do no harm if the idle citizens
should assemble in their wards to hear some one read the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. But there are many uther pleasant ways to spend the day. There
are steamboat and barge excursions on the water ; there is the Central Park;
there are cheap excursions by rail into the country ; there are Coney Island and
l.ong Branch and the shores of Staten Islaud, and other places where the air is
fresh. It is not absolutely necessary for any one to spend the day in making
himself a nuisance and a danger to the rest of the city. How would it do for
the city authorities to entirely furbid the use of fireworks of all kinds during the
day, and to permit only exhibitions in the evening at certain specified places,
and in the hands of experts employed for the purpose ? We should like to hear
what other people think of this matter, and invite readers to send in their sug-
gestions : they shall have place in our columns.

(New York Herald, May 26, 1877.)
HOW TO CELEBRATE THE FOURTH.

A correspondent, whose communication we print elsewhere, suggests
that if the Mayor will forbid the use of fire crackers, torpedoes and miscel-
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laneous fireworks on the Fourth of July, the insurance companies might be
induced to make a grateful and moderate subscription toward sending the
children of the poorer wards on excursions to the Sound, the Lower Bay
or the Hudson River. This strikes us as a happy thought, and we shall be
pleased to hear from some of the insurance men. A very moderate sob
scription would suffice to give a large number of poor children an uncom-
monly happy, healthful and harmless Fourth of July.

It is also suggested that in many neighborhoods in the city parents might
use the money they would otherwise waste on fire crackers and torpedoes
in buying the children cocked hats and marching them in procession to
some square near at hand, where—the police restraining the rowdy element
—the youngsters could be regaled with rounds of ice cream and perhaps
an address. This plan strikes us as excellent and practical ; but thereis
no lack of ways to amuse the boys and girls of New York on Independence
Day. What is needed, to begin with, is a command from the city authorities
which'shall make it unlawful for any boy on that day to blow his head of
or set fire to his neighbor’s house. We can havea quiet and safe Fourth of
July if the Mayor will forbid the use of fire crackers on that day, and we
have little doubt he will respond to the desires of the citizens in the matter
if they are made known to him. How would it do for the insurance com-
panies to lead off in a petition to the Mayor and Common Council? In
Baltimore they have done this already, and the people have become accus-
tomed to celebrating the national anniversary in a sensible way. Why not
New York ?

(New York Herald, May 27, 1877.)
GIVE THE SURGEONS LESS TO DO.

To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD :

It was with emotions of extreme pleasure that I read your article in this
morning's Herald entitled ** The Day We Are to Celebrate,” and I for one
sincerely coincide with you in wishing to prohibit the use of fireworks in
the daytime. As it has always been in the past, the Fourth of July wasa day
in which it was not safe for alady to venture out, and I think that it would
appear to be, and would be, much more of a gala day if the ladies and children
dared to make their appearance in the street.  As for the * popping™ that the
“boys” so declight in, | am quite surc that it would take only a few years to
convince them that the evening is the most appropriate and romantic
time for that. By all means [ say let us dispense with pyrotechnical dis-
plays from the hands of children, and I will warrant that on the 5th of July,
1877, there will not be one-quarter the number of children that will have to
dispense with hands, to say nothing of the loss of life and property. In
conclusion I will say that I firmly believe that your effort will meet with
approval from all excepting, perhaps, a few enterprising surgeons. Very
respectfully and gratefully yours, VEKONA.

New York, May 25, 1877.
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(New York Herald, May 30. 1877.)
HOW TO CELEBRATE THE FOURTH.
To THE EpiTOR OF THE HERALD :

Noticing your article in relation to the celebration of the Fourth, I gladly
seize the opportunity to * put in my oar,” and add my mite to the opposi-
tion against the existing foolish and unprofitable manner of keeping the
day which you invite all who desire to enter into a crusade against, through
the mediumship of your widely circulating paper. What fond mother but
trembles weeks before the approaching event? What affectionate father
but makes up his mind to remain at home that day and keep an eye on the
boys? 7Then there is the waste of money when many are without the
necessaries of life. The casualties occasioned by noise made by the explo-
sives startling horses, and fires which are the invariable accompaniment of
their use by children. Patriotism requires no such sacrifices. Let us com-
memorate the day in some of the many more beneficial and really more
pleasurable ways which are open to us, and do away with another humbug,
thus making more room for COMMON SENSE.

(Boston Daily Globe, May 26, 1877.)

ANOTHER DANGEROUS THING.

The whirligig of time will bring around another Fourth of July in a few
weeks, and with it the customary expression of pent-up patriotism and
fervid devotion to the memory of the Fathers of the Republic. On that
day there ranges abroad a character far more dangerous to life and property
than the Spitz dog or the bull pup. It is the American small boy, charged
with juvenile enthusiasm and loaded to the muzzle with fire crackers and
other explosive gimcracks. He goeth forth with his capacious pockets
crammed, and by the dawn’s early light doth murder the innocent sleep,
and put in peril the combustible habitations of men. Throughout the day
‘he makes life like the grasshopper to the aged man ot Scripture or the
frugal farmer of Minnesota, and the night he renders like the tale told by
an idiot, * full of sound and fury.” In his reckless career with gunpowder
and villainous saltpetre, he may, perchance, sacrifice a thumb or an eye or
two, or send a companion home to writhe in pain till death comes to his
relief ; or he may frighten a horse and imperil the lives of people whose
glorious liberty he is celebrating; but these are minor and incidental
exploits. He may also burn up a considerable portion of a city and ruin a
number of insurance companies.

The National Board of Underwriters has made a public statement giving
a vague and general idea of what it costs to allow the small boy to enjoy
himself in his own way on the Fourth of July. It is prepared from an
insurance point of view, and takes no account of shattered nervous
systems, mangled remains, surgeons’ bills or eyes and thumbs that are lost
forever to their owners. From such inquiries as could be readily made it
was found that the destruction of property by fire in this country since
1865, traceable directly to fire crackers, amounts to about $20,000,000. Last
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year, although the “centennial year of our national existence,” as our
readers may have heard at the time, was an easy one for the insurance com-
panies. The Fourth of July fires resulted in a- loss of only $500,000, and
the insurance companies got off with paying $154,574. Even this they
think too heavy a tax to be put upon them by the fire cracker fiend. Aside
from the matter of direct loss by fire there is the unproductive, or perhaps
we ought to say the destructive, expenditnre of money. The fireworks
manufactured in the United States during the last twelve months are esti-
mated to have cost $2,500,000, and about $1,500 oco worth were imported
during the same period. Thus the whole cost of the small boy's ravages
on each Fourth of July cannot be set down as less than $2,000,000, and it
is probably much more, as these statistics are derived from incomplete
returns. None of the back counties have been heard from.

Now the small boy has rights, and least of all on the Fourth of July would
we deprive him of a fair share of liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We
should not for a moment think of contending that he ought on that day to
be muzzled, or shut up, or allowed to go abroad only on condition of being
led by some sober grown person, attached to a four-foot chain or string.
He should have some fun and enjoy himself. Let him have a good time
by all means, but there should be some restraint put upon his amusing
himself with dangerous explosives. Bless his heart, it is not his fault that
he delights in making a noise and playing with fire. It would be jollyif
he could go about the house any time with blazing torches, explode cannon
crackers under the bed, and fire off a mine of gunpowder in the back
kitchen ; butreally we must put some limit upon the methods of his
juvenile madness, and teach him civilized ways of having a good time. The
most practical course is to keep implements of destruction out of his way.
Let the regulations regarding the sale and use of fireworks and all the
enginery of noise and devastation on the Fourth of July be rigidly
enforced, and if they are inadequate, make them more stringent. Then
will the small boy's ingenuity and that of the purveyor to his enjoyment
take a new turn and seek out more harmless modes of diversion. The
noise we may endure, but the reckless indulgence in fire and gunpowder
should be restrained. Make it as safe for the small boy to range abroad as
itis for the dog, and we will be content without putting him in muzzles or
leading strings.

(Boston Journal, May 22, 1877.)
A CRUSADE AGAINST THE FIRE CRACKER.

The boys who celebrate the *“ Fourth” may consider it an evidence of
the decline of patriotism, but nearly everybody, except this important
element in all patriotic demonstrations will be pleased to learn that the
fire insurance companies, through the National Board of Fire Under-
writers, have begun a crusade against the Fourth of Tuly fire cracker and
like annoying and dangerous pyrotechnics. It is the purpose of the Board
to induce local authorities to pass ordinances which shall make it a penal
offence to vend, manufacture or use fire crackers or any minor firework

A,
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which explodes with a noise and makes itself lively thereat. The Board
gives some very conclusive arguments why such a prohibition should be
made. For instance, the invoice value of all the fire crackers imported
since Jan. 1, 1865, is less than $1,500,000, while the loss of property by two
fires which had their origin in fire crackers, was $15.000,000. One day last
year the loss traceable to the cracker nuisance was oné-fourth of the value
of the invoice of the importation of the article in 1875. FEvery dollar's
worth of crackers imported has occasioned a direct loss by fire of upward of
$100. The Centennial Fourth of July cost the insurance companies alone
$154,574, while the value of the crackers imported during the year was only
8166.095.  lhe fireworks of American manufacture during the ten years
from 1866 are estimated by the Board to have cost 2,556,000,

No further arguments are needed to demonstrate that the fire cracker and
its kindred are costly nuisances; but we fear that its use cannot be stopped
by facts were they far more damaging to the reputation of this Chinese
invention for expressing patriotic feeling than the Board of Underwriters
show it to be.

(Sunday Dispatch, Philadelphia, May 27, 1877.)
THE FIREWORKS NUISANCE.

The National Board of Fire Underwriters, which is composed of represent-
atives of Fire Insurance Companries in this country, has issued a pronunciamento
against the use of fireworks on the Fourth of July. Looking at the matter from
a business point of view, they say that there is sacrificed a great deal of valuable
property on that day upon the altar of what is said to be patriotism, by reason
of a foolish indulgence, of no benefit to the nerves or the feelings of the people.
In addition, there are serious injuries to persons, and sometimes loss of life.
The Board thinks that there ought to be laws or ordinances against the perpetu-
-ation of this nuisance, and they have framed an ordinance which they recom-
mend should be adopted by Councils. The form of the proposed law prohibits
the firing of squibs, rockets, crackers, torpedoes, grenades, or other combustible
fireworks, under a fine of five dollars for each offence. It is proposed that any
person who sells such fireworks shall be liable to a fine of two dollars, provided
that this section do not apply to the *““sale of any such article when sold in the
original package as imported.” They suggest a regulation to the effect that it
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manufacture, within the limits
of the city, any crackers, rockets, or other combustible fireworks, under a fine of
twenty dollars for each offence. The Board of Underwriters acts in this matter
as if there were not laws and ordinances in the cities and boroughs of this
country, prohibiting the discharge of fireworks and preventing their sale in the
manner they suggest. This idea is substantially inaccurate. There may be
towns in which there are no such ordinances ; but in the great majority of cities
and boroughs in this country such laws have been enacted. For the government
of Philadelphia there is an old law which prohibits all persons of any “ sex, age,
degree, or quality soever,” from firing guns or other firearms, or making, selling
or exposing for sale, any squibs, rockets, or other fireworks, or casting or firing
the same within the city of Philadelphia, * without the Governor's special
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license for the same, of which license due notice shall first be given to the Mayor
of said city.” The offence is to be punished by a fine of five shillings, and, in
case of non.payment, two days’ imprisonment, without bail. The manufactere
of any fireworks, cartridges, or fixed ammunition, within the built-up parts of
the city, is prohibited ; and a fine of fifty dollars is to be imposed on parties
guilty of violation of the Act. This law is reinforced by ordinance, and a fine of
five dollars is imposed for discharging fireworks or firearms.

So far as we are concerned there is law sufficient; but in fact the
prohibition is a dead letter on the Fourth of July and New Year's eve. Itis
one of that sort of laws which it is impossible to enforce strictly. If every police-
man in the-city was to occupy his time on the Fourth of July in arresting every
little boy or every child of larger growth who violates the law, the station houses
would be filled, and there would still be thousands of offenders not arrested.
Hitherto it has been conceded that the law is practically inoperative—so much
so that the few cases in which it might be put in execution are really considered
hardships, because so many other offenders escape. There is a difficulty in the
way, which goes far to invalidate the law, in the right which importers have to
sell the goods brought from foreign countries. An exception is made by the
Fire Underwriters in favor of such parties selling fireworks in the original
packages. Nine-tenths of the fire crackers used in this country are imported
Chinese crackers, and done up in the original packages. The problem isa
difficult one, and is not likely to be settled by laws. The best thing that can be
done toward partial abatement is to influence public opinién to discourage the
practice. If it cannot be done by the good sense of parents and other persons,
there can be no hope of the proposed reform. Some progress has been made in
this direction by the disfavor into which some of the more dangerous explosives
—*chasers,” * grasshoppers,” and ‘‘ double-headed dutchmen "—have fallen.
These pieces are so erratic in their courses that no calculation can be made of the
direction whichthey will take. They may fly into an open window from the street,
or put out the eyes of those who discharge them, or set fire to the clothes of the
passer-by. There has been a diminution in the use of these devilish inventions
of late years, which, it is'to be hoped, will extend to all who are disposed to
celebrate the Fourth of July in such a destructive manner. Otherwise, we fear
the efforts of the Board ot Fire Underwriters will not amount to much.

(New York Herald, May 31, 1877.)
ABOUT THE FOURTH OF JULY.

We have received several communications vindicating the sacred right
of the American boy to blow off the top of .his head or the ends of his
fingers on the Fourth of July. Now the Aerald is not the enemy of the
New York boys. It has in many ways and on many occasions defended
thejr rights, and been helpful toward their amusements. But there are
other people in New York besides boys ; and, what is equally pertinent in
this case, there are other amusements from which New York boys can get
pleasure on Independence Day besides making themselves a nuisance and
a danger to the remainder of the community. We propose that they shall
have their fill of fireworks in the evening, in an orderly way, and with such
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precautions as shall not endanger themselves or other people. But we
should like to see the use of fire crackers, torpedoes, etc., prohibited in the
streets. Why not? The streets arc common property ; they are used by
horsemen, by ladies, by elderly and nervous people. The noise and the
fire are both dangerous in the public streets.

There are many other ways to amuse children on the Fourth of July.
Why should they not assemble at the public schools in the morning and
have a parade? They could have ward picnics in the Central Park,oron «
the river, or the bay, or in the country. They could assemble in the public
squares and be amused with ice cream and the Declaration of Independ-
ence and harmless games. There are dozens of ways to amuse the boys
and girls, and do it so well that they will not regret their fire crackers and
torpedoes. We call attention to what our Mayor says on this subject else-
where.

(New York Herald, May 31, 1877.)

HOW SHALL IT BE CELEBRATED?—WHAT THE MAYOR
SAYS.

Young America has unquestionably become a power. The Fourth of
July is his great red letter day. He awaits the anniversary with an indul-
gent anticipation that has no rival among the other days of the year.
Easter, Thanksgiving, and even Christmas, pass by unrecognized, save by
their tributes to the * inner boy.” There is no sympathy and no undertone
about them that makes the boy’s heart of hearts glad. Let Independence
Day come, however, and there is an outpouring of enthusiasm, which for a
century has found vent in pyrotechnics, and, we may add, misfortune. A
package of fire crackers, a pistol and an infant cannon are his stock in’
trade, and he fires these without regard to consequences. He throws the
one under a lady’s dress, fires the second with a wild recklessness of his
little fingers, and discharges the third into a crowd with an utter disregard
of results. The next day’s annals record ruined fingers. powder marked
faces, mutilated legs, absent eyes and a multitude of casualties, to say
nothing of the so-called accidental fires that swell the police reports, and
make it seem as if some avenging Nemesis had been at work. |

WHAT THE MAYOR SAYS.

Mayor Ely is fully in accord with the views that have heretofore been
expressed in the columns of the Herald. He recognizes the extreme dan-
ger in which the city will be placed by the careless use of firewoiks. crack-
ers, torpedoes and pistols, and while he does not desire to materially
abridge the pleasure of the little ones, he deems it necessary to the public
welfare that greater safeguards than usual should surround the celebration
of the lFourth of July. There is no reason, he says, why pleasurc may not
be had in a social organization set on foot in each ward or district, where,
under proper restraint, the children may have full license during the day,
and at night cnjoy the fireworks that may be provided. This would, in his
judgment, prevent many of the evils which have heretofoie occurred, give .



334

the police less trouble, the Fire Department less work, and the community
at large a greater assurance of safety from accidental fires.

(New York Herald, June 1. 1877.)
FIREWORKS AND THE FOURTH.

The manner in which the Fourth ot July shall be pyrotechnically cele-
brated is an anxious question among our property holders and representa-
tives of insurance interests. The great fires that have occurred as the resu®
of the careless use of fire crackers, the alarms that have been given v
ncighborhoods, the thousands who have suffered from accident, the reck-
less manner in which the smull boy has used his opportunities—all these
and other incidents connected with the celebration of Independence Day
have attracted the attention of thoughtful men to the subject, and there isa
feeling at work which may eventually compel greater public protection.
In a country town or village it may be safe enough to send up rockets.
discharge Roman candles, fire off packages of dynamite, or explode the
scientifically made bunches of modern crackers and torpedoes that helpto
swell the noise of the day; but in New York old times have changed.
Large values are at stake here.  Our thickly crowded promenades are not
adapted to the joyful detonation of these destructive elements. While we
want the little ones to take their usual pleasure, the larger thought of self-
protection is at work. This may be brought to the practical mind by statis-
tics something like those which are quoted below from the report for 1876

of the Committee of the National Board of Fire Underwriters.
» » * » * » * - * *

(New York Daily Bulletin, June 2, 1877.)

The Underwriters, we observe, are re-urging the mayors of cities to
impose additional restrictions upon the sale and use of fire crackers and
other pyrotechnics with which, for some reason or other which no rational
human being could ever understand, it is deemed indispensable to com-
memorate the Fourth of July.  The objection to this legislation comes from
dealers who have imported, or manufactured, or have laid in supplies for
this year's consumption, and who urge, therefore, that it would be a mani-
fest injustice to them now to thus prevent their sale.  There can be no
objections, however, to imposing upon the sale such additional restrictions
as will diminish existing hazards to property and life ; and these, it is
hoped, will be applied, and then before another year passes away let Con-
gress prohibit the importation of fire crackers #n fofo.  Why not? The
National Board have been trying to work it up to that point for some years
past, but have never succeeded, owing, we are bound to believe. to lack of
knowledge on the part of Congressmen of the mischiefs traceable to this
source. The Board call attention to the startling fact that while the invoice
value of all fire crackers imported since January 1, 1865, is less than
$1,500,000, the loss by two conflagrations in that period, traceable directly
to them, amounts to upward of 815,000,000, and that on one day only of the
present year the loss occasioned by these incendiaries amounted to twenty-
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five per cent. of the total invoice value of all imported in 1875. It is not an
extravagant statement, therefore, that every dollar’'s worth of fire crackers
imported into this country has occasioned a direct loss by fire of more than
$100. It is high time, therefore, on every consideration of economy and
common sense, that the nuisance should be suppressed.

(Mauch Chunk Coal Ga:zette, June 1, 1877.)

Opposition to the dangerous, noisy and senseless way we have of cele-
brating the Fourth of July has manifested itself for many years, but little
has been accomplished in the way of reform, for the reason that the objec-
tions were not put in proper form, or the real objections were not made at
all. Itis of no practical use for nervous people to decry the noise of the
fire cracker—the objection is not serious enough to be entertained. The
National Board of Underwriters struck the nuisance a blow in the face in the
reports of conflagrations caused by the explosives used on last Fourth. It
is conclusively shown that the use of crackers, squibs, rockets and other
fireworks are positively dangerous to life and property, to a degree never
suspected by the average citizen of the Republic. Last year the damage
done by fire on the 3d and 4th of July, which was caused by fireworks,
amounted to $154,000, and nearly five hundred persons were killed or
injured by premature explosions and other *“ accidents.”  Such exhibits as
this cannot but have the effect of doing away with the useless and danger-
ous and unpleasant habit of playing with murderous combustibles.

(New York Herald, June 6, 1877.)
FOURTH OF JULY IN THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

The presentation of a memorial from the Underwriters against the use
of fireworks on the Fourth of July flung the Board of Aldermen into
hysterics yesterday. Matters could not have gone much worse with the
venerable City Fathers if the boys had invaded their room and fired off
rockets, crackers, squibs, snakes, chasers and double-headers there and
then. We present our condolence to» Alderman Cowing—his eloquence
might have prevailed had he not been bottled up by points of order. .

But after all some good «came out of the confusion, for it was discovered
that there is already an ordinance prohibiting the firing of almost every known
kind of pyrotechnic weapon at any time within the city limits. As with the
tramps so with the fireworks—there is no need of a new law. All that is
required is to enforce one that has been on the books for the last thirteen
years. The ordinance relating to fireworks will be found elsewhere. It
was passed December 24, 1864, and it prohibits the firing of rockets,
crackers, torpedoes and squibs within the city limits, under a penalty of
five dollars for cvery offence; and the selling or firing of * snakes,”
‘“ chascrs, ' and ** double-headers,” under a penalty of fifty dollars for each
offence. We should like to hear what the Mayor and the police have to say
about this ordinance. A dclegation of fireworks manufacturers, yesterday
waited on the Mayor to protest against the passage of an ordinance pro-
hibiting the use of their wares. We are not without sympathy for these
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gentlemen ; but after all the safety of the city also needs to be looked after,
and as we have a prohibitory ordinance the question is now not as to the
enacting of a new one, but as to.the enforcement of a law already on the
books.

(The Evening News, Gold Hill, Nevada, May 28, 1877.)
FIREWORKS AND FIRE CRACKERS.

The Statistical Burcau of the National Board of Fire Underwriters
have issued a circular showing the losses caused by fireworks and fire
crackers on the 3d and 4th of July, 1876. They claim that the use of fire
crackers, serpents, squirts and chasers, and similar fireworks that cannot
be controlled when discharged, should be prohibited, and that the most
stringent laws regulating the sale and use of fireworks of all kinds should
be made and enforced in all cities and towns where indemnity against loss
by fire is asked for by its citizens. In view of the approaching return of
our natjonal anniversary they recommend the following form of ordinance
for adoption by cities and towns in the United States:

* * * * * * * » *

« (New Fersey Republican, Hackensack and Englewood, May 31, 1877.)
CUTTING OFF THE EXPLOSIVES.

The movement of the National Board of Fire Underwriters to knock
the “glorious” element out of our Independence Day celebrations, as re-
ferred to in last week’s Republican, has attracted general attention, and in
most instances has met the approval of householders: though to the mind
of the Young American of advanced ideas it is looked upon as a matter
calculated to deprive him of his dearest right, and an infringement upon
liberty beside which the stamp act sinks into the most utter insignificance.
This new departure, if so carried out as to include everything of a com-
bustible character, would reduce the observance of the Fourth of July to
something resembling a Sunday school parade. A day of Independence
without noise would be, according to the juvenile patriotic mind, a day of
gloom. Children and young people arc not alone responsible for the ex-
plosive character of our national jubilec. Noise has been considered a
legitimate attachment of patriotism in all countries, and especially here.

"The bells of all the churches are made to ring merrily ; cannon salute the
risihg sun and bid farewell to the day at its setting, while marching troops
dismiss with a volley. Orators orate, and audiences cheer as much for the
sake of the noise as of a cheerful response to the sentiments uttered. Itis
the impulse of the hour secking vocal or methanical utterance, and the lad
who fires off his * cracker” is but the echo of the soldier, who, with martial
pride, touches off the * deep-mouthed " cannon.

Still, while making this apology for the animating principle which pro-
duces both the noise and the method of attaining it, there is another side,
presented by the Board of Underwriters, and it is of so serious a nature as
to make patriotism stand and inquirc whether it is quite the fair thing to
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ask citizens and insurance companies to burn up their property and make
large pecuniary sacrifices in order to gratify the taste of others for gun-
powder and extatic demonstrations of a love of liberty. The facts spread
before the public are of a startling character. The entire value of fireworks,
including fire crackers, imported from 1865 to 1876 was but $1,500,000,
paying a duty of 30 per cent., and within that time conflagrations took place,
directly traceable to fire crackers, involving aloss of Sls,ooo,qoo worth of
property. Every dollar of these mischievous missiles imported has in-
volved a loss of over §r100. Is it not asking a little too much of the com-
panies that they should pay for the effervescence of patriotism? And the
loss does not fall wholly upon them ; their stockholders, many of them
widows and orphans, feel it in diminished dividends, and there are many
citizens to whom the matter comes home whose losses are met but in part,
and often not at all by the insurances.

Our Commissioners meet next Monday evening, and to them we leave
the question of “glorious” or no *glorious,” with the hint that Young
America will hold them responsible for any infringement of rights.

(New York Herald, June 8, 1877.)

FOURTH OF JULY PYROTECHNICS—THE GREAT LOSSES THAT .
HAVE OCCURRED—CAN THEY BE AVERTED —THE
ACTION OF THE BOARD OF UNDERWRITERS
—STARTLING STATISTICS.

It is beginning to be understood by even the little folks that more than
usually stringent regulations will be enforced on the Fourth of July with
reference to the manner in which the day shall be celebrated. The discus-
sion of the question of danger resulting from a promiscuous use of fire-
works by the insurance people ; the presentation of such startling facts as
that the loss by two conflagrations alone, traceable directly to fire crackers,
amounts to upwards of $15,000,000, and the earnest endeavor of the Herald
to impress on the public mind the importance of localizing within given
bounds the pleasures of the day, have directed unusual attention to the
fact that in the carclessness which has attended the celebration of our na-
tional anniversary we have already paid dearly for the whistle. It is said
to be a not extravagant statement that every dollar’s worth of fire crackers
imported occasions a direct loss by fire of more than $100. Yet a singular
fact in this connection is that while last year was the centenary of Amer-
ican independence the loss was bess than during many of the preceding an-
niversaries. A reporter of the Herald, asking the reason for this result,
was informed by one of the prominent members of the Board of Under-
writers that it was due to the precautions taken by that organization in sug-
gesting through its various agencies and ramifications that cxtraordinary
care should be observed by the authorities of the respective cities in pro-
tecting property and limiting to a reasonable degree the use of pyrotech-
nics. It is from this cause that many cities and the towns of lesser impor-
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tance passed ordinances of a prohibitory character, while the police were
more than ever put on the alert.

FACTS WORTH REMEMBERING.

Notwithstanding these precautions, however, the loss by Chinese fire
crackers on one day only of the year 1876 amounted to twenty-five per cent.
of the value of the total invoice' of 1875. On 123 premises the loss was
$73,204, due to fireworks; on 119 premises the loss was $48,127. due to fire
crackers, and on five premises the loss was $33,242, due to mere gun wads,
making a grand total of $154,574 from fireworks and fire crackers. Can
arguments go bevond the eloquence of these figures in demonstrating the
necessity of some change, some new method whereby youthful patriotism
shall not be at liberty to_set ablaze the property of the people and endanger
their lives?  Returns from chief engineers show a total loss of $240,979 in
850 cities and towns, and the chiefs of police report in 771 cities and towns
34 fatal casualties and 545 accidents, serious and otherwise. The number
of cities and towns that already recommend ordinances against fireworks
is 567. Those which do not number 124, and those which suspend the
ordinances on public days are 48. The number which have such ordi-
nances is 250, and those which have not 152.

ACTION OF THE UNDERWRITERS.

The Board of Fire Underwriters has already invoked the aid of Congress
in this important matter, but as Congress can do nothing until the next
session, it behooves the authorities of our great cities to act independently
of national action and for their own good. If immoral 1ooks or infected
cattle are a nuisance, surely the importation of fire crackers should come
within the same category. If serpents, squibs, chasers, Roman candles and
rockets can inflict injury by reason of the fact that they cannot be regu-
lated after their discharge, but fly about in any direction, are they notas
dangerous as an epidemic that could cause the same evil? If crime
showed the same results ; it incendiaries broke loose in a similar mass; if
men or boys went around with pistols in their hands mutilating hundreds
of people in our cities and towns, would not every fair minded citizen,
covering for the moment his sense of patriotism with the mantle of justice,
demand that something should be done to avert and cure the evil? And
“this is simply the attitude of the /erald. The pretection of life, person
and property should be superior to all considerations of mere pleasure.

WHAT THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE SAYS.

Our Superintendent of Police says that the ordinance of the city on
the subject is already sufficiently ample, but that it cannot be enforced
unless every father or guardian of a boy unites with the police in the work
of stopping the miscellaneous use of the dangerous missiles A dozen
little ragamuffins will seize days in advance of the Fourth of July every
stick and empty barrel on which they can lay their hands, and store them
away to make a patriotic bonfire, which, once fairly aglow, is kicked into a
thousand shapes and dangerous fragments. Children place guards to watch
the coming *“ cop,” and after setting off their pack of crackers or bluelights

]
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will dash into the nearest alley or doorway, where detection is impossible
by the shrewdest of policemen. Men and boys of the larger growth mount
to housetops and send up fire in every form from that locality, and how,
argues the Chief, isitto be prevented? He proposes to instruct the force,
however, to excrcise unusual vigilance in the matter, and, doubtless, to a
certain extent, a check will be put on the ambitious aspirations of Young
America to make its anniversary noise.

ALDERMAN MORRIS.

A conversation was also had with Alderman Morris, who had no hesita-
tion in saying that he believed, so far as New York was concerned, certain
safeguards should surround the celebration of Independence Day. Since
the discussion of the subject in the Herald he had taken occasion to exam.
ine statistics, and had discovered that the sth and 6th of July were days
replete with trouble. The doctors always found ample business in dressing
small wounds, while firemen were usually cngaged in reckoning up their
extraordinary runs. If the matter was properly brought to the attention of
the Board of Aldermen he should be forecmost among the advocates of a
measure that would secure to the city the quiet and safety that ought to be
observed in a great metropolis even on a day of rejoicing.

ALDERMAN KEENAN.

Alderman Keenan was likewise exceedingly frank, saying that while he
could not forget that he was once a boy himsclf, and desired to see all the
little fellows enjoy themselves to the top of their bent, in view of the facts
that vast interests were at stake ; that great danger resulted from the use of
fire by the children ; that it was impossible for the police to oversee and
direct the vast multitude engaged in the celebration of the Fourth,and
that a change was evidently coming over the public mind with reference to
the manner in which the day should be celebrated, he would, as a repre-
sentative of a large constitucncy, be glad to see adopted some restrictive
measures affording general protection. The matter, however, had not been
officially brought to the attention of the Board, and until then he did not
think that definitc action would be taken.

Several other Aldermen with whom the reporter conversed used the
thoughts above cxpressed, and it is evident that itis only necessary that
there shall be combined and influential action to secure a Fourth of July in
the metropolis when the celebration will be free from the noise, annoyance
and danger that have so often marked the day.

FACTS AND FIGURES.

The results of an examination of the record of casualties occurring on

the Fourth of July for a number of years are as follows :

Year. Wounds.  Fires. Ycar. Wounds. Fires.
1867. . ciive it R § { 16 1872, ...t ieiee.. .. I8 —_
1868.... .. ...... veee. I 3 1873 ..0un e .. 23 21
180Q. ..t ee. 17 16 1874, e vevnn.. e 15 29
8.1 1o TR ¥ 4 17 1875..... et 23 1

1871 ..... R & 2 1 1876000t viint v 32 63
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The foregoing table only represents a list of accidents and fires report-
ed in the Herald. Of the former a large number of the sufferers, it is safeto
say, died from their injuries subsequently. Police records during ten years
show that 110 persons were accidentally shot on the Fourth of July, 60 badly
injured by fireworks and 7 persons were killed outright. Of fires caused
by careless use of fire crackers there were 180. How many of the burned
and maimed victims of thesc accidents died of their wounds in hospital will
never be known.

THE BOARD OF UNDERWRITERS AND THE MAYOR.

That the subject is already assuming definite shape among those who
have at heart the welfare of the public will be inferred from the fact that
the Mayor has received a communication from the Beard of Underwriters
pressing the recommendation of an ordinance that shall prohibit the useof
fireworks on the Fourth under a penalty of $35, and of $2 for the sale of the
same. .

The Fire Underwriters assert ' that the use of fire crackers and such
classes of fireworks as cannot be controlled when discharged—serpents,
squibs and chasers—should be prohibited, and that the most stringent laws
regulating the sale and use of fireworks of all kinds should be made and
enforced in all cities and towns where indemnity against loss by fire is
asked for by its citizens. As such laws are local we beg to ask your atten-
tion to the matter in your city, and such influence as you may deem advis-
able, looking toward the proper restriction of their sale and use on the
coming national festival day, thereby preventing serious accidents to life
and property.”
. THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE.

The proposed ordinance is as follows:

No person shall cast, throw or fire any squib, rocket, cracker, torpedo,
grenade or other combustible fireworks or explosive preparation, within the
city ; and every person, for every such offence, shall forfeit and pay a sum
not exceeding §s.

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to sell or offer for sale
within the limits of the city any crackers, squibs, rockets or other combus-
tible fireworks ; provided, however, that this section shall not apply <o the
sale of any such article when sold in the original package as imported, and
every offender against any of the provisions of this section shall pay for
each and every offence $2.

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manufacture, within
the limits of the city, any crackers, squibs, rockets or any other combustible
fireworks, and every oftender against the provisions of this section shall
forfeit and pay the sum of $20 for cach and every offence.

THE SUGGESTIONS OF A PYROTECHNIST.

A gentleman who is well known in connection with the business of
manufacturing firceworks, writes as follows :

“I have read with approval the several articles in the Herald referring
to the manner in which the coming Fourth of July shall be celebrated.
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While it is a fact that if the views you suggest are carried out will largely
detract from the profits of practical pyrotechnists and dealers in fireworks,
it is not less true that therc are certain things, such as hoppers, serpents,
chasers, pistols and cannon, the use of which is positively dangerous and
ought to be prohibited. A fine ought also to be imposed on any person
who imports Chinese firc crackers. which I regard as even more dangerous
to property, because they leave a great deal of paper after being fired that
remains ignited until the debris is consumed. I believe that the manufac-
turers of fireworks will gencrally coincide in my views, and agree hereafter
to remove these dangerous articles from their lists. During the present
year, however, it would be a great hardship to manufacturers, jobbers, and
dealers who have large lots of goods on hand to be compelled to stop the
sale of them on and before the approaching Fourth of July.”

The subjoined communication from a citizen has been received :
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD :

As one of the subscribers of your paper for many years, and a property
owner, I would respectfully suggest that the corporation of this city pass
an ordinance forbidding the use of fire crackers, squibs, &c., under the
penalty of §5 for each and every offence, the fine to go to the police charity
or retiring fund. This would keep the police on the alert and cause them
to arrest the offenders, and also produce among them a rivalry to see who
could make the most arrests and increase the fund.

A PROPERTY HOLDER.

(New York Herald, June 1o, 1877.)
ALDERMEN AND FIREWORKS.

The dealers ir fireworks have addressed a petition to the Board of Alder-
men, asking that the proposed ordinance against the sale or use of fireworks in
the city be laid over at least until the next Fourth of July, in order to enable
them to get rid of their stock now on hand. The petitioners also appeal to the
* patriotism ” of the Board ; but there are much less sentimental ways of reach-
ing a New York Alderman. [In view of the fact that an ordinance already
exists which positively prohibits the setting off of any squib, cracker, torpedo,
or other firework in the city under a penalty of five dollars for each offence, it
would seem more proper to address a petition on the subject to the Mayor and
the Police Board. It is the duty of the Mayor to be vigilant and active in
causing the ordinances of the city to be observed and enforced, and of the police
to enforce the laws and arrest offenders. No ordinance ought to be allowed
to be a dead letter. If it is undesirable to enfurce it it should be repealed. But
while the present city law prohibiting the use of fireworks is in existence the
Mayor is bound to see it enforced, and any similar ordinance would be super-
fluous. Indeed, there is a shrewd suspicion that the subject was started in the
Board of Aldermen so short a time before the Fourth of July with other objects
than the protection of the city. As attention has now been directed to the
existing law, we do not see how its enforcement can be avoided. At all events
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it is certain that the Aldermen have nothing to do with the matter, and that any
‘ petitions " that may find their way to them will be wasted.

(7he Daily Graphic, June 4, 1877.)

The avgrage American seems to have no way of expressing his enthusiasm
except by burning powder. We say the awerage American; the well-bred
American, who is several degrees above the average, knows better. This
method of celebrating the Fourth of July by firing pistols and toy cannons, by
exploding crackers and discharging ‘rockets is es:eutially barbarous, and itis
high time it was prohibited in citizens by the most severe penalties. The in-
surance compinies, which Dear the brunt of the damage done, estimate that the
amount of property destroyed by Fourth of July fires amounts to $100 for each
dollars worth of fire crackers! "This scems incredible till we remember the
trifling cost of the explosives and-the great value of the blocks consumed every
year. It is alleged by the Board of Fire Underwriters that the losses by fire on
the Fourth of July last, in this country, amounted to about $500,000, and the
whole country congratulated itself on the slight loss. The invoice value of all
Chinese crackers imported into this country from 1865 to the present year, was
about 81,500,000. The loss by two conflagrations occurring during that time,
traceably directly to these crackers, was upwards of $15,000,000 ; and on one
day only of the last year, the losses from this source alone amounted to more
than twenty-five per cent. of the total invoice value of the importation. The
puerile folly ought to be put a stop to by a prohibition that will prohibit. Boys
have rights, no doubt, but the burning of powder in neighborhoods where vast
amounts of valuable property is stored is not among them. Let food be substi-
tuted for fire; let the buys be gorged to repletion, and they will perhaps not
insist on laying great municipal blocks in ashes every year.

(Thke Daily Graphic, June 5, 1877.)

It is to be hoped that the anti-cracker ordinance will be passed by the
Board of Aldermen. The custom, in a crowded city, with its attendant evils of
noise, blown-off arms and fingers, and buined-up houses, is but another relic of
barbarism. The comfort, safety and convenience of the many have been sacri-
ficed for the sake of a few. For years this nuisance has reached that pass that
no lady with safety could venture into the strest on the Fourth of- July. By
reason of the license given, every rowdy, grown or half grown, has deemed him-
self justified in flinging cracker or bomb at her feet, whose explosion was
actually dangerous to her person. It seems a wonder how the majority of any
sane people should, year atter year, allow reckless and often drunken boys the
privilege of firing miserable pistols, made of the poorest material, crammed with
powder, discharged within a few inches of a person’s head, pointed recklessly in
every direction, possibly loaded with shot or bullet, as the whim of the boy may
dictate, and whose frequent bursting fills, as well we know, the next morming's
paper with a list of casualties.

-
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(The Daily Graphic, June 7, 1877.)
THE PATRIOTIC NUISANCE.

The chances are that New York, as usual, will be given over to the
mob on the Fourth of July. Crazy boys will fire cast iron pistols within an
inch of your ear, fling bombs at your feet, or tie them possibly to your coat
skirts. Fire will drop everywhere—in cellars and on roofs, and fifty or
sixty thousand dollars’ worth of property will be destroyed—because the
boys must celebrate ; the mob must have its fun. It is an old custom, and
can't be spared. John Adams recommended it. Fireworks manufacturers
have improved on John's suggestion.  In addition to noise and brilliancy,
the modern pyrotechnics are ingeniously devised for scattering fire. The
exploded cracker, for instance, smoulders and is intended to be blown or
kicked into some combustible basement. The rocket will lodge on roofs,
or pierce barns and piles of hay. The bomb, with its heavy shell of paper,
can knock a man down as it falls from its lofty height. The cast'iron pistol
and the toy cannon are intended mainly for the benefit of the surgical pro-
fessions. The blood, wounds, blown-out eyes, blown-off hands and fingers,
scorched clothes and burned buildings, remind us of the long and bloody
war endured by our forefathers in winning for their descendants the liberty
of a very small, reckless and irresponsible minority to oppress a large and
long suffering majority.

(The Daily Graphic, June g, 1877.)
PLAYING WITH FIRE.

The Bridgeport fire, with its attendant loss of life, coming before the smoke
and groans of a Boston horror have died away, produces a painfully depressing
effect upon the community. The Galveston fire, reported in last night’s paper,
in which 83,000,000 worth of property was destroyed, shows how terribly we are
exposed to the most destructive element ot nature in spite of all the arts and
inventions of modern life. The forest fires which have swept over broad dis-
tricts of the country, destroying large beits of valuable timber, and consuming
even villages as well as farm houses, are calculated tu create a wholesome dread
and preventive caution. It seems that the country is experiencing an epidemic
of fire, which calls for special care on the part of our people, and should burn a
lesson of pradence into every mind. It is well to insist un fire-proof buildings,
and tertainly greater pains should be taken in the construction of manufactories
and hotels, and all large buildings which are peculiarly exposed to the fire. But
what is to be done to protect the buildings which are alrcady' erected, and are
not fire proof ' Itis wise to make the amplest possible preparations in an
efficient fire department. But the energetic and almost superhuman efforts of
the Boston firemen could not prevent a large destruction of life in the recent
tenement-house fire in that city. Sumething more should be done than has yvet
been seriously attempted to prevent fires by stopping the reckless playing with
this destructive element in the streets. Scarcely a day passes that the boys do

not kindle bonfires in our crowded thoroughfares, and only a weck ago a little
L ]
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boy set a fire in a shed because his mother would not allow him to join his
bigger playmates in burning a captured tar.barrel. Why should he not play
with fire as well as his older companions ?

One of the most prolific causes ot fires is the reckless discharge of tor-
pedoes and other fireworks during the summer, and particularly on or about the
Fourth of July. The loss by the Portland fire in 1866, caused by a cracker
falling in the dry wood of a wharf, was $10,000,000. It has been estimated that
$100,000,000 worth of property has been consumed in this country by fireworks
along since 1866, and 320 persons have been killed and go,000 wounded by fire-
works withirr ten years. Dr. Willard Parker says that ‘ frequently the large
city hospitals, on the Fourth of July, present scenes of carnarge like the battle.
field.” Yet there is an ordinance forbidding these dangerous pastimes under
heavy penalties, which the authorities seem never to dream of enforcing. Are
they afraid of the boys ? Do they not dare to meddle with the explosive ways
and gunpowdery recreations of young America? From the way this protective
ordinance sleeps on the statute book one would suppose that the police are
partners in firework manufactories or in collusion with surgeons who want
wounds to dress and limbs to amputate. ‘The property-holding class has a
right to demand that the authorities shall stop every unlawful discharge of a
rocket or torpedo or fire cracker in our streets, and ought to put forth that
demand in a way that will make it respected. A very important element in the
business of a great city, is the rate of insurance and the ability to effect insur-
ance in sound and conservative institutions. Merchants refuse to sell bills of
goods to dealers whose stores are not well covered by insurance policies. But
insurance companies are compelled to protect themselves against extra con-
tingencies by extra rates, and the whole business community is heavily taxed
merely because the authorities neglect to enforce the 1-ws forbidding the play-
ing with fire. The city would run no greater risk from bombardment by foreign
war ships, than it now endures every Fourth of July, and simply because its
officers neglect to enforce the laws passed for the protection of property and
life. This thing ought not to be, and it will be stopped the moment the pro-
perty-holding citizens demand the enforcement of the laws.

(Daily Graphic, Fune g, 1877.)

The demand for protection against the fire cracker fiend séems to be
louder this summer than it usually is. but no recent year has passed without
its being heard. On Junc 17, of last year, Mr. Chittenden read in Congress
a letter from the National Board of Underwriters showing that within five
years $700,000,000 worth of property had been destroyed by fire, and recall-
ing the fact that the great conflagration which had nearly destroyed Port-
land, originated in the careless use of pyrotechnics. After it has been
shown that §100 worth of property has bcen destroyed for every dollar's
worth of fire crackers imported, it is a folly of the most puerile and vicious

sort to permit the havoc to go on without any attempt to control it.
.
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(New York Times, June 12, 1877.)
FIREWORKS—THEIR USE AND ABUSE.
To THE EpITOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES:

The approaching national holiday awakens the interest of old and
* young America” in the matter of its proper celebration and observance.
It has also awakened the interest of the National Board of Fire Under-
writers and a few ncwspapers.  Several articles haveappeared in one of the
prominent New York dailies, whose stafements, if allowed to stand un-
answered, may possibly be accepted as based upon facts as a whole, and
have the effect to suppress a legitimate industry and take away from our
Fourth of July celebration nearly all that makes it what it should always
be—u {:lorious Fourth.

The use of fireworks on the occasion of public rejoicing has been pre-
valent ever since the days of the Pharoahs in everv country on the globe.
‘They enter largely into the service of commerce and the Government, and
no exhibition of any kind attracts such multitudes to witness their effect as
displays of the various combinations of pyrotechnic art. The recent statis-
tical treatment of the methods and consequences of our method of celebrat-
ing the Fourth is calculated to mislead the public mind. The whole thing
is sweepingly condemned. Figures are arrayed to substantiate the state-
ments and if they were true it would indeed be better to turn our Fourth
of July into a day of fasting and prayer rather than let it remain the only
day of the whole year which awakens the patriotic emotions of the whole
nation.

The National Board of Fire Underwriters, in whose interest the agita-
tion of this question is raised, say, in their report of Comimittee on Statis-
tics, that **it is the universal testimony of Fire Underwriters and Chicf
Enginecrs of Fire Departments that the losses by fire on the 3d and 4th of
July, 1876, werc less in number than in any previous year in their remem-
brance,” thus furnishing evidence that fireworks are not so devastating in
their effect as they claim.  For never in the history of this country or any
other were so many uscd on one public occasion.  There never was a dryer
time in and around New York city than last secason.  Never-were there so
many fags, banners. and other intlammable decorating material exposed to
the terrible possibilitics of incendiary fireworks as last year on the occasion
of our onc hundredth anniversary. The only fire of consequence in the

entire country occurted in Philadelphia, which was occasioned by a gun
wad from a vessel on the river, and might have occurred on any other day.
Yet we are shown a large statistical igure of loss, and gravely asked if that
is not a severe tax upon insutance capital for the gratitication of juvenile
patriotism. )

That there are objectionable features in the manner of ce’ebrating the
Fourth, no faitly intelligent person will deny.  Toy cannon, pistols, loose
powder, and fire crackers, it you please, occasion scrious casualties each
year, and Jny means employed that could induce their discontinuance
would mect with public favor.  And .if the action of the Loard of Under-
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writers and one of the leading journals were confined to discouraging the
indiscriminate use of these articles, no one would object. But they con-
demn right and left—fireworks of American make and fire crackers of
heathen production. There is a very great difference between the two
varieties. Fire crackers are dangerous mainly because they leave burning
fragments to be blown about after their discharge. Fireworks do not leave
Rurning debris after the effect is produced. Fircworks are subject to the
same unfortunate accusations ¢hat * Paddy Miles’ Boy ” was. Any fire
occurring on or about the Fourth of July is generally attributed to them.
whether they are guilty or not. We are told that the Portland fire resulted
from fire crackers. Portland people of influential position have told the
writer * therewas no truth in the statement whatever.” and further, * that
if the Chief Engineer had paid less attention to private interests on that
occasion the fire would have been controlled and extinguished very early
in its progress.” Happily for firceworks! At Chicago it was the cloven
hoof of Mrs. O'Leary’s cow coming in sudden and violent contact witha
tallow dip that did the damage there. At Boston, again fireworks escaped.
Arg fireworks really so dangerous a property? Union square has time and
again been the scene of perfect volcanoes of fireworks, yet that section of
our city has not been devastated because of such displays. During the
political canipaigns vast quantities of fireworks are used, and indiscrimin-
ately used, in this and every city of the Union, but we do not hear of serious
conflagrations resulting therefrom. Speaking of losses to fire insurance
capital and sufferings of victims of our Fourth of July celebrations, and the
statistics published in connection therewith, reminds one that in the cases
of the Portland, Chicago, and Boston fires, their (insurance companies)
losses might have been greater.  We have Fourth of July victims and insur-
ance victims, statistics of the one, none of the other, It is not the purpose
of this article to reflect upon insurance companies ; they, no doubt, are a
great blessing. What is intended to be shown is, that fireworks are not the
great bugbear they are said to be. .

The whole subject of the treatment of fireworks business by insurance
companies, express companies, and municipal authorities is, and has been,
largely based upon assumption of facts that have no existence ; and preju-
dice, and not from intelligent examination of the nature of the business.
and the necessary requirements of law and insurance regulation ; and the
effect of all these harsh and ill-founded conditions is to reduce a fair and
honorable business to a sort of half smuggling, illicit traffic distasteful to
all engaged in the business. Express companies refuse to carry fireworks,
yet they yearly do carry thousands upon thousands of dollars’ worth of
them to the remotest part of the land, and therc is yet to occur the first
accident of any kind from transporting fireworks. The writer knows of one
instance where a freight car filled with fireworks was thrown from the track
and smashed to fragments, together with its contents, yet no explosion or
ignition took place—and the fireworks were picked up, repaired, and used_
afterward. This occurred in 1866, in Massachusetts, betweeg Boston and
Springfield. Not a single fire ever occurred from the transporting fire-
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works, and yet the report of the Underwriters says * that $2,556,000 worth
were sold during the last decade.”

Baltimore, the birthplace of the author and the scene of the inspiration
of our national song, the * Star Spangled Banner,” refused to allow the use
of fireworks on July 4, 1876—the occasion of our one hundredth anniversary
—the City Council thinking it *“ more becoming to gather in the churches of
the city and praise God for the anniversary.” It would be interesting to
know how many of them did go to church, and, further, to know what kind
of a‘celebration Baltimore had last year. I have already given this greater
length than I intended. What fireworks manufacturers want above all
things is that insurance companies, express companies, railroad officials, and
municipal authorities should ascertain by a visit to a factory, and an exami-
nation into the nature and character of the fircworks made in this country,
what they are comnposed of, how they are made—in fact visit a manufactory
and learn the worst and best, and then frame laws and regulations accord-
ingly. It would give the writer the greatest pleasure to afford any com-
mittee or individual the most ample opportunity for such inquiry. By such
a course it is confidently believed justice wou!d be done all parties.

EDWARD F. LINTON,
President of the Unexcelled Fireworks Company,
No. 112 Chambers Street, New York.

-~

(New York Times, June 13, 1877.)

INSURANCE AND PATRIOTISM. !

Among people engaged in the beneficent and profitable business of
insurance against fire there exists, we regret to say, an evident intention to
suppress the Glorious Fourth. With a wiliness that is peculiar to insurance
companies, these enemies of our common country cloak their fell designs
under a pretext. The insurance agent has ever a subtle way. He asks his
confiding victim to sign an * application,” and from that moment he
becomes the prey of the company. The agent disappears ; no search war- .
rant, no detective ever finds him again. But the insured man, during the
remainder of his natural life, pays to the company nearly every dollar of
his earnings. He is approached with insidious premiums, assessments,
dividends, rebates, discounts, and renewals, none of which he understands,
though all demand money of him. It is the policy of the insurance people
to disguise their movements with all sorts of strange names. So, now that
they propose to break up the Fourth of July and destroy the last refuge of
constitutional liberty in the Republic, they move upon the Day We Cele-
brate by a circuitous line. It is proposed to abolish fireworks of every
variety, from the pretentious * set piece” down to the fire cracker.

Let the free-born American citizen imagine, if he can, an Independ-
ence Day without racket. gunpowder and fireworks. What would stout
John Adams say to a celebration of the anniversary in which there should
be no sound of the joy bells and cannon which he predicted should forever
usher in the day? If there are spirits in the upper air, they must know
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when the American Republic celebrates the Fourth of July, by the cloud of
saltpetre and the noise which arise from lhe: surface of the globe below.
The foes of liberty would leave the day unmarked save by a display o
bunting and an unusual solemnity in the strecets. But we hang out the
flags whenever a public character dies, or when a friendly king comes w0
town. One day in seven the omnibuses stop running and the whirl of
traffic ceases in the main thoroughfares. Obviously, there would be no
meaning in such an observance of the Fourth of July. We are prepared
to go further, and say that there could be no adequate celebration of the
anniversary of our National Independence without fireworks, native and
alien, Christian and pagan, Caucasian and Chinese.

The men of the present gencration are so assured in their patriotism
that no embargo on fireworks can affect them. They have been rearedin
the odor of patriotism, so to speak. But, as usual, when an attempt is
made to sap the foundations of liberty, the youth of the country are tobe
beguiled. It is too late to deprive the Fourth of its meaning to grown
people ; the rising generation are to have the day recur to them annually
with nothing to mark it. On all other days in the year the policeman on
his rounds makes war on the fussy pin-wheel, the peevish torpedo, the sur-
reptitious powder-horn, and the surprising cracker. On Independence
Day the small boy has everything his own wild way. He exhausts himself
in the vain endeavor to make noise enough to attract attention. His
animal nature delights itself, for once, in unimagined racket, and when he
goes to bed at night, covered with honorable scars, and worn out with the
laborious pleasures of the day, he reflects that he has had a good time
because it was the Fourth of July. To him, at least, thc anniversary hasa
meaning. It would be impossible for the day to come and go without his
noticing it, as old people forget to notice their numerous birthdays. At
this moment the American boy is saving his infrequent pennies in order
that he may prove that John Adams knew what he was talking about when
he prophesicd that the American people through all time would makea
joyful noise when the day returned.

The insurance people, under the thin guise of care for the property of
the nation, propose to abolish the fireworks, big and little, and thus to leave
the boy of the period destitute of the patriotism which is inculcated by the
use of gunpowder and noise. Let us imagine the present gencration of
Loys, grown to man's cstate, as old and gray and as crusty as the present
National Board of Fire Underwriters. For them no pin-wheel ever fizzed
its wabbling round, no rocket ever mounted to the evening skies, and no fire
cracker (sold at the rate of three bunches for a quarter) ever snapped under
the heels of astonished horses.  Would the candid and philosophic reader
expect men of such a colorless youth to volunteer in defense of their coun-
try, to subscribe to a seven-thirty loan, to join a militia company to get rid
of jury duty, or to accept office under an Administration whose politics
they did not approve of > Certainly not. * No noise, no Fourth of July. No
Fourth of July, no patriotism.

After the exhaustive argument of the President of a fireworks company,
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presented in these columns, it is not necessary to refute the statement that
no great fire ever originated in Fourth of July fireworks. It has been
ignorantly asserted that the Portland fire was kindled by a Chinese cracker,
left burning near a cooper’s shop. Whereas, the truth of history requires
that it be recorded that the cooper left his pipe on the door-step
while he ran “to look at -the sogers.” Pipes have caused more
fires than fireworks ever did. But the insurance men are silent on the
subject of tobacco. It is the pipe of patriotism which they want put out.
Some doctor has said that a city hospital on a Fourth of July looks like
the cvening of a general engagement. The wounded in the hospitals came
to grief by the firing of salutes. Why do not the National Board of Fire
Underwriters prohibit cannon? The reason is obvious. The plan is to
nip patriotism in the bud, to suppress it in the boy of the period. He is to
be bereft of his fecble fireworks and crackers. The glorious Fourth is to
be made to him like all other days. We have given up the Independence
Day parade, the annual feast, the civic pomp and show, and the Fourth of
July oration. Let us hold on to the fireworks as the last refuge of popular
liberty.

(NVew York Herald, June 14, 1877.)

PYROTECHNICS ON THE FOURTH—A COMMITTEE OF
INSURANCE MEN AND MANUFACTURERS
BEFORE THE ALDERMEN.

The Law Committee of the Board of Aldermen yesterday gave a short
hearing to thosc interested in the display of fireworks on the Fourth of
July. The Board of Fire Underwriters were represented by Mr. Henry A.
Oakley, about a dozen fireworks manufacturers being also present.

It was generally understood by those in attendance that the visit to the
Aldermen was entirely unnecessary, as an ordinance, already published in
the Herald, is still in force, prohibiting the sale of fireworks on the national
anniversary. The muddle was still further complicated by Alderman
Lewis reading a section of an act of the Legislature, passed in 1871, “in
relation to storage and the kecping of combustible materials in the city of
New York,” under which the Fire Commissioners are given entire control
as far as custody of the dangerous matter is concerned. The following is
the section alluded to:

No fireworks, detonating works, cartridges, powder train, percussion
caps, collodium, nitrate of soda, nitrate of silver, ether, phosphorus, matéhes
or explosive compounds shall hereafter be manulactured, stored or kept
upon salein the city of New York, except at such places, in such manner
and in such fuantities as shall be determined by the said Commissioners
in the exercise of their discretion, under a permit by them granted therefor,
and subject to be revoked at any time by said Commissioners. Fireworks
consisting of Chinese crackers. rockets, blue lights, candles, colored pots,
lance wheels and other works ofebrilliant colored fires may be kept upon
sale intervening the 1oth day of June and the 10th day of July in cach year,
by retail dealers, under such reasonable regulations as said Commissioners
may prescribe under a permit issued therefor.
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Mr. Oakley remarked that this law only alluded particularly to storage.
The only object sought to be attained by the Underwriters in the carrying
out of such an ordinance was in the protection of life and property. In
the great Portland fire the great danger resulted from fire crackers. We
had ninety-three fires in this city on the last Fourth of July. Sevenof
these were caused by Chinese lanterns and seventy-six by fire crackers and
other fireworks. The speaker then suggested that the explosion of
fireworks should be restricted to the public parks.

Alderman Lewis: The Common Council has no control of the parkse
and as the ordinance of 1866 and the act of the Legislature of 187r stand
that body has no control over the matter except as regards the firing or
exploding of fireworks.

Alderman HowLAND : [ don't see how any ordinance can be stronger.
It is positively prohibitory, and the police are required to see that itis
enforced.

Mr. Edward Linton, Secretary of the Pyrotechnic Association, ex-
pressed the opinion that the main point to be ascertained was whether or
not the Board of Aldermen proposed to take any action at this particular
time. He also hoped that some agreement might be entered into between
the Underwriters and firework dealers so as to prevent tae enforcement of
the ordinance on the Fourth of July.

* When the Committee adjourned Mr. Oakley stated in conversation that
no attempt would be made to enforce the ordinance ncxt month, but that
shortly after that date the Board of Fire Underwriters and the Pyrotechnic
Association would confer as to a permanent plan for the sale, storage and
explosion of fireworks in this city.

(Reporter, Lynn, Mass., June 13, 1877.)
. DANGEROUS PATRIOTISM.

The National Board of Fire Underwriters in New York are making
praiseworthy efforts to put a stop to the sale of fire crackers, squibs, ser-
pents, and such other fireworks as cannot be controlled when they are dis-
charged. The loss by fires that have been caused by these things have
been very great.  Statistics show that during the last twelve years at least
twenty million dollars’ worth of property has been destroved by conflagra-
tions caused by fire crackers, while many deaths have resulted therefrom.
The great Portland fire was a case in point, which ought not to be forgotten.
If the importation of fire crackers was forbidden it would be a blessing to
this country. and we think people might manage to be patriotic without en-
dangering their own and their neighbor’s property by the use of gunpowder
in its most dangerous shapes.

(Philadelphia Inguirer, June 13, 1877.)
FIREWORKS ON THE FOURTH—THE NATIONAL BOAKD
OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS COMMUNICATE ’
WITH MAYOR STOKLEY.
Mayor Stokley was yesterday in receipt of a communication from
Charles A. Jenney, Secrctary of the Statistical Bureau of the National
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Board of Fire Underwriters, calling attention to a form of municipal ordi-
nance, and to a report on losses by fire and casualties caused by fireworks
on the 3d and gth of July, 1876. Mr. Jenney failed to inclose either the
ordinance or the report, although his communication speaks of them as
being inclosed. Mr. Jenney, speaking of the report on losses, says :

*“Itgives an expression of the public sentiment touching these dangerous
explosives, both in this country and Canada, and confirms the claim of the
Fire Underwriters that the use of fire crackers and such classes of fireworks as
cannot be controlled when discharged, serpents, squibs and chasers, should
be prohibited. and that the most stringent laws regulating the sale and use
of tireworks of all kinds should be made and cnforced in all cities and
towns where indemnity against loss by fire is asked for by its citizens. As
such laws are local we beg to ask your attention to the matter in your city,
and such influence as you may deem advisable, looking toward the proper
restriction of their sale and use on the coming national festival day
thercby preventing serious accidents to life and property.”

Mayor Stokley will be pleased to receive both the report and the form
of ordinance proposed, and will give the same his careful consideration,

(New York Herald, Fune 16, 1877.)
SHALL THE CITY BE PROTECTED?

Patriotism is a virtue ; but it does not require us to set fire to our
houses, or to suffer our children once a year to risk the loss of eyes or
hands or probably of life, through the reckless and unskillful use
of fireworks and gunpowder. We can be very good Americans and prop-
erly cherish the memory of the Declaration of Independence without turn-
ing the city of New York between midnight on the 3d of July and mid-
night on the Fourth into a Babel of confusion, a Bedlam of noise and a
place of peril to life, limb and property. Fire crackers, torpedoes, pistols
and cannons are not absolutely necessary to the instruction of the juvenile
mind in the blessings of republican freedom. We should be in a very
unfortunate condition if the permanency of our free institutions depended
in any degree on the continuance of the public nuisance and danger to
which New Yorkers are required to submit on every recurrence of the
national anniversary. But probably not one out of every hundred of those
who enjoy the heat and the stench and the noise and the peril of the Fourth
of July know for what besides the natural love of mischief, deviltry and
confusion they celebrate the dreaded day.

There is an ordinance of the city which prohibits the use of fireworks
in the public streets, and the Mayor and the police have full authority to
enforce it.  If they intend to do so it is only just that they should make
the fact known at once before people have invested their Fourth of July
money in squibs and crackers. There is a very general desire among the
respectable portion of the community that the senseless custom heretofore
prevailing should be abandoned, and the insurance companies are among
the most carnest protestants against the hazardous amusement. If, after
all the warnings that have been given and the discussion that has been had
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on the subject, any serious accident should occur on the coming Fourth
through the neglect of the Mayoer and the police to enforce an ordinance
approved and demanded by the people, the responsibility will be by no
means a pleasant one to shoulder.

(New York Herald, Fune 22. 1877.)
FIREWORKS ON THE FOUR1H—ALDERMANIC ORDINANCES
AND STATE LAWS—ANOTHER PROTEST FROM THE
BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS.

Alderman Morris yesterday reccived a communication from.lhc Na-
tional Board of Fire Underwriters relative to proposed amendments to the
ordinance prohibiting the usc of fireworks in this city on the Fourth of
July. A petition to the Aldermen was inclosed. Mr. Henry A. Oakley,
Chairman of the Underwriters, states in his letter that *“ within a few days
we have received notice of the passage of stringent ordinances by the cities
of Chicago, Brooklyn, Bridgeport and Providence, as well as by many
other places. The appalling loss by fire the present year is spreading
alarm all over the country, not lessened by the loss in a neighboring prov.
ince of over $10,000,000 reported this morning ; and we feel it our duty, as
citizens as well as underwriters, to take all the precautions that can be had
to protect capital and property from unnecessary loss, and of which in the
present case the ordinance referred to gives us reasonable hope.”

The petition alluded to is transmitted by Mr. Oakley, Chairman of the
Fire Underwriters, and says: * Our attention has been called to a proposed
amendment to Section 7, of Chapter 13, of the ordinance of 1866 on the
firing of firearms, cannon and fireworks, where it is proposed to insen
after the word * combustion’ the words * except on the third and fourth
days of July in each and every year.'”™

We beg leave respectfully to remonstrate against the passage of this
amendment, as it would defeat the very purpose for which the ordinance was
originally passed. When we had the honor to appear before the Law Com-
mittee of your honorable body, to whom this subject was referred, we stated
fully the necessities of such an ordinance for the protection of life and
property in this city ; but in view of the fact that the ordinance referred to,
although for many years on the statute book, had failed to be enforced, we
agreed with the representatives of the Pyrotechnic Association of the
United States, who were also represented at such hearing, that we would
not scek the entorcement of the ordinance the present year, so as to save
them from mercantile loss upon the manufactured stock already on hand.
They distinctly stated to us in the presence of Aldermen l.ewis and How-
land that they had no objection to any law that should apply after July of
the present year.

We therefore beg to suggest the elimination of the proposed amend-
ments in General Order No. 184, referred to above, and instead thereof an
amendment to Scection 3 of said ordinance to the following effect: * This
ordinance shall take effect from and after July 6, 1877.”

The communication was referred to the Law Committee.



353

The same committee yesterday reported that no action was necessary
to be taken, on the ground that the laws of the State and ordinances of the
city now in existence are ample to protect the people and property of this
city from injury or damage from the use of fireworks of any and every de-
scription. The report further sets forth that the enforcement of these laws
and ordinances—in fact, all laws and ordinances rclating to our city govern-
ment—has been intrusted by the Legislature to one or more of the execu-
tive departments of the eity, and the Board of Aldermen is, therefore,
relieved from all responsibility in thé premises.

(New York Daily Bulletin, Fune 23.)

THE UNDERWRITERS AND THE ALDERMEN.

The National Board of Underwriters are endeavoring to demonstrate
to the Board of Aldermen that there are other ways of celebrating the
Fourth of July than by practices which expose the city to the perils of con-
flagration ; but thus far, we regret to say, their arglTments, weighty as they
are with other people, do not carry conviction to the Aldermanic mind.
Within the few days past, stringent ordinances against the fireworks nui-
sance have been adopted by Brooklyn, Bridgeport, Chicago, Providence
and other cities; but so far from imitating their prudent example, our
Aldermen are actually contemplating a step in the opposite dircction in
the shape of an amendment to the existing ordinances, providing that the
clause suppressing the nuisance * shall not apply to the 3d and 4th of July
each year”” Now as most of the losscs to life and property from fireworks
are entailed by their general use on those two days, their exemption will
do nothing to remove the evil of which the underwriters and the common
sense portion of the community are complaining. The attention of the
Aldermanic Law Committee was called to this mischievous reservation ;
but in order that the business interests of fireworks manufacturers should
not be damaged by loss of sale of stock on hand, it was agreed with the
representatives of the Pyrotechnic Association of the United States to
defer the enforcement of total prohibition until from and after July 6, 1877.
Now what is the response of the Law Committee to this action of the
underwriters ? Simply a report that ““ no action is necessary, on the ground
that the laws of the State and ordinances of the city now in existence are
ample to protect the people and property of this city from injury or damage
from the use of fireworks of any and every description.” This is certainly
a very summar)" way of disposing of so important a matter; but the Law
Committee of the Board of Aldermen are deceiving themselves if they
imagine the public will be satisfied with thcir self-complacent conclusion,
The laws of the State and the city ordinances now in existence do »of pro-
tect the lives and property of our citizens on the 3d and 4th of July, and it
would simply be an impeachment of the intelligence of the Law Committee
to suppose that they are as unconscious of that fact as they pretend to
be. The underwriters must now carry their appeal to the Legislature, and
when they do they may safely calculate upon the support of the great bulk
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of the community. The citizens meanwhile must protect themselves as

best they may. We advise them not to rely either upon the police, the
Aldermen or the usual paper proclamation from the Mayor.

(New York Journal of Commerce, Fune 23, 1877.)

ST. JOHN AND NEW YORK.

New York ought to, and will, give generously in aid of the sufferers
of St. John, N. B. Though in a *foreign Iand'." the burned out city is
closely allied, commercially and socially, with the United States. Itis
easily accessible by rail and water from New York. Provisions and
clothing can be thrown as readily from this point into St. John as into
Chicago or any other American city which New York has befriended in its
past similar distress. Charity should know no nationality and no bound-
ary ; but when it happens,'as in this case, to be easy and natural to bestow
kindness on our next door Canadian friends, there is less excuse for not
responding to the call for help with full hearts and hands. We hope that
the city authorities and the various commercial bodies and the railroad and
steamboat companies will do their part at once in relieving the misery
at St. John.

That is a poor sort of philanthropy which does good with any view of
a return in kind. Some day it may be the misfortune of this city to be
devoured by fire. Whenever that fate overtakes us the charity which New
York has never denied to other cities in their want and sorrow will be to
her the sweetest comfort and greatest relief. There is no doubt about that.
This should not be a motive for giving something to the homeless and des-
titute people of St. John, but the thought should not be absent from our
minds that their condition may some day be ours. With that idea before
us we can better appreciate the blessing of giving, as of receiving, assist-
ance and sympathy. :

Let not New York flatter itself that because it has escaped great fires
for many years it is not liable to be swept away like the better parts of
Chicago, Boston, Portland and St. John. It needs but an unfortunate com-
bination of circumstances—a fire breaking out in some lumber yard, furni-
ture factory or petroleum store, a strong wind and a short supply of water
down town—to reduce a large part of this city to ashes in one night. We
must trust to no precautions yet taken—not even to the excellent organiza-
tion of the Fire Department—for complete security. * Eternal vigilance and
the extremest caution in providing against remote contingencies of danger
are indispensable on the part of public officials and private citizens.
Therefore we regret that at this time—with the destruction of St. John as
the last ternble warning—the city government will not lift a finger to check
or discourage the free use of rockets, crackers, and all the other patriotic in-
cendiarism on the Fourth of July. It is true that there are city ordinances
against these dangerous nuisances, but they are never enforced ; and now
that the local authorities have refused to do anything further upon the sub-
ject we cannot expect that the laws will be better observed in the future
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than they have been in the years that are past. Some other cities have
lately adopted and will enforce stringent ordinances against fireworks on
the coming anniversary. It remains for this metropolis, which ought to ’
take the lead in such a reform, to court by its neglect the doom that has
overtaken so many other American cities.

(New York Daily Tribune, June 22, 1877.)

There is prospect of abatement if not of abandonment of the fire cracker in
this city on the coming Fourth. The Board of Fire Underwriters may not fully
carry their point with the Aldermen, but an impression has been produced upon
public sentiment in regard to the matter which will diminish the sale of the ex-
plosives this year, and probably result in prohibiting them hereafter. An
unexpected consequence has followed the stoppage of the sale of these things
in Brooklyn. It had been expected that many people who have been accustom-
ed to leave the city every Fourth of July to escape the noise, would now remain
in town during that anniversary. But it appears that on the otler hand many
families had been in the habit of staying in town to assist the young folks with
their fireworks and to guard against accidents. There being nothing now for
old folks or young to do in Brooklyn on the Fourth, there is prospect, as shown
by the engagements of conveyauces, for a larger exodus from that city than ever
before. Many of the exiles will buy their fireworks, if they can, in this city, and
take them into the quiet resorts of the country.

(New York Herald, June 24, 1877.)
HAPPY BROOKLYN'!

The Brooklyn Superintendent of Police has issued orders to the various
captains in regard to the celebration of the Fourth of July. An ordinance of
that city prohibits the ‘‘storage or sale of fire crackers and fireworks of all
kinds and the setting off or burning of any fire cracker or fireworks of every des-
cription within the city limits "’ under a penalty of twenty-five dollars for each
and every offence. The captains are ordered to instruct their commands to
strictly enforce this law. A similar ordinance exists in New York, but inasmuch
as our Mayor and police hesitate. to enforce it, one being frightened and the other
afraid to do so, it will, of course, remain a dead letter. We shall envy our
neighbors on the other side of the East River the peacefulness of their cele-
bration ; provided their police are able to carry out their instructions effectually.
In New York we shall have to submit to the confusion and danger of a senseless
practice for one more year at least, although the law would protect us provided
the authorities did their duty. If any great calamity should occur through the
use of fireworks, pistols and cannon in the public streets of this city on the
Fourth the responsibility would rest with the Mayor and the police.

(The Evening Mail, Fune 26, 1877.)
FIRE CRACKERS.

The Small Boy's hour of triumph draws near. The Fourth of July comes
on apace, when the Small Boy will for a day and night take control of the city,
and make twenty-four hours hideous with noise and pestilent with stench. Some
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absurd old people had imagined that they could hold in the Smail Boy, bat they
were egregiously mistaken. They represented that the firing of Chinese
crackers was an intolerable nuisance—and so it is; but the Small By oaly
smiled derisively. They appealed to the Common Council for an ordinance o
prohibit the infernal cracker ; but the Small Boy shook his fist at the Alder-
men, and they told the old fogies that it could not be done ; the fire cracker was
vitally essential in keeping up the love of freedom, and any abridgment of its
use would be a long step toward the downfall of the Republic. They would
prohibit green apples, or even whiskey ; but fire crackers and the Small Boy
" were too much for them,

So, the Small Boy has won an easy victory. On the Fourth of July more
than two thousand policemen will do duty day and night in watching for fires and
accidents from crackers—all for the Small Boy. On the Fourth of July every
fireman and every manjof the insurance patrol will be prohibited from leaving
their post of duty even for an hour—all to secure the Small Boy's privilege of
setting the citpon fire. On the Fourth of July forty thc d house o
and tenants who are longing to get a day in the country will feel compelled to
remain in town to see thas their dwellings are not fired by the Small Boy's
crackers. On the Fourth of July ten thousand ladies who would give the world
for a drive in the Park will be compelled to stay at home for fear of accidents
by runaway horses, startled by the bunch of crackers thrown under their font by
the patriotic and triumphant Small Boy. On the Fourth of July, in spite of the
extra vigilance of firemen and police, there will be a dozen or more of fires
caused solely by the festive hilarity of the Small Boy in his indiscriminate dis-
tribution of crackers. On the Fourth of July there will be a couple of dozen of
citizens damaged more or less, here an eye put out, and there a nose shot of,
and so on, by the cheerful and elevating sport so dear to the Small Bojp And
we feel it a painful duty to add that even the Small Boy himself will, doubtless,
in numerous instances be brought home in pieces, or instalments as it were,
which fractional condition he will owe exclusively to his patriotic devotion to
crackers and double-headers.

But what of it? Let policemen and firemen and insurance patrols do
double, ay, treble duty; let insurance companies suffer needless losses; let
families be burned out of house and home ; let New York be a St. John or a
Marblehead ; let horses run away and riders be smashed ; let boys and girls and
men and women be blown up and torn up. and gathered in butchers' baskets,
and taken home in joints and sections; what of it, we repeat? Are these
reasons for curtailing the Small Boy's patriotism ? Not a bit of it. Withouat
the Small Boy we should have no statesmen in the future ; without fire crackers
we should have no Small Boy worthy of the name. So, burn and maim at your
sweet will, my Boy ; the city is yours for one day, and all that stupid grown
people have to do is to wait upon you from sunrise until midnight. To be sure,
you will deprive your parents and friends of the slightest vestige of comfort;
but what of that? Patriotism and fire crackers are one and indivisible, and the
Small Boy is their high priest.
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
Stated Session.

TuEespay, June 19, 1877, }
2 o'clock, pP. M.

» »* * * * * * * *

(G. 0. 184.)

By Alderman Hall—

An Ordinance to amend Section 7 of Chapter XIIL. of the Ordinances
of 1866, entitled, ‘“ Of the firing of firearms, cannons and fireworks.”

‘The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York do
ordain as follows :

SkCTION 1. Section 7 of the above-entitled ordinance is hereby amended
by inserting after the word * combustion " the words “ except on the 3d
and 4th days of July in each and cvery year,” so that said section, when so
amended, shall read as follows :

SecTION 7. No person shall fire, discharge, or set off, in the City of
New York, any rocket, cracker, torpedo. squib, balloon, or other fireworks
or thing containing any substance in a state of combustion, except on the
3d and 4th days of July in cach and every year, under the penalty of $5 for
each offence.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or con-
flicting with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SecTion 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Which was laid over.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. -
BoARD OF ALDERMEN.
Stated Session.
THURSDAY, June 21, 1877, 2
2 o’clock, p. M,
* * * * * * »* * *

By Alderman Morris—

Memorial of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, protesting
against any modification of the existing ordinance rclating to fireworks, as
follows:

STATISTICAL BUREAU,

THE NATIONAL BoARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS, )
New York, June 21, 1877. %

To THE HONORABLE BOARD OF ALDERMEN oF THE CITY OF NEW YORK :

Gentlemen : Our attention has been called to a proposed amendment to
Section 7 of Chapter 13 of the Ordinances of 1866, ** of the firing of fircarms,
cannons and fireworks,” where it is proposed to insert after the word ** com-
bustion " the words * except on the 3d and 4th days of July in cach and
every year.”

We beg leave respectfully to remonstrate against the passage of this
amendment, as it would defeat the very purpose for which the ordinance

was originally passed.
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When we had the honor to appear before the Law Committee of you:
Honorable Body, to whom this subject was referred, we stated fully the ne-
cessities of such an ordinance for the protection of life and propenty in this
city ; but in view of the fact that the ordinance referred to, although for
many years on the statute books, had failed to be enforced, we agreed wita
the representatives of the ** Pyrotechnic Association of the United States”
who were also represented at such hearing, that we would not seek the co-
forcement of the ordinance the present year, so as to save them from mer-
cantile loss upon the mai ufactured stock already on hand. They distincl
stated to us, in the presence of Aldermen Lewis and Howland, that they
had no objections to any law that should apply after July of the present
year.

We therefore beg to suggest the elimination of the proposed amend-
ment in G. O. No. 184, referred to above, and instead thereof an amendment
to Section 3 of said ordinauce to the following effect:

This ordinance shall take effect from and after July 6, 1877.

We trust that your Honorable Body will se¢ the reasonableness of this
request and amend the ordinance accordingly.

On behalf of the National Board of Fire Underwriters,

HENRY A. OAKLEY,
Chairman Statistical Buress.
CHARLES A. JENNEY,
Secretary.

Which was laid over in connection with G. O. 184, and ordered to be

printed in full in the City Record.

(New York Daily Bulletin, Fune 28, 1877.)

FIREWORKS DULL AND IN LITTLE DEMAND.

According to the Boston Commercial Bulletin, the trade in fireworks this
scason is going to be a small one.  The opposition to the promiscuous use
of Chinese crackers, toy cannon, pistols, rockets, pin wheels and other
combustive combinations of pyrotechnic art, seems to be increasing. It is
extremely doubtful whether the opposition to Chinese crackers is suff-
ciently strong to secure the passage of an act prohibiting their importation:
but if it should be, Chinese crackers would doubtless soon become a dim
memory of the past in boyish minds.  For they are all imported, none ever
having been successfully made in this country.  All other fireworks, how-
cver, are of domestic manufacture, skyrockets, pin wheels, etc., being made
at factories in several of the suburbs of Boston. Foreign fruit brokers in
this (the New York) market report the trade in fire crackers this season un-
usually dull. Where heretofore one thousand boxes were sold scarcelv
half the number have been placed, despite the fact that they have been of-
fered at prices 50 to 6o cents per box lower than last season. At the be-
ginning of the present scason the prices were $2 per box for short count,
and $2.15 per box for full count. Within a few days, however, about one
thousand boxes short count sold at $1.80 to $1.85, and fl.lll count were of-
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fered at $2. So great has been the pressufe to close out this stock that
several lots have been offered at auction sale, out of which but a small por-
tion were sold, and those at very low, prices.

(New York Herald, Fune 28, 1877.)

CITY FATHERS AND THE FOURTH—THE PRIVILEGE TO BURN
DOWN THE CITY NEXT WEDNESDAY.

Considerable gossip was indulged in around the City Hall yesterday
relative to the ordinance passed giving permission for the explosion of fire-
works and cannon in this city on the 3d and 4th of July, of this year. The
amendment practically rcpeals the ordinance which has been in force since
1866 prohibiting such practices. Although this ordinance has been on the
statute books since that time no efforts have been made to enforce it. Of
course, the Police Commissioners are responsible for such neglect.

When the representatives of the Board of Fire Underwriters appeared
before the Law Committee of the Aldermen they were given to understand
that no steps would be taken either to enforce or repeal the laws affecting
the usc of fireworks on the next Fourth of July. They expressed the hope
that the matter would be allowed to stand just where it then was. But a
“mysterious " change seemed to have come over the opinions of our City
Fathers in this respect during the few days preceding the last meeting of
the board. Whether the change was the result of visits from some of the
leading firework mauufacturers of the city to the secret chamber of the Al-
dermen is not apparent, but certain members ot the * third house” can be
found who are uncharitable enough to make such a statement.

In discussing the question it might be of interest to the public to read
the names of the Aldermen who voted in favor of and against Mr. Pinck-
ney’s amendment, giving all the boys of the metropolis an opportunity to
burn up property amounting in value to millions of dollars. The following
is the list :

Yeas—Aldermen Purroy, Cole, De Vries, Ehrhart, Guntzer, Hall,
Joyce, Lamb, Phillips, Pinckney, Salmon, Sauer. .

Nays—Aldermen Cowing, Howland, Lewis, Morris, Simonson and
Sievin.

BROOKLYN'S NOISELESS FOURTH.

The dealers in pyrotechnics in Brooklyn are very much exercised over
the prohibition of the sale of fireworks for the celebration of the glorious
Fourth. Several arrests have been made by the police of persons detected
in the act of violating the Common Council ordinance. Yesterday Mr,
Coghill, of No. 284 Fulton Street, who was arrested for the second time on
a charge of selling fire crackcrs, was arraigned before Police Justice Walsh,
and his examination set down for Friday,



. 360

(New York Herald, June 29, 1877.)

THE FIREWORKS ORDINANCE.

Mayor Ely yesterday signed the ordinance passed on last Tuesday by
the Board of Aldermen giving permission to explode fireworks and cannon
on the 3d and 4th of July of this year.

Mr. Henry S. Oakley, Chairman of the Board of Fire Underwriters,
yesterday sent a communication to the Mayor on this subject, in which be
says: ‘“We beg on behalf of the Fire Underwriters to ask you to withhold
your signature from the ordinance passed by the Board of Aldermen atits
session held on the 26th inst., relative to fireworks and fire crackers, and
to allow the same to lie over the usual ten days. This would leave the
present excellent ordinance in full effect, and not interfere with a reasonable
celebration of Independence Day, while we are satisfied it would lessen
the fears of the community as to the probability of serious disaster to life
and property. The daily press, we observe, are unanimous in their con-
demnation of the passage of this bill, and we feel that they represent the
popular feeling upon this important subject.

(New York World, June 30, 1877.)

THE MAYOR AND THE FOURTH OF JULY.

We should hate to believe that Mayor Ely was in league with the keep-
ers of suburban summer resorts on the one hand, or, on the other hand, ’
‘that he has no more sense than an Alderman. And yet we seem to be shut
up to those alternatives by his conduct in signing the ordinance for making
New York uninhabitable on Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. That
is the proper description of the ordinance suspending for those days the
standing corporation ordinance against the explosion of firearms and fire
crackers. We have every desire to make the small boy happy on the Fourth
of July, but it is asking altogether too much to ask that the whole town
should be turned overto him. The explosion of fire crackers gratifies only
the boy who fires them off. It disgusts all adults and drives the more sensi-
tive of them almost to distraction. It constitutes a real danger to life,
not only directly by the peril of the explosions themselves, but indirectly
by the effect upon people suffering from nervous diseases of a racket
almost unbroken for forty-eight hours. A strict prohibition to explode
fireworks would force out of the city all boys who could get out to set off
their explosives where they would be in no danger of doing damage, and
where they would annoy fewer people. If this had been proposed to the
Aldermen some demagoguc would doubtless have been found to picture
the woes of the poor man’s son in a tenement house who could not afford
to go to New-Jersey or Staten Island, and whose life in the squalid tene-
ment house was only lighted up by the chance of venting his patriotism
with a two-dollar brass cannon and seventy-five cents’ worth of fire crackers
to throw under the passing car-horse. The city could much better afford to
send all such boys out of town who cannot afford to take themselves out of
town than to permit them to have their own way in town. At least the
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Aldermen could have limited the term of the patriotic pandemonium to
half a day or thereabouts, and enforced the peace for the rest of the national
holiday. But this turning over of the town to boys and noise for two whole
days is simply appalling. It is a question between banishing adults and
banishing boys, or restraining their noise within decent limits. The
former is the course which the Aldermen and the Mayor think best.

We have spoken of the noise now chartered as a nuisance, as it unques-
tionably is, and of the danger which it entails in the character of nuisance.
The more serious danger is that of fire, and with the fresh experience of
Marblehead and St. John and the distinct recollection of Portland it seems
as if it required no more than ordinary sense and firmness in a Mayor of
New York to put a stop at once, which would be a stop forever, to the
senseless and abominable custom which is only tolerated because it is a
custom. Whatever qualities it required, it appears that Mayor Ely does
not possess them. He has not lacked for good counsel. The Chairman of
the Board of Fire Underwriters very properly addressed him a request, on
behalf of that body. to withhold his signature from the bill. Such a request
would have received the signature of a great majority of the tax-payersand
of the inhabitants of New York. Mayor Ely disregarded this request. The
result of his signature is not merely that New York will be abdndoned for
two days by everybody who can get away from it, and that at best the fire-
men will be worked forty-eight hours without cessation, and a number of
petty fires will occur the aggregate loss from. which will be many thousands
of dollars. We do not care to depict the worst that may happen, but if the
worst should happen no decent man in New York would be willing to
accept the responsibility which the Mayor of New York has accepted.

(New York Daily Bulletin, Yune 30, 1877.)

FOURTH OF JULY FIRE RISKS.

It is a curious notion the City Hall people have that the anniversary of
American Independence cannot be becomingly commemorated without
burning down something or blowing up something. The burnings down
and the blowings up may entail serious loss of life and property ;
but with the average Alderman that makes no difference ; the Chinese fire
cracker is in his head, apparently, and there we suppose it is bound to stick.

In deference to the growing public reprobation of this recurring fire
cracker nuisance, the city fathers have adopted an ordinance permitting the
use of explosives on the 3d and 4th of July, “ but not afterwards.” What
this * not afterwards” means precisely it would puzzle one unversed in
City Hall technicalities to comprehend. Nobody thinks of setting off fire
crackers after the 4th of July, and the prohibition, therefore, is a palpable
absurdity, unless it is applicable to all time future. What the Underwriters
wanted was a restriction upon the indiscriminate use of these dangerous
playthings on the two days in question ; but the obtuseness or perversity of
the aldermanic intellect failed to see the point, and the result is the amend-
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ment forbidding fireworks after the 3d and 4th. Even apart from the hiber.
nicism of the thing, it may well be asked, was there ever such a predeter-
mined locking of the door after the horse is stolen ?

The public, hence, will have to make up their minds to the usual risks
from fire on Tuesday and Wednesday next. Every householder and prop-
erty owner must look out for himself. He will get no help from the
‘ proper authorities.” There is to be no restraint upon the miscellaneons
explosion of fire crackers, or, for that matter, any other description of pyro-
technics. A fire cracker laid waste sundry square miles of houses in an
eastern city a few years ago ; and last year, if the Underwriters’ statistics
can be relied upon, a million of dollars would not cover the losses by fire
in various parts of the country caused by the same agency. A million of
dollars, it is true, is not much, compared with the losses of some previous
years ; but, as the country just now is complaining of poverty, it may as
well be saved, no matter what the Aldermen may think. Citizens who
have not taken leave of their senses, therefore, will of their own volition
put the pestilent fire cracker and kindred abominations under the ban.
Leave them to the * heathen Chinee,” who has the discredit of being their
originator ; and before another year pusses away it is more than probable
Congress will pass, as it ought to pass, an act prohibiting their importation
altogether, or placing a duty upon them so high as to practically amount to
the same thing.

(Brooklyn Union and Argus, Juse 29, 1877.)

THE FOURTH OF JULY ORDINANCES.

The ordinances passed last year by the Common Council prohibiting the
storage, sale, and discharge of fireworks and firearms was made necessary by the
damage to life, limb, and property which has been done in the past by these
articles. After a Fourth of July especially, the hospitals have been crowded
with the maimed, while lite has been lost and property has been burned upon
that day. The action of the Common Couucil was not only wise and prudent,
but it was actually humane ; for since the people would not protect themselves
from injury, they must be protected by official interposition. Of course, those
who in the past have dealt in fireworks dislike to have their business injured—
in fact, destroyed. But it is one of the instances where the interests of the few
must be sacrificed for the good of the many.

There seems to be, however, a doubt as to the power of the Common
Council in this matter. A firm, which has dealt largely in these goods in the
past, deny the authority of the city officials to prohibit the sale of their goods.
They set up the claim that the ordinance is not in accordance with the Consti-

ation of the State, and that while the Common Council has the right to regu-
ate the sale and use of fireworks, it has not to prohibit altogether their sale and
use. Another claim was made that when fireworks were bought by store-
keepers they became their personal property, and that any law depriving any-
one of their property was unconstitutional. This will not have much force,
since the laws were passed a year ago, and the property, under this notification,
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should not have been purchased. The doubt as to the other claim, however,
remains. It is a question to be well considered, whether or not a person has
the right to store or sell fireworks, and whether or not a person has the right to
use fireworks upon his own premises. Yet he cannot do that which shall be a
nuisance to his neighbor, or which shall endanger the life, health, or property
of that neighbor. Hence it is within the power of people to demand the
punishment of any who may discharge fireworks, if he can prove it a nuisance,
or that his property has been damaged by the firing of fireworks in the hands of
such person.

Yet withal it will be a hard case if this dangerous nuisance cannot be
wholly suppressed. The injury done to property every Fourth of July, the lives
that are lost, and the damage done generally to li’mb ought to make every one
well satisfied to dispense with this noisy and silly means of celebration, and to
prohibit the indiscriminate use of fireworks by every urchin who can obtain a
few cents. It should not be forgotten that Portland, Me., was destroyed by
means of one single fire cracker. The conflagrations that have recently raged
at St. John, Galveston, Bridgeport and Marblehead should give us thought to
this matter. That those in large cities, whose duty it is to suppress fires, con-
sidered the Fourth of July a dangerous day, is seen in the precautions taken to
have every man and horse on duty on that day. Look at the newspapers pub-
lished on the Fifth and see the large sp-~ce set off, devoted wholly to the des-
cription of fires and alarms of fires of the preceding day. That there is need
not only of the regulation of the sale of fireworks, but of its entire suppression,
must be apparent to every intelligent mind.

(Brooklyn Daily Eagle. June 30, 1877.)
THE FIREWORKS QUESTION.

The Fourth of July fireworks question is not hard to understand, though
the fireworks men have made a great deal of noise about it. The short and the
long of the matteris that in the opinion of a great majority of our citizens, the
business of shooting off gurs and exploding torpedoes in the streets of the city
is exceedingly dangerous to life and property, and is a most intolerable nuisance.
A year ago, the Common Council passed an ordinance foi’l)idding the storage
of fireworks by any unlicensed person in this city, and restricting licensed per-
sons to a quantity believed to be reasonably consistent with public safety., The

- Common Council also forbade the explosion of the larger kind of fireworks,
pistols and cannon by any unauthorized person within the city. No restriction
was placed upon pyrotechnics such as children and small boys may be trusted
to handle. The simple question now is whether that ordinance shall be en-
forced. The police authorities think it should, Judge Walsh thinks it should,
the District Attorney is of the same opinion, and the Eag/e is on the same side.
We sincerely trust that every dealer who persists in defying the law will be
promptly clapped in Raymond Street Jail, and kept there until the Fourth of
July shall be passed ; and if need be, any dangerous stock, if not removed after
proper notice, ought to be seized by the proper authorities. It is possible to
have a pleasant Fourth of July without turning the city into a crackling, blazing,
roaring pandemonium, °
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(Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 2, 1877.)

IMPORTANT OFFICIAL REPORT BY FIRE MARSHAL KEADY:
WHAT FIREWORKS ON THE FOURTH HAVE DONE
IN PAST YEARS—A STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF
THE ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THEIR
SALE RECOMMENDED.

Fire Marshal Keady this morning submitted the following important report
on the fires for the past month, and on the necessity for a strict enforcement of
the ordinance prohibiting the sale and use of fireworks on the Fourth:

To the Honorable the Board of Police and Exclse :

GENTLEMEN—There wera thirty-two fires in this city during the month of

June, 1877, the causes of which were as follows :
CAUSES OF FIRES.

Defective flues, 6 ; explosion of percussion caps, 1; linseed taking fire, 1;
careless use of lights, 2 ; sulphur taking fire, 1 ; explosion of kerosene lamps, 9;
incendiarism, I ; careless use of matches, 2; upsetting of a kerosene stove, I:
explosion of gasoline, 1; overheated oven, 1; unknown, 2; friction, 1; gas
jets, 2; hams taking fire in smoke house, 1. Total, 32.

LOSSES AND INSURANCES.

Loss on buildings............. $5,245 | Insurance on buildings. ...... $15,500
Loss on contents..... ........ 5,110 | Insurance on contents. . ...... 13,400
Total loss..........c........810,355 | Total insurance......... .... $28,900

ARREST FOR ARSON.
une 7, James J. Dowd was arrested by the police of the Sixth Precinct o
suspicion of having set fire to the premises, No. 50 Moanteith Street, but was
discharged at the station house,
DEATHS BY FIRE,

June 27, Frederick Mott, aged 5 years, residing at 365 Kent Avenue, while
playing around a bonfire in front of his residence his clothing took fire and be
was burned to death. )

FIREWORKS ON THE FOURTH OF JULY,

The Common Council have passed an ordinance prohibiting the use of fire-
works in this city on the coming Fourth of July. This ordinance is opposed by
the manufacturers and dealers in fireworks, who argue that such a restriction
was not necessary. The record in the Fire Marshal's office shows these facts.

THE DAMAGE DONE TO PROPERTY

in this city by the careless use of fireworks on or about the Fourth of July, from
1869 to 1876, inclusive, is clearly shown by the following table :

Year. No. of tires. Total loss.
1869....... O ) § SRR Creeeaee eeas $7,050 00
1870, 4 cvicne ineinne conenne v | teeectinaesan . 2,000 00
2 2 S T 2 X
1872, ittt iieaaaaes [ 2SN «.. 5,150 00
T TS G 8,550 00
8 2 D T PRI 8,296 00
3. 16, i viiie et veaea. G600 00
1876....... ettt ettt 32 ciineans ceierenaanaae. 23,580 00
L 4
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On the night of the 3d of July last year, a fire occurred at the cigar and
stationery store of Frederick Somerville, 297 Smith Street, caused by the ex-
plosion of fireworks, which he had just put in to retail. The whole rear and
part of the front of the store was blown out, and Francis Lent, aged nineteen,
was dnstantly killed.

ONE DEATH AND THIRTY-TWO FIRES,

from fireworks, in one day in Brooklyn alone. It seems to me that these facts
ought to be a sufficient aigument against the further use of such dangerous
explosives, even if there were no ordinance on the subject. But, this record,
terrible as it is. does not indicate the entire danger to which the city was ex-
posed last Fourth of July. Any one of these thirty-two fires might have ended
in a terrible conflagration had the firemen been less prompt or less energetic
than they were. In many instances they were called upon to leave one fire and
g0 quickly to another which had just broken out miles away. It will be a
blessing to Brooklyn when the sound of a fire cracker is not heard within her
limits on the day of our National anniversary. Nof need her citizens be less
patriotic than they are now. There are so many better ways for celebrating the
day. The late calamities at Chicago, St. John, Marblehead, and in our own
Brookliyn Theatre, are too recent to be entirely forgotten.

I call the attention of your Honorable Board to these facts, now to show
the absolute necessity of a strict enforcement of the ordinance on the coming
Fourth of July. If this is done the loss from fires on that day will be very
small. Respectfully submitted,

PATRICK KEADY,
Police Fire Marshal.
BROUKLYN, June 30, 1877.

(New York Herald, July s, 1877.)
HOW THE FOURTH WAS CELEBRATED.

Yesterday's celebration in the city was unusually quiet and subdued.
The weather was most delightful ; and this, with the fact that all the rail-
road lines reduced their fares to one-half the customary excursion price,
induced a large outpouring into the country. Cars and steamboats left
their stations and docks crowded with families bent on enjoying a breath
of fresh country air or a cooling sea breeze, and the down town streets dur-
ing the day, except for the explosion of stray crackers and pistols, wore the
appearance of a Sabbath. It may be that, having now turned the corner
into the second century of our existence, we have acquired sense enough
to enjoy our national holiday in a Christian, rational way, and have aban-
doned the idea that it is necessary to burn gunpowder and make a pande-
monium of a city for twenty-four hours in order to prove our appreciation
of our glorious Declaration of Independence. During the day there was
much lgss than the customary annoyance from crackers, torpedoes, pistols,
cannons and the like, although at night, in the absence of a public display,
many private citizens made a good show of fireworks opposite their resi-
dences.  Before another national anniversary rolls around it is to be hoped
that the general use of fireworks in the streets will be prohibited, and then
no onc will begrudge a sufficient appropriation for a public display in the
evening at the city’s expense. There were about the usual amount of acci-
dents resulting in wounds maore or less painful, and the fire alarm was not
suffered to lie unused. Our columns will show the list of casualties, and
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we may well feel gratified that they were not of a more serious character.
Altogether we may be said to have disposed of the Fourth in a tolerably
acceptable manner, and no doubt the good sense displayed in its enjoy-
ment this year will mark its cclebration hereafter.

(New York Evening Mail, Fuly 5, 1877.)

YESTERDAY'S CELEBRATION.

Seldom has the Fourth of July been so quietly celebrated in this vicio-
ity as it was yesterday. The Cecntennial celebration of a year ago was
conducted on such a magnificent scale, with an extraordinary accompani-
ment of fireworks, involving an unprecedentedly large number of fires and
consequent destruction of, property, that our-citizens were somewhat dis-
gusted with this method of celebrating the anniversary of the nation’s inde-
pendence. They scem to have reached the wise conclusion that an event
of so much importance to us could be commemorated in a more quiet and
dignified manner, without detracting in the leastfrom their patriotism. There-
fore fire crackers, torpedoes, guns, pistols, fireworks and explosives of all
kinds werc at a discount, and excursions to the country and scaside wereata
premium. Long Branch, Rockaway Beach, Coney Island and other favorite
watering places were crowded throughout the day by thousands of visitors
from the city. Excursion boats plying to these places were crowded on
every trip, while every train running into the country was filled to its
utmost capacity. The ambition of New Yorkers scemed to be to get away
from the city, with their families, for the day, and to spend a quiet holiday
in the country. Itis said that there were 40,000 at Coney Island, which
would indicate that the number of excursionists who left the city musthave
been between 200,000 and 300,000. This left the city comparatively quiet.
There were no parades of military or civic societies, and no attempt atan
organized celebration ; while the * noise and confusion” werg far less than
usual.

The City Government made no appropriation for fireworks at the
parks, su whatever display there was in the evening was the result of pri-
vate cnterprise.  ‘This was considerable, for rockets and other fireworks
were to be seen in the air at all points.  Much complaint is made of the
inferior quality of these this year.  The manufacturers of fireworks, antici-
pating but a small demand, made up but a small stock, relying upon work-
ing off that which was left over from last year. As a consequence, very
many of the picces were damaged, and those which should have gone off
with a prolonged fizz exploded prematurely, while those which should have
exploded failed to respond to the application of a lighted match.
The public was thus swindled to some extent, while the manufacturers
made money by the operation.  In consequence of the small quantity of
fireworks used, and the cxtra caution exercised, the list of injuries to per-
sons and property is comparatively small.  Everybody had a holiday, thou-
sands made a sensible usc of it by going qujetly out of the city, and all
seemed 1o enjoy it. Possibly, in the course of time, it will not be found
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necessary to consume powder and property and make a grand row on the
Fourth of July, in order patriotically to commemorate the anniversary of
the national independence, but the day will come to be observed in a quiet,
orderly manner, as Christmas, New-Year's and other festival occasions are
observed. “Speed the good time” is the fervent wish of all good citizens.

(New York Times, July 5, 1877.)

A DULL FOURTH OF JULY—POOR OBSERVANCE OF THE DAY.

A duller Fourth of July than yesterday has never been known in this
city. All who could leave the city did so, and those who could rot, let the
day go by default, or turned the observance into the back yard and limited
it by the boundary of the area. At sunrise, as had been promised, the flag
was run up at the Battery staff, but there was no one there to see it done,
beside the few- who performed the ceremony. The chimes of Trinity rang
out a programme of patriotic music at 7.30, but they did not awaken much
eanthusiasm. The vessels in the port made a liberal display of bunting,
but on the buildings along the business thoroughfares there was but a poor
exhibition of flags. The City Hall, the headquarters of the Democratic
fathers, was shabbily tricked out with a few absurd little flags, whose size
and number were a fair indication of the estimate placed upon the holiday
by the dominant party in this city, who are adepts at the art of saving at
the spigot while the waste goes on at the bunghole. The gallant militia,
having done their duty on Decoration Day, were invisible yesterday, it hav-
ing been considered by somebody to be asking too much of them to turn
out twice in the course of two months. So the burden of the military ob-
servance fell upon the venerable veterans of the war of 1812, who had also
turned out on Decoration Day. This was a great disappointment to many,
to whom the Fourth of July, without its military pageant, is a dull holiday.
The result was that while there was no countryman who thought it worth
while to come to this city for entertainment, there were plenty of citizens
who felt that they sacrificed nothing by leaving town to spend their monéy
clsewhere. The restaurants, which usually do a fair business with strangers,
were deserted. The street cars did but a moderate business, while the ex-
cursion boats to the various resorts near by were all well patronized, and
the high-priced saloons at the seaside reaped a harvest. The ordinance re-
stricting the celebration by gunpowder to fire crackers in the street was al.
most entirely disregarded, and pistols and cannon were discharged in the
streets in bold defiance of the police. That this was so can be seen by ref-
erence to the list of accidents, of which a very large proportion are pistol-
shot wounds. Central Park was visited by large numbers of people; but
here, as well as in other parts of the city, there was a conspicuous dearth of
strangers. It was noticeable that the observance of the day was best in the
older portions of the city, on the extreme east and west sides,
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(Brooklyn Union and Argus, July 5, 1877.)

A SAFE FOURTH OF JULY.

Yesterday was unusually quiet for * the Fourth” in New York city:
but the list of killed and wounded by the powder patriotism. which was not
interfered with there, contrasted with the corresponding list we have been
able to collate in Brooklyn from the same cause, will present this cityina
very poor light to the country at large when the despatches showing how
Independence Day has been observed, come to be read. We had one
slight fire, it is true, but as it could not be traced to the snappish fire crack-
er or the snaky chaser, we are almost ashamed to mention it ; and as for
the list of accidents, the less said about it the better. If there wasany
reasonable prospect that Brooklyn would be able to recover her character
in this respect in future, it might be worth while to apologize to the reading
public everywhere, for the very slight contribution we are able to make this
year to the blood-curdling stories for which the sympathetic always look on
the day after the Fourth. But since our civic authorities have taken such
a decided position on the question of prohibiting the use of everything
except the comparatively harmless torpedo, there really seems to be no
reasonable hope that we shall be able to make any better showing next
year. Apologics, thercfore, would be entirely useless and supererogatory,
and the only thing we can do to satisfy our own citizens is to refer them to
the ghastly record of the gunpowder victims elsewhere, which indeed ought
to be enough to satisfy the general public for one season. For ourselves,
we scarcely care to go beyond the brief but agonizing tragedy at Iona Island
vesterday, where a young man arose from the turf to procure a glass of
water for his lady companion and caught the flying bullet of some unknown
patriot in his eye, taking thus a swift release from all * the ills that flesh is
heir to.”  We have had just such bits of heroless tragedy in Brooklyn in
bygone times ; but if the civic authorities remain firm in their present pyr-
pose, we shall have no more of them ; nay more, we shall not be able to
burn a single house, and the poor boys who have thumbs and fingers to
spare, or fancy they know other boys that have, will be unable to gratify
their annual desire to blow them off without emigrating to some other city,
where the Aldermen have no idea of improving on the ways of celebrating
the nation’s birthday prescribed by the Fathers. ’

Under the circumstances it is no wonder that the national flag was so
often met with in Brooklyn yesterday, with “ the Union down,” and that the
lamp posts were found draped in mourning. It is true that many people
were dull enough to ask an explanation of it, thinking, perhaps, that some
onc of note had passed from earth, but they were mostly visitors from other
parts ; and when they were informed that the Common Council had pro-
hibited the explosion of any fireworks by private citizens (save the innocent
torpedo), no further explanation was nceded, they comprehend at once that
the black badge of mourning was displayed in memory of “ the Spirit of
'76,” which though remarkably lively elsewhere, as the bloody records show,
was dead in Brooklyn breasts.
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Over in New York the boys were making'lively work for the surgeons
and the firemen, and * bearing down " on insurance stock more success-
fully than the most perfect combination of Wall street brokers can ever hope
to, while here they were denied even the privilege of boring a hole in their
own hands. As the list of casualties shows, the New York boy was at per-
fect liberty to make his own choice of a target, and could either perforate
himself or some other person regardless of age, sex or condition, while the
Brooklyn boy threatened with as dire a penalty in the one case as in the
other, could only sit on the curbstone, and mourn the departure of the
Spirit of '76. As a matter of fact, there was just enough of that rebellious
spirit left here to show us that it only wanted unity of action to set at
general defiance the ordinance of the Aldermen and the surveillance of the
police. Everynow and then a pistol was discharged by some invisible
hand, or a pack of firc crackers rattled defiance at the law ; but the rebel
was always in ambush and never came out into the open ground, and so the
encouraging influence of his act was lost on others, and for the most part
the sick people who couldn’t get out of town had a real quiet day, and the
well pcople who wanted a walk took it without the usual Fourth of July
dread of being shot in the back, or finding their homes in ashes when they
returned. )

On the whole, though there is no doubt that the Spirit of '76 has suffer-
ed considerably at the hands of the Aldermen, and the importance of Brook-
lyn as a contributor to the national list of casualties has been sunk to a
most contemptible point, is it not possible that the quiet security ensured
to life, limb and property by the Aldermanic action, and the fact that
Brooklyn has been the first to recognize an advanced civilization even in the
expression of public joys, offer such compensating advantages as offset the
loss of prestige in the first-mentioned direction? We leave it to the people
to answer.

(Philadelphia Ledger, July 9, 1877.)
ACTION BETTER THAN WORDS.

Four of the great Atlantic cities present their Fourth of July record
for this year, and they deserve especial attention—two of them as examples
and two as warnings for the future. In Brooklyn, the third city of the
Union, the Mayor and Aldermen took the advice of underwriters to pre-
vent in their city the use of gunpowder, whether pure and simple orin the
form of fireworks. They wasted no words on the subject, but resolutely
enforced the law, and the police officers, knowing that the orders of the
Mayor meant something, succeeded to a degree worthy of all commenda-
tion. For noise-producing purposes the Brooklyn boys were restricted to
the use of harmless torpedocs and fulminate caps, and the Brooklyn people
in general were given a safe public display of fireworks in place of many
dangerous private displays'. The result was that no accidents from powder
or fireworks and no fires were reported from Brooklyn for the Fourth of
July, 1877. Even those Brooklyn * patriots” who joined in an * indigna-
tion parade,” and carried banners designed to * vindicate the murdered
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Spirit of 1876.” should feel grateful now for the happy results following the
enforcement of the law. Baliimore, where the vigilance of the policemen
and the firmness of the authorities also prevented any open violation of the
law, sends us the same story as Brooklyn, tersely expressed in the tele
gram, " no fireworks and no fires.” New York, where the Aldermen passed
a resolution tolerating the use of fire crackers and fireworks, furnished the
papers of the next day with a list of one killed and twenty-five wounded
by “ powder accidents,” and eleven tritling fires, as the result of that tolen-
tion. Philadelphia has an ordinance prohibityng the firing of pistols, guss
and fireworks, and the Mayor proclaimed that it would be enforced. What
became of the ordinance and the proclamation may be read in the list of
two killed and twenty-nine wounded. published in the newspapers of the
succeeding day. All of these victims. and others whose cases were not
reported, became victims through the violation by themselves or others of
the ordinance which the Mayor had proclaimed would be enforced. The
fact that Philadelphia, in spite of the proclamation, suffered more severels
of killed, maimed and disfigured men, boys and children than New York,
where the use of fircarms and fire crackers was expressly tolerated, and the
further fact that Brooklyn and Baltimore, without any empty parade of
wordy prohibitions, succeeded. by good works, in protecting their citizens
from losses in person and property, should warn every one against the pre-
posterous absurdity of issuing prnclamations, which do nothing but pro-
claim. The examples of Brooklyn and Baltimore demonstrate that the
dangerous and murderous gunpowder nuisance can be put down when the
law is backed by earnest purpose and resolute action.

(Brooklyn Eagle, July 5, 1877.)
A DEAF AND DUMB GIRL INSTANTLY KILLED BY A
NOSTRAND AVENUE CAR—HER HEAD ALMOST
SEVERED FROM HER BODY.

A very distressing accident occurred at nine o’'clock last night a block
from the corner of Melbone Street and Flatbush Avenue. A deaf and dumb
flower girl named Ida W. E. Burrell, aged 19 years, accidentally fell under
the front wheel of Car No. 19 of the Nostrand Avenue line, and was
instantly killed, the wheel passing over her left temple and crushing her
skull so frightfully as almost to sever the head from the body. In a few
seconds there was the utmost excitement, and it was with great difficulty
that the remains could be extracted from beneath the wheel, for the weight
of the car held them securely on the track.

It appears that at the time stated Ida Burrell, who sells flowers on the
Nostrand and Franklin avenue cars, had sold out her stock and in com-
pany with hersister was walking along the sidewalk toward their home,
which is at the corner of Melbone Street and Flatbush Avenue. Some one
threw a large bunch of fire crackers directly in front of the girls, and the
deaf mute was very much frightened. She ran backwards from the side-
walk toward the track. In her terror she did not see the car that was
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coming at full speed down the down grade. The driver, Patrick Ward,
saw her close under the front of his car, but she was deaf and could not
hear him. He turned on the brakes at once, but before the car could be
half stopped the dashboard knocked the poor girl under the horses’ feet,
and the next moment the passengers experienced a sickening jar and a
scream from the unfortunate girl was heard just for a moment.
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